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Pulaski Problems 
  
The recent spring weather has brought some unwelcomed 
problems to Pulaski Park.  First of all, we at BRNA have 
adopted Pulaski Park and will always try to keep the park 
looking great for all the neighborhood families.  
 
We have been in contact with Omaha Police about the 
problems. Captain Kathy Belcastro-Gonzalez and the other 
OPD officers have been very supportive. Over the weekend 
of April 16th, arrests were made for liquor violations.  
BRNA members, Mark and Deb Fields went to the park and 
painted over graffiti that was found on the basketball court. 
Rebecca and I have been going to the park picking up 
bottles and other trash. We have also been informed that the 
city is considering removing one of the basketball rims.  
 
On Tuesday, April 20th we also met with OPD and area 
residents about the park problems.  One other solution was 
to close the park at 9 p.m. instead of 11 p.m.  This could 
prove good since a lot of the homes around the park are very 
close. 
 
All local residents were encouraged to call the police and 
report any acts of vandalism! 

 
Together we will keep 
the park safe and clean 
for all are families!  
  
BRNA President, 
Virgil Patlan 
 
 
 
More information on page 4. 
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Pulaski Park Spring Clean-up will be on 

Saturday, May 8th.   Please join us to 
help our park.   Refreshments will be 

served.   
More information on page 3. 
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BRNA Dumpster Day will be on  
Saturday,  May 22nd this year. 
We are asking for volunteers! 

Also, please help by donating food and 
refreshments!  More information on page 2. 
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All attending members will receive a 

$5.00 off coupon to use toward a meal 
or just have a piece of pie! 

(Regular BRNA meeting at St. Stan’s 
changed due to Elections.) 
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9 A.M. to 2 P.M. ��
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HOMEOWNERS: 
Please clean up areas around your home,  

alleyways and streets. 
Help make our area beautiful.�
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During this time, BRNA will also set up several tents.   We will be offering some delicious fresh baked goods!   We 
will also be offering items for resale.   So – remember to start your Spring cleaning and join us. 
 

/����'&(�
BRNA will be selling homemade goodies at our Dumpst er Day location.     
 If you wish to donate items, please bring them to the BAKERY TENT. ����
Bring cookies, brownies, or other finger-type goodi es.    
Pre-package  your items in plastic sandwich bags – 2 or 3 per b ag.   ����
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%����%!�'&  – Go to 6880 Q Street – City Sewers Maintenance Build ing  
��$'&  – Go to St. Adalberts Church South parking lot on Wri ght St.  (2800 S) Between 30 th 
and 31 st Streets . 
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·  Be cautious and safety conscious at all times. 
·  Do not place materials in packer-truck that can be set 

out for regular garbage, yard waste or recycling 
collection.����

·  Do not arrive before 9 A.M. or after 2 P.M.    ����
·  Do not let kids run or play near the dumpster or other����

 vehicles. 
·  Large items such as couches and other furniture will be 

accepted. 
·  Obey all traffic directions.  
·  Come enjoy some homemade goodies 
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·  Large rocks or concrete. 
·  Liquids or toxic materials such as paint, oil, or 

pesticides.  (Call UndertheSink at 444-7465.) 
·  Yard waste including large logs & railway ties. 
·  Major appliances such as refrigerators, stoves, 

washers, dryers, microwaves, etc. (See below.) 
·  Tires  (See other sites below.) 
·  Batteries   (Ask at some Repair Shops) 
·  Electronics such as TV’s, computers  
·  (Call C.P. Recovery for computers - 73rd and F) 
·  Hazardous Material 
·  Dead Animals or Animal Bedding 
·  Manure    

����
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On Tuesday night (April 20th), Virgil and Rebecca Patlan and 
several BRNA members met with approximately 15 Pulaski Park 
neighbors along with four officers from OPD.  Initially the 
meeting was to include the basketball players from the park, but 
they did not show up. 
  
This meeting was called as a result of numerous complaints 
regarding the basket ball players and their behavior towards park 
property and the property of neighbors surrounding the park.  
These complains include but are not limited to; leaving trash in 
the park and people's yards, urinating on people's shrubs and 
lawns, taking water from homes without permission and then 
leaving the water run after they leave, fighting amongst 
themselves, parking in yards and across driveways and not 
leaving the park when it is closed. 
  
The Officer suggested that we all continue to call 911 when we 
see any activity that is unlawful and to continue calling until 
someone responds to the call.  He explained that officers have to 
prioritize calls and said that they can't always get to some of our 
calls as quickly as we would like. He also promised that there 
would be more enforcement of the laws that are currently not 
being enforced and showed good faith by ticketing one of the 
players who had parked over the driveway of one of the 
neighbor’s home prior to the meeting.  We hope this sends a 
message to other players, at least in regards to the parking issues. 
  
Virgil and Rebecca also introduced themselves to neighbors who 
were not familiar with BRNA and invited everyone to attend 
upcoming meetings and to join the Citizen's Patrol. 
  
While there were no definite solutions, there was communication 
and hopefully mutual understanding that everyone has to do their 
part. It has to be a community effort in order for results to be 
attained. It will also take time and persistence. 
  
So, for the moment, the police will continue to up their patrols 
around the park, and will enforce the parking, drinking and other 
laws pertaining to the park and it's users. 
  
Neighbors will continue to monitor the park and their own 
properties and will call 911 when violations occur. 
  
BRNA will oversee the training of some Citizen's Patrol and will 
keep us posted on any changes to Park policy ie: removing one of 
the basket ball pole/hoops and/or lowering the park curfew from 
11:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
By Ricki Zaracki 
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Join us any time between  

9 a.m. to Noon 

 
Come join us at Pulaski Park for clean-up and 

planting day!  Help us beautify our park! 
Bring your gloves & shovels. 
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Refreshments will be served!  
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·  Over-raking the soil will create very "thin" soil 

that will turn to mud when it rains. When the 
soil dries, a hard crust will form and plants may 
not be able to penetrate the crust. 

·  Plant when the soil, not just the air, is warm. 
·  To make the soil more workable, lightly water 

the garden area. This should be done 
approximately one hour prior to planting. 
Avoid over-watering the area. 

·  To avoid stressing the plants, planting is best 
done during a light rain, after a rain, in late 
afternoon, or on a cloudy day. 

·  Mulching around the plants will keep weeds to 
a minimum, help retain moisture, and keep 
roots cool. 

·  Make certain the garden area drains well as the 
plant roots may rot or become disease or insect 
ridden. 

·  Set plants in the ground at the same depth as 
they were in the container. 
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During BRNA President, (Virgil’s Birthday Party), Cagney received a phone call.  A confused suicidal party 
called her for HELP!  Finding her partner, Lacey munching on birthday cake, off we went, in search of our friend.  
In finding him, 911 needed to be called immediately.  I rode with him in the ambulance while Diane followed in 
his car.   
 
At the hospital, we could not see him for approximately 3 hours, he was okay.  The next day he was to be 
transferred to Douglas County for extended help.  As his 72 hours watch was over, he called me because he was 
to be released, I had his car.  But, the one question that haunted us both was, ‘Where is his wallet!’   
 
While in the ambulance, the paramedics went through his wallet and sat it next to an EMT.  They made me go 
inside the University Waiting Area, even before they took him out of the ambulance.  Now, 72 hours later, we 
both were in a search for his wallet.  We contacted both hospitals with no avail.  We found one of the paramedics 
that were in the ambulance that night and he said the wallet and his medication was placed in-between my friend 
legs, he was semi-conscience!  He didn’t even know he was at a hospital.  Now, we had to wait another day and 
still no wallet.  So, I contacted the South East Precinct to see if they had has possession since they escorted us to 
the hospital.  That answer was a no also.  Captain Gonzalez insisted that I should contact the Fire Chief to see if 
they found it.   
 
The wallet found us!  It made its way to the launder mat that the University Hospital uses.  They found it in the 
sheets and thank God that an honorable person had the decency to call my friend to go pick it.  Everything was in 
it.   So, then Diane and I said something needs to be done!   I called and spoke to a Battalion Chief, and asked him 
what the procedures were for personal items, like a chain of custody.  He said that there was no type of chain of 
custody but would check for sure.  I said “There needs to be, look how many other times that personal belongings 
may have gone missing?  The community and I would like to have our belongings taken care of, if we are 
unconscious.”  He agreed and said he would talk to Chief Rupf and get back to me.  
 
In doing so, I received a phone call back,   “Rebecca, hey this is M.C. with the OFD, I talked with you kind about 
you with your friend’s wallet and stuff, about setting up some type of policy.  I did talk 
with Chief Rupt.  And made some suggestions on about how we document it in our mess 
system, basically our computer system for our runs.  He said that it sounds like a Great 
Idea, what we are going to do is put up some type of general order out to our people, 
instructing them to basically document it, so we have documentation on it.  There’s not 
going to be a form on that, because we already have 6 forms as it is, but we will edit it to 
our computerized system.” 
 
In a nutshell, the Community and their belonging are just a bit safer.   
Rebecca, BRNA Founder or Cagney! 
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ABC Roofing 

Best Care Hospital 
BNSF Railroad 
Carpenter Paper 

Design 4 
Hy-Vee 

Lovgren Group 
 

Morehouse 
Trucking  

Quality Meats 
 

Parra Family 
Dentistry 

Security Nat. Bank 
State Farm 

Tasman 
Village Inn 

Union Pacific RR 
Univar 

�
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Dear BRNA Residents, 
 
In my discussions at neighborhood meetings and with community members, I know that the economy and taxes 
are perhaps the most important issues for South Omaha residents.  This is why I would like to take this 
opportunity to discuss a bill that I co-sponsored, Legislative Bill (LB) 952, introduced by Senator Tom White.  
 
All residential and commercial properties using Omaha’s sewer service are currently paying a 7% sales tax on 
the sewer fee assessed to their property.  Of that total, 5.5% goes to the State of Nebraska, and 1.5% goes to the 
City of Omaha.  Once the Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) project begins, there will be an additional CSO 
fee on your Metropolitan Utilities District (MUD) monthly bill.  This fee is estimated to increase up to $50 per 
month, or $600 a year, within the next 10 years.   
 
LB 952 is important for South Omaha because it removes the sales tax on the additional CSO fee, and also 
removes the sales taxes on an infrastructure fee assessed by MUD to replace century-old gas and water pipes.  
The most critical aspect of this legislation is that LB 952 will save Omaha-area families and businesses $325 
million in double taxation on an already costly sewer separation project.  I was 
proud to fight against this unnecessary double tax, and LB 952 passed during the 
first round of debate. 
 
Serious problems call for serious leadership, and I will continue to fight for South 
Omaha families, seniors, and businesses by advocating for the passage of LB 952. 
 
Working for you, 
 
Senator Heath Mello 
District 5 

 

 
 

Tree of Life  
At 24 th and L Street 

����
Stroke is the third leading cause of death and a leading cause of 
disability in America, but many people do not realize how 
educating themselves and others will help reduce the incidence of 
stroke. We urge you to specifically educate yourself and others.  
Go to www.strokeassociation.org  for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Here are some controllable risk 
factors to help prevent strokes: 

·  High Blood Pressure 
·  Atrial Fibrillation 
·  High Cholesterol 
·  Diabetes 
·  Tobacco Use and Smoking 
·  Alcohol Use 
·  Physical Inactivity 
·  Obesity 
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"Fudge  filled  deliciousness!" 
 
1/2 cup butter, softened 
1/2 cup creamy peanut butter 
1/2 cup white sugar 
1/2 cup packed brown sugar 
1 egg 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1 1/4 cups all-purpose flour 
3/4 teaspoon baking soda 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1 cup milk chocolate chips 
1 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips 
1 (14 ounce) can sweetened condensed milk 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
3/4 cup pecan halves 
 
Preheat oven to 325 degrees F 
Sift together flour, baking soda and salt. 
Cream butter, peanut butter and white and brown 
sugars. Mix in egg and 1/2 teaspoon vanilla. Stir the 
flour mixture into creamed mixture. Shape the dough 
into 48 balls, 1 inch each. Place each ball in one 
compartment of a mini muffin tin. 
For filling, put chocolate chips in a double boiler 
over simmering water. Stir in milk and vanilla, mix 
well. 
Bake for 14 to 16 minutes or until lightly browned. 
Remove from oven and immediately make wells in 
the center of each using a melon baller. Cool in pan 
for 5 minutes. Then carefully remove to wire racks. 
Using a measuring cup fill each shell with the 
chocolate mixture. Top with a pecan half or 
sprinkles. 
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By Kellie Head 

Last year my house barely survived our 
annual spring cleaning day. In fact, both the 
fire department and the American Red Cross 
still have us on their monthly check-in list. So 
this year when the time came to divvy up the chores and 
dig into spring cleaning, I made a cheat sheet of sorts for 
my husband to refer to: 

·  Broom (brum) - a long handled brush used for 
sweeping (also doubles as a mode of transportation for 
your mother) 

·  Vacuum (vak' u em) - much like the leaf blower 
except it sucks in, instead of blowing out. Don't let this 
alarm you. It isn't broken and doesn't need more torque, 
speed, RAM or whatever it is you did to the dishwasher. 

·  Dust pan (DUH) - Contrary to popular belief, this is 
where you sweep the dirt, not under the hallway area 
rug. 

·  Dust Cloth (dust kloth) - A cloth designated for 
removing tiny particles of dirt from every flat surface of 
the house. Hint: look for your old "lucky shirt". 

·  Bucket (buk' it)- Cylindric container used for holding 
soapy water when mopping the floor. Also known as 
your mid-evil knight helmet when you're playing with our 
seven-year-old 

·  Mop - (mop) a bundle of coarse yarn, rags or cloth 
fastened at the end of a stick. You'll remember this as 
your dance partner at the New Year's Eve party last 
year. 

·  Toilet Brush (toi' lit brush) - Used for scrubbing the 
inside of the toilet bowl. I don't care what this looks like, 
you may NOT use my shower luffa again! 

·  Oven Cleaner (uv' en Klen' er) - No, not the 
teenager. This is an actually product that you buy, spray 
in the oven and wipe out two hours later. You won't 
need your welder's mask for this task, but if it makes 
you feel more dangerous, go ahead. 

·  Sponge (spunj) - used to gently wash away food 
particles from dinnerware. It won't be necessary to use 
your 300psi Power wash set. That was given to you in 
hopes of cleaning the EXTERIOR of the house (hint 
hint). 

·  Squeegee (skwe' je) - Same principle as washing 
the car windshield, and yes, real men DO squeegee! 

�
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Greta Ritchie CPCU, Agent 
5050 L St.  
Omaha, NE 68117-1329  
Bus. 402-731-5050  
www.gretaritchie.com 
Greta.ritchie.mo50@statefarm.com  
State Farm  Providing Insurance and Financial Services    Home Office, 
Bloomington, Illinois 61710  Se habla español 
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50th and L Family Dentistry 
John Parra D.D.S. 
  
5011 L Street 
Omaha, NE 68117 
731-5423 
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4436 Dahlman Ave. 
Omaha, NE 68107 
Local: 402-731-2222 
Toll Free: 877-608-8693 
Fax 402-731-2156 

 
4920 South 30 St. 
Omaha, NE 68107 

402-734-4110 
www.oneworldomaha.org 

One World is your home for primary 
medical, dental & behavioral 

 health services.   
   

We accept patients without 
insurance, those with Medicare,   

Medicaid and most private 
insurances. 

   

Call (402) 734-4110 for an 
appointment. 

 

SENATOR  HEATH  MELLO  
Nebraska Legislature    District 5 
State Capitol PO Box 94604 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4604 
(402) 471-2710 
 
3004 South 40th Street # 11 
Omaha, NE 68105 

hmello@leg.ne.gov 
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 DJ/Karaoke 

515-6488 
682-5852 

 

Ricardo Castro 
Realtor 
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4018  L  Street – Omaha, NE 68107 
ricardoc@unbanica.zzn.com 

www.deebrealestate.com 
 

COMPLETE LAWN CARE A TO Z – TREE 
TRIMMING AND  REMOVAL – 

LANDSCAPING – ROCK AND TIEWALL 
WORK – WEEDLOT MOWING – GRADING – 
SODDING – CONCRETE REMOVAL – SNOW 

REMOVAL  

B�$C�9�& !��%.!�9��%!=&�%��!"�
COMMERCIAL – RESIDENTIAL 

(402) 731- 0669 
(402) 660-3698 CELL 
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ATTN:  Businesses or Organizations :  
 Newsletter Advertising 

Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement 
to say.   Advertisements are $10.00 per month (or $100.00 per year) 
for business card size ad.     Larger ads are also available - $20 per 
month for quarter-page, $40 per month for half-page and $60 per 
month for full page ads.   Special yearly rates can be offered for 

these also.   Call 502-2013 or email brna@cox.net 
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����3� Pulaski Park Clean -up Day ( 9 -12 )  Refreshments will be served.  

������� Fellowship Meeting at Village Inn  
Tuesday, May 11 th at 6:30 p.m. 

������� DUMPSTER DAY   9 a.m. -2 p.m. 

D�	��3� Meeting at St. Stan’s   6:30 p.m. 
Refreshments: Joe and Jennifer Velafuerte & Theresa  Bidrowski 
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Darling Internat'l  
Design 4 
GRH Electronics 
Omni  

One World  
Sec. Nat'l Bank 
Team Sales Farm Supply 
W. Morehouse Trucklines 
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BRNA 

PO Box 7126 �
Omaha, NE  68107 

BRNA Business Members & Supporters 
AA Collision 
BNSF Railroad 
Citizens for Gernandt  
Design 4 Inc. 
GRH Electronics  
G.Richie, State Farm 
Hillside Bar 
HyVee on L St. 
J & M Hauschild House LLC 
Kurtzuba Kareoke  
Larry Konwinski Hauling  
Lovgren  Advert.  
Nebraska Beef 

One World Health 
Quality Refrigeration S. 
Parra Family Dental 
Peterson Power Products 
Pitstop 
Tasman Omaha LLC 
Team Sales Farm Supplies 
St. Stanislaus Church 
Senator Heath Mello 
Security National Bank 
W.N. Morehouse Trucking 
Univar 
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If interested in joining, 

Call: Rebecca Barrientos-
Patlan at 402-502-2013 

rbpatlan@cox.net 

Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 
3305 E Street 

Omaha, Ne  68107 
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Mayor’s Hotline 444-5555 
Councilman Gernandt 444-5522 
Odors, Potholes, Snow Removal  444-4919 
OPPD Street Lights Out 1-800-554-6773  
MUD 554-7777 
Graffiti & Gang Tip 444-5992 
  
Omaha Email Hotline:   hotline@ci.omaha.ne.us  
Councilman Gernandt:  ggernandt@ci.omaha.ne.us  

 
� !�%�����#$!%�� ���

President Virgil Patlan’s Email:  virgilpatlan@cox.net 
General Email:  brna@cox.com 

BRNA Beautification Email:  donandbarb@cox.net 

#$!%� **�8�)� �
President – Virgil Patlan  502-2013  
Vice President – Paul Schaefer  734-7227 
Treasurer – Keith Roragen  734-4366 
Secretary – Diane Luna  991-9117 
 
Board Member – Sue Bednarz  731-8374 
Board Member – Barb O’Connor  932-9404 
Board Member – Mary Ann Anderson 734-5734 
BRNA Founder – Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 502-2013 
#$!%��+,,�
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Beautification – Barb and Don O’Connor  932-9404 
Newsletter Editor & Speakers Coordinator – 
                                 Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 502-2013  
Beautification – Barb and Don O’Connor  932-9404 
Website & Newsletter Designer/Writer –  
                                 Theresa Bidrowski  731-1592  
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 Membership year runs January thru to December. 

Mail to: 
 #$!%  

�� ��#+A�>����
 ,�����!'��3��>  

Make checks payable to “BRNA”.  

 
$12 Per Person  (Per Calendar Year)           Number of  People: ____________   X  $12 =   $________________ 
 
$25 Businesses / Organizations  (Per Calendar Year)  $_______________  
 

Name(s):�

Address:�

City and zip: 

Phone #� Fax #�

Email: 
�
(Please check.) ������������������� Renewal:������������� �������������������������� New member:    
�
 

%��!���#���	������+)� )��	�F�
�+	���?�%
0�)
���,�	
 ��
Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement to say.   

Advertisements are $10.00 per month (or $100.00 per year) for business card-size ad. 
Larger ads are also available - $20 per month for quarter-page, $40 per month for half-page and $60 per month 

for full page ads.   Special yearly rates can be offered for these also. 

�����G&����1+0�H�+)�',����G1)	�I8+A�	�
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Sunday, May 9th  

���������	
��
���� �
 

Special  Fellowship  Meeting: 
����
���������� 
� ���
����������		�

�����4�,���G�� 	
 ��	
��H ��

Web site:    www.brnaomaha.com  
President Virgil Patlan’s Email:  virgilpatlan@cox.net 

General Email:    brna@cox.net 
BRNA Beautification Email:   donandbarb@cox.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


