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Thanksgiving is a very special holiday for me.  It holds 
a lot of family memories. 
  
One of those memories was watching the Huskers play 
the Sooners.  My father used to sit in front of the TV, 
eating turkey and watching the Nebraska vs. 
Oklahoma game.  Nothing is more sacred than 
bringing family together, to give thanks for the yearly 
blessings.   
 
So, what are you thankful for?  I am grateful for good 
health, a wonderful wife, great children and a boat 
load of grandchildren.  These are truly a blessing from 
the Lord.  So let us all, take the month of November 
and give thanks to God for His blessings.  Then 
Remember His Son, Jesus on His birthday, as we give 
out all those presents! 
  
Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas, BRNA! 
  
Virgil Patlan 
President 
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BRNA’s boundaries 
have changed.   The 
southern area now 
extends to Q Street at 
two locations.  Our 
eastern section extends 
pass Dahlman.   It is 
known as Census Track 
31. 
 
There are now two 
Burlington “roads” in 
our area.  Burlington 
Street is located near 34th and F, and Burlington Avenue is 
located east of P Street near 41st Street.  The Burlington 
Railroad crisscrosses our area. 
Welcome all new neighbors to our association.  

Next meeting:�
	����������������������
St. Stan’s  at 6:30 p.m. 

Speaker: Surprise! 
  

BRNA elections are in November ... for vice 
president, secretary and other board members.   
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(Special Note:  Party cancelled if school canceled  

due to inclement weather.) 
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In October, I heard a rumor that OPPD's  
33rd & "L" Street location was 
scheduled to closed down.  I was on it 
with the OPPD's Vice President, Mr. 
Burke.  He had to check on it because he 
never heard anything about it.  So, the 
next day he called back and said it is 
scheduled to close in January, because not enough people use it 
and that the four employees and one security guard doesn't 
suffice to keep it open.  I made my plea for the area but to no 
avail.  It will close along with the West Omaha Office.  He said 
a whole lot more, so I asked him to send it to me via email, so it 
is made clearer for the public.  Here it is.... 
Rebecca  
  

Saturday hours at OPPD South Omaha branch to end.  As 
part of its recent cost cutting measures, the Omaha Public 
Power District has announced that it will no longer offer 
Saturday service at its South Omaha branch office after the first 
of the year. The office is located at 3319 L Street. OPPD’s 
North Omaha branch will also be closed for business on 
Saturday beginning in January 2010.  
   Beginning January 1, 2010, OPPD’s downtown office in 
Energy Plaza at 444 South 16th Street Mall Omaha will remain 
open until 8 pm on weekdays to help accommodate customers 
and will open on Saturdays from 9 am until noon. 
   The decision to close the North and South offices on 
Saturdays is among the steps OPPD is taking to reduce its 
operating expenses. The District also has announced that 
customer offices in Bellevue and west Omaha will close entirely 
after the first of the year, while customer and clerical activities 
in the North Bend office will move to other locations. 
   “The decision to make these changes was not easy,” said 
OPPD President Gary Gates.   “Like other businesses, we are 
subject to increases in the costs of operating. We have already 
seen steep increases when it comes to fuel, transportation, and 
materials such as steel. We have promised our customer–owners 
that we would do everything possible to control spending and 
cut costs where possible. 
Timothy J. Burke 
Vice President - Employee and Customer Relations OPPD 
402-636-3220    or   402-636-3229 (fax) 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
FOR  

THE AMBER HARRIS PROJECT  
 

Sign Up For November 
 

452-9933   FOR DETAILS  
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WINTER SAFETY TIPS  
   Well it's that time of year again. Time to 
turn back the clock and time to change the 
batteries in your smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors.  This is very important 
because many of us light our fireplaces and 
turn on electric heaters and then forget to 
turn them off when we go to bed.  This is extremely 
dangerous because fires start due to complacency and 
carelessness.  Carbon monoxide can also build up to 
dangerous levels when our furnace isn't checked for leaks 
and we wake up dead.  That's why it's so important to 
change the batteries, and if a unit is 3 to 5 years old, I 
discard my old units and buy new.  An investment of 
$100.00 or so every three years for new units is better than 
having your home burn to the ground.  And as technology 
changes I think it's a good idea to upgrade if you can afford 
to do so. 
    There are 2 types of smoke detectors - photoelectric and 
ionization.  One is good for smoldering fires while the other 
detects fires that start quickly.   For more info go to: 
www.consumer.com/smoke-detectors  The Omaha Fire 
Division also supplies free smoke detectors and they will 
install it for you free of charge.  Just call 444-5700 and tell 
them you would like them to come out.   
 - Bill Gaughan 
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October’s guest speaker was 
Roger Humphrey, Customer 
Relations Coordinator with 
the Omaha Post Office.   He 
discussed the Post Office’s 
financial difficulties and some 
solutions. 
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BRNA donated 75 cases of Lysol disinfectant to two schools in 
hopes of helping them prevent the spread of H1N1 and seasonal 
flu.  St. Stanislaus 
and Ashland Park 
Robbins 
Elementary 
Schools received 
the Lysol on Oct. 
22nd. 
Thanks from the 
kids! 
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Darling Internat'l  
Design 4 

GRH Electronics 
Omni 

One World  
Sec. Nat'l Bank 

Team Sales Farm Supply 
W. Morehouse Trucklines �
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It was YUMMY! 
Thanks! 

From the staff of 
 St. Stan’s 
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Will it ever end?  Will BRNA be plagued with various smells from the underworld?  Where's our Superman?  Where's 
Batman and Robin?  Surely the Joker is at hand!  Have our cries fallen on the earless...NO, finally!  During the festivities at 
Pulaski Park for the BRNA Family Day, Mayor Suttle came up to me and said he has heard our pleas.  He has called a 
meeting with the big wigs of Darling International to have a sit down with them.  He assured me that there will be something 
done for these problems against our neighborhood.  Here is all the dialog of what everyone's been saying on this subject on 
behalf of our residence.  Here's my September 4th letter. 
  
Everyone, 
As you can see it is early morning.  I have just called 444-4919 because I was awaked from my sleep.  The ODOR of 
burning hair and spoiled meat has penetrated our walls on this beautiful cool morning.  It is a shame that we in this area 
cannot open our windows and have the experience of fall, cool morning breezes of fresh air. The dispatch didn't know what 
category to place the odor under so she put miscellaneous.  How will that get reported? This rendering air quality has to be 
dangerous when we inhale this almost 24-7.  Residents need a break in this area!  We have called the number over 5 times in 
this week and Chester Black told Virgil that the businesses are refusing to put in scrubbers near 34 and F 
Street.  Councilman Gernandt Help!   Senator Mellow Help!  Former Senator Preister Help!  EPA, NDEQ, Douglas 
County Health Department, We need your Help.   Businesses please Help!  The Residents need a helping hand.  
Please don't let these businesses burn their profit into our air 24/7, we need to breathe fresh air sometimes!  Please 
consider putting them on a  limit to days only. Will someone act by protecting the residents instead of 
business/industry?****Don't make me call OPRAH!  You know I will! This is not a laughing matter to us that live 
here! and on another day I wrote...Here I am again, did the 4919 thing about a half hour ago and tossed and turned whether 
to call it in for about a hour or so, because it just seems it does no good but....I just wanted this nasty, putrid, greasy smell 
documented.  I hope you all slept well and comfortable! So Chester who is the culprit?  I have asked you this time and time 
again and you do not respond.  Who are you protecting?  And Why?  Now, I am asking you, Mayor Suttle, Councilman 
Gernant, Dr. Pour, the NDEQ and the EPA for a call back by either phone or email.  Where's the Residents protection?  For 
the Kids and the Community.    Rebecca  

"Rebecca, Mayor Suttle forwarded your email to me and requested that I investigate this problem and advise you on our 
actions.  As you are aware, our Air Quality section has been working cooperatively for many years through the South Omaha 
Environmental Task force with area residents and businesses to address odors and other neighborhood quality of life 
impacts.  We acknowledge that both the atmospheric condition and industrial operational problems have combined recently 
to create more odorous conditions at times in your area.  We believe that the principle (but not sole) odor point source 
recently has been the Darling Blending Plant, and Darling continues to work with us to evaluate alternatives to reduce odors 
from its facility.  I wish that I could tell you that we have identified a “fix” that will eliminate all problems, but this is a 
difficult emission to control and atmospheric condition are presently making it tougher.  I will try to update you again this 
week on the specific steps that will be taken to reduce odors, but I wanted to assure you that the situation is not being 
ignored. Public Works and the management at Darling understand the impact that the odors are having on your 
neighborhood and are committed to implementing additional controls to reduce them."   Marty Grate, Environmental 
Services Manager Omaha Public Works Department--- 

"We have investigated the odor complaints, and have talked to the company about this issue.   They were doing scheduled 
maintenance on their loading augers earlier this week. During that time, they received a load of product that was more 
odorous then their normal product.  The odors earlier this week were heightened by the meteorology, no wind to very calm 
wind out of the south.  The Auger system is back on line.  This is a blending plant, so that material is blended with other 
product to make the final product that is shipped. Getting this product out of the plant is a priority.   The most of the odorous 
material will be out of the plant today. During this time the plant has made an effort to keep more doors closed, and 
minimize the odor impact on the neighborhood. I reported that the manager is reviewing the odor control equipment options 
including foggers as used at the rendering plant, and will be able to report at the next SOETF meeting.  I did not say that the 
company was refusing to do anything, quite the contrary I stated that the company would report its decision at the next South 
Omaha Task Force meeting. All involve are working hard to minimize the odors from all of the industries in the 
area. "             Chester Black, City of Omaha  

"It is truly unfortunate and totally unacceptable that area residents continue to be forced to endure these objectionable odors 
in their homes.  For years this problem has been going on and has generated more complaints than ever in the last few years.  
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Continued from page 4  
It is time to require a vacuum system with a scrubber be installed at the plant.  Foggers will not eliminate the odors.  No one 
should have to endure this rotten odor, day in and night out, as these folks have.  It needs to be stopped."   Don Preister 

"In the late 80’s there was a clogged sewer that would back up and cause that kind of putrid stench all along the south end of 
13th Street and depending on the wind would go farther. It was cyclical and hard to pin-point until Councilman Koeneck at 
that time got the sewer guys on the issue. At first they blamed the sewage treatment plant, then they blamed the sludge 
heaps, then they blamed the warm weather and low precipitation for causing the industrial and domestic sewage to get too 
concentrated in the sewer lines because no rain flushed them. Finally, the neighborhoods hounded them enough to get them 
to really investigate and they found that one of the packing houses had somehow connected to the wrong sewage line and the 
packing house waste was getting backed up and rotting in the line. They fixed the direction the waste flowed and we did not 
have a problem after that. Maybe there is a clogged line near BRNA that starts to putrefy the waste when there is not enough 
rain to flush it and the wind or lack of it causes the stench to settle around the area. " Janet Bonet 

"I just returned from driving the area in question, moderate odor was noted but source was difficult to determine.  I did sniff 
a few sewer inlets (no one called the police I hope) only one at Dahlman & H (north of RR overpass) did I detect an odor.  
The nearby plants were still operating with trucks coming and going."  and "Charlie K. Can we get PW to at least look into 
this possibility?  There has to be a source that is causing this; the neighbors truly need relief.  I drove the area last night and 
noted the foul odor again.  This time, depending upon what portion of the neighborhood you were in, it was either a rotten 
egg smell or a horrible dog food smell.  I emailed that in last night as soon as I got home. Charlie, would an all out flush of 
inlets in BRNA boundaries  be workable?  Would camera testing be of some assistance?  Would having an inspector work 
the night shift and patrol the area help? Thank you for listening and any assistance PW can provide." Garry G. 
"Rebecca, I have reviewed the Dahlman Avenue facility and confirmed our hourly scrubber readings and all were in excess 
of 310. These indicate that odor was not present off of the stack. We had doors shut and foggers were on as well. I will 
continue to be diligent as well as my staff on this matter. 
 Mike Musgrave 
 
There have been more, but would take up too much space in the newsletter.  I hope something more permanent will come out 
of the talks with the Mayor.  Thanks to everyone for the dialog and maybe one day we will be smelling fresher air in BRNA! 
Rebecca 
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ABC Roofing 
Best Care Hospital 

BNSF Railroad 
Carpenter Paper 

Design 4 
Hy-Vee 

Lovgren Group 
Morehouse Trucking  

Quality Meats 
Parra Family Dentistry 
Security Nat. Bank 

State Farm 
Tasman 

Village Inn 
Union Pacific RR 

Univar 
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 �(South  Omaha  Environmental  Task  Force) 
The task force met four times this past year to discuss area problems with businesses, city officials and concerned 
citizens.  At the August, many issues were brought up.   Don Preister, who heads the task force, suggested inviting the 
Nebraska Cattlemen’s Association to SOETF meeting since an increasing amount of ranchers are now hauling their own 
cattle.  This may help in preventing manure spills from cattle trucks.    
Other topics discussed were air quality, yard lead removal, graffiti and sewer separation projects. (see above) 
If you are interested in attending these yearly meetings, please contact BRNA next March.   The first 2010 meeting will 
most likely be held in April.  Full minutes for the meeting can be emailed to you upon request at brna@cox.net – make 
the subject line “SOETF”. 
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"Chocolate and pumpkin-nut batters are 
swirled together to make a decorative, 
delicious marbled brownie." 
3/4 cup all-purpose flour 
1/2 teaspoon baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
3/4 cup butter, melted 
1 1/2 cups white sugar 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
3 eggs 

1/4 cup cocoa powder 
1/2 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips 
1/2 cup pumpkin puree 
1/2 cup chopped walnuts 
3/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1/2 teaspoon ground cloves 
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg 

DIRECTIONS:  
1 Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 

degrees C). Grease an 8x8 inch baking 
pan. Stir the flour, baking powder, and salt 
together in a bowl. 

2 In another bowl, stir together the melted 
butter, sugar, and vanilla extract; beat in 
the eggs one at a time with a spoon. 
Gradually add the flour mixture, and stir 
the batter until it's evenly moistened. 
Divide the batter in half in two separate 
bowls. 

3 Into one bowl of batter, blend the cocoa 
powder and chocolate chips. In the second 
bowl of batter, stir in the pumpkin puree, 
walnuts, cinnamon, cloves, and nutmeg. 

4 Spread 1/2 of the chocolate batter into the 
bottom of the prepared baking pan, and 
follow with 1/2 of the pumpkin batter. 
Repeat the layers, ending with a pumpkin 
layer, and drag a kitchen knife or small 
spatula gently through the layers in a 
swirling motion, to create a marbled 
appearance. 

5 Bake in the preheated oven until the 
brownies begin to pull away from the 
sides of the pan, and a toothpick inserted 
into the center comes out clean, 40 to 45 
minutes. Cool in the pan, cut into squares, 
and serve. 

 

Written By Regina Brett, 90 years old, of The Plain Dealer, 
Cleveland,  Ohio  "To celebrate growing older, I once  wrote 
the 45 lessons life taught me. It is the most-requested column 
I've ever written. My  odometer rolled over to 90 in August, so 
 here is the  column once  more: " 
 
*Life isn't fair, but it's still good. *When in doubt, just take the 
next small step.  *Life is too short to waste time 

hating anyone. *Your job won't take care of you when you are sick. Your 
friends and parents will. Stay in touch.  *Pay off your credit cards 
every month.  *You don't have to win every argument.  *Agree to disagree.  
*Cry with someone. It's more healing than crying alone.  *It's OK to get 
angry with God. He can take it.   *Save for retirement starting with your first 
paycheck.  *When it comes to chocolate, resistance is futile.  *Make peace 
with your past so it won't screw up the present.   *It's OK to let your children 
see you cry.   *Don't compare your life to others. You have no idea what their 
journey is all about.   *If a relationship has to be a secret, you shouldn't be in 
it.   *Everything can change in the blink of an eye. But don't worry; God 
never blinks.  *Take a deep breath. It calms the mind.   *Get rid of anything 
that isn't useful, beautiful or joyful.  *Whatever doesn't kill you, really does 
make you stronger.  *It's never too late to have a happy childhood. But 
the second one is up to you and no one else.  *When it comes to going after 
what you love in life, don't take no for an answer.   *Burn the candles, use the 
nice sheets, and wear the fancy lingerie. Don't save it for a special occasion. 
Today is special.  *Over prepare, then go with the flow.  *Be eccentric now.  
*Don't wait for old age to wear purple.  *The most important sex organ is the 
brain.  *No one is in charge of your happiness but you.  *Frame every so-
called disaster with these words 'In five years, will this matter?  *Always 
choose life.  *Forgive everyone, everything.  *What other people think of you 
is none of your business.  *Time heals almost everything. Give time, time.  
*However good or bad a situation is, it will change.  *Don't take yourself so 
seriously. No one else does.  *Believe in miracles.  *God loves you because 
of who God is, not because of anything you did or didn't do.  *Don't audit life. 
Show up and make the most of it now.  *Growing old beats the alternative - 
dying young.  *Your children get only one childhood.  *All that truly matters 
in the end is that you loved.  *Get outside every day. *Miracles are waiting 
everywhere.  *If we all threw our problems in a pile and saw everyone else's, 
we'd grab ours back.  *Envy is a waste of time. You already have all you 
need.  *The best is yet to come.  *No matter how you feel, get up, dress up 
and show up.  *Yield.  *Life isn't tied with a bow, but it's still a gift." 
Submitted by Barb O’Connor 
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·  BRNA’s By-Laws changes were passed. 
·  A BRNA Spring Flea Market was mentioned.   More will be 

discussed later. 
·  Moving BRNA Family Day to fall permanently was brought 

forward for future discussion. 
·  Breakfast for St. Stan’s Staff and Lysol donation were approved. 
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Greta Ritchie CPCU, Agent 
5050 L St.  
Omaha, NE 68117-1329  
Bus. 402-731-5050  
www.gretaritchie.com 
Greta.ritchie.mo50@statefarm.com  
State Farm  Providing Insurance and Financial Services    Home Office, 
Bloomington, Illinois 61710  Se habla español 
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50th and L Family Dentistry 
John Parra D.D.S. 
  
5011 L Street 
Omaha, NE 68117 
731-5423 
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4436 Dahlman Ave. 
Omaha, NE 68107 
Local: 402-731-2222 
Toll Free: 877-608-8693 
Fax 402-731-2156 

 
4920 South 30 St. 
Omaha, NE 68107 

402-734-4110 
www.oneworldomaha.org 

One World is your home for primary 
medical, dental & behavioral 

 health services.   
   

We accept patients without 
insurance, those with Medicare,   

Medicaid and most private 
insurances. 

   

Call (402) 734-4110 for an 
appointment. 

 

SENATOR  HEATH  MELLO  
Nebraska Legislature    District 5 
State Capitol PO Box 94604 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4604 
(402) 471-2710 
 
3004 South 40th Street # 11 
Omaha, NE 68105 

hmello@leg.ne.gov 
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4002 Hamilton St.   *  Omaha, NE 
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Kevin & Tony Bolter, Owners 

(402) 554-0459 
Fax (402) 554-0451 

Ricardo Castro 
Realtor 

0��87��8���7�
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4018  L  Street – Omaha, NE 68107 
ricardoc@unbanica.zzn.com 

www.deebrealestate.com 
 

COMPLETE LAWN CARE A TO Z – TREE 
TRIMMING AND  REMOVAL – 

LANDSCAPING – ROCK AND TIEWALL 
WORK – WEEDLOT MOWING – GRADING – 
SODDING – CONCRETE REMOVAL – SNOW 

REMOVAL  
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COMMERCIAL – RESIDENTIAL 

(402) 731- 0669 
(402) 660-3698 CELL 
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ATTN:  Businesses or Organizations :  
 Newsletter Advertising 

Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement 
to say.   Advertisements are $10.00 per month (or $100.00 per year) 
for business card size ad.     Larger ads are also available - $20 per 
month for quarter-page, $40 per month for half-page and $60 per 
month for full page ads.   Special yearly rates can be offered for 

these also.   Call 502-2013 or email brna@cox.net 
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Yardwaste is collected from all 
households from the first Monday in 
April, through the week following 
Thanksgiving. 
Daylight Savings Time ends October 31st. 
 
� �

BRNA Business Members & 
Supporters 

AA Collision 
BNSF Railroad 
Citizens for Gernandt  
Design 4 Inc. 
GRH Electronics  
G.Richie, State Farm 
Hillside Bar 
HyVee on L St. 
J & M Hauschild House LLC 
Kurtzuba Kareoke  
Larry Konwinski Hauling  
Lovgren  Advert.  
Nebraska Beef  
 

One World Health 
Quality Refrigeration S. 
Parra Family Dental 
Peterson Power Products 
Pitstop 
Tasman Omaha LLC 
Team Sales Farm Supplies 
St. Stanislaus Church 
Senator Heath Mello 
Security National Bank 
W.N. Morehouse Trucking 
Univar 
 

	(�*@�����A�2����2�=�*+)*����
��<<�2+��

If interested in joining,  
Call: Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 

402-502-2013 
rbpatlan@cox.net 
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Mayor’s Hotline 444-5555 
Councilman Gernandt 444-5522 
Odors, Potholes, Snow Removal  444-4919 
OPPD Street Lights Out 1-800-554-6773  
MUD 554-7777 
Graffiti & Gang Tip 444-5992 
  
Omaha Email Hotline:   hotline@ci.omaha.ne.us  
Councilman Gernandt:  ggernandt@ci.omaha.ne.us  

 
��������������	���������������	���������������	���������������	�    

President Virgil Patlan’s Email:  virgilpatlan@cox.net 
General Email:  brna@cox.com 

BRNA Beautification Email:  donandbarb@cox.net 

������AA)=�2� �
President – Virgil Patlan  502-2013  
Vice President – Paul Schaefer 
Treasurer – Keith Roragen  734-4366 
Secretary – Diane Luna  991-9117 
 
Board Member – Barb O’Connor  932-9404 
Board Member –  
Board Member – Sue Bednarz  731-8374 
BRNA Founder – Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 502-2013 
 
����� �33)++���: �
Newsletter Editor & Speakers Coordinator – 
                                 Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 502-2013  
Beautification – Barb and Don O’Connor  932-9404 
Website & Newsletter Designer - Theresa Bidrowski–731-1592  
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 Membership year runs January thru to December. 

Mail to: 
 ����  

#������9�6��4�
�3�(������45��6  

Make checks payable to BRNA. 

 
$12 Per Person  (Per Calendar Year)           Number of  People: ____________   X  $12 =   $________________ 
 
$25 Businesses / Organizations  (Per Calendar Year)  $_______________  
 

Name(s):�

Address:�

Phone #� Fax #�

Email: 
�
(Please check.) ��������� ���������� Renewal:��������������������������������������� New member:    
�
 

�		�:�����)*�������2��2B�*)C�+)�*���8�����2+)��3�*+ ��
Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement to say.   

Advertisements are $10.00 per month (or $100.00 per year) for business card-size ad. 
Larger ads are also available - $20 per month for quarter-page, $40 per month for half-page and $60 per month 

for full page ads.   Special yearly rates can be offered for these also. 

��)D�E
����-���F��2��3�)D�E-2*�G=�9�*�+ F����2�H���+�I)+(�
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Next Meeting: 
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Speaker: Surprise! 
 

Web site:    www.brnaomaha.com  
President Virgil Patlan’s Email:  virgilpatlan@cox.net 

General Email:    brna@cox.net 
BRNA Beautification Email:   donandbarb@cox.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 


