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DON’T  GET  RIPPED-OFF 
 
Spring time is here and we’re all getting ready for clean up and remodeling 
projects. As you start your projects make sure you’ve done your homework.  
A couple of residents in the BRNA area have been ripped off by contractors 
who cheated them out of several thousand dollars.  It’s sad to say that the 
siding for their homes was never even started.  
 
Don’t become the next victim. The Better Business Bureau has some very 
important tips that we all should abide by: 
 

·  Get at least 3 estimates for the work being done and don’t always take 
the lowest bid. 

·  Get recommendations from friends and neighbors about companies 
whose work has been satisfactory. 

·  Do not give more than 30 percent of the total cost up front.  
·  Do not give final payment till all the work is completed and you are 

satisfied 
·  Be sure to check with the Better Business Bureau regarding the 

company’s reliability 
·  Be cautious about dealing with companies from out of state. If you 

have a problem after the work is completed, they may be difficult to 
contact. 

 
My personal suggestion would be to demand at least 
three references - before you give them a down 
payment.  This means you should take the time to call 
past customers and find out if they were happy with the 
work that was done.  If the contractor can’t give you any 
past references tell them to have a nice day and don’t 
call us we’ll call you. 
 
By  
President Patlan 
 

BRNA MEMBERS : 
��������������	�

Family Day and Dumpster Day is just 
around the corner.   We need YOU to 
make it successful!  If you weren't at the 
membership meeting, members signed up 
to help out at each event.  If you'd like 
come and help on these days or If you can't 
make it, please consider bringing baked 
goods and/or gifts for the BINGO Prizes.  
We would like to get some large prizes for 
an “On The Hour Raffle”!   If you know of 
any outside BRNA businesses that may 
want to give, let us know!    Please call 
Rebecca at 502-2013.   

 
More information about the events inside. 

Next meeting:�
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50th & L Street 
(Dutch Treat) 

Come and enjoy good food and 
good neighbors. 
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Saturday, May 30th (10 a.m. to 
Noon)  will be clean-up and 
planting day at Pulaski Park.   
Flowers will be planted around 
the stone and the park sign.   
Come join us beautify our park! 
 
If you cannot come to help, 

please feel free to stop by and bring some flowers for planting.  
We will be planting mainly yellow-shaded flowers this year.   
But any color is welcomed. 
 
Remember to visit the park this summer and pick up litter when 
you can.  Thanks to all the wonderful residents who regularly 
clean the park!  
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As of April, we now have an 
edge in our neighborhood.  I 
love finding new words, and 
that is what Berm means Edge.  
Our new Magnificent 7 are 
BRNA's edge to diffuse crime.  
In this day and time we need an 
edge!  These magnificent 7 have 
been certified and are the first group of BRNA's Citizen 
Patrols.  After four hours of training similar to 
some Omaha Police Department training, our BRNA 
Patrollers walked out and ready to serve and protect our 
area.  They learned how important safety is to each other, 
to report techniques, observation and patrolling skills, how 
to report suspicious activity.  The OCCP taught each of 
them just how important the coalition is and the 
importance of protecting BRNA. 
 
BRNA is now part of the larger Omaha Citizens Patrol that 
has 25 active patrols going throughout Omaha.  Their 
purpose in a nutshell is to improve safety, quality of life, 
publicize and encourage dissemination of information, 
promote formation, training, collaboration and serve as the 
metro area link around community organizations and local 
governments in public safety and related matters.  BRNA 
will be receiving a couple free magnets for one car but we 
will go after enough for five cars.  They are $40 a pair, so 
if anyone would like to contribute, we'll be collecting.  If 
you missed the first training for BRNA members, fret not - 
Rebecca is already organizing the next batch of members.  
Call me at 502-2013, if you are considering becoming a 
BERM for BRNA ! 
Rebecca 

Meeting Notes from April 
·  BRNA’s Neighbor in Need:  It was voted on and passed 

to donate $100 to St. Stan’s Baseball Teams.   Virgil 
won the Calcutta and donated his winnings so the total 
will be $122!   

·  Bylaw changes:  Copies of the new revisions were 
passed out and will be voted upon at the July meeting. 

·  Dalhman and L Street:  BRNA will continue to pursue a 
solution to the trucking eye sore at that location. 

 
 

BRNA Residents, please consider becoming a 
McGruff House so children have a safe place to 

run to -  just in case.  For more information, 
contact OPD Crime Prevention at 444-5865. 

This story is credited and taken from the Midtown Monitor 
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Noon to 3 P.M. 

Free Summer Fun! 
It’s for all area residents and friends!   

Free food and activities for all  
members of the family!     

Come and join your neighbors! 
Food, rides, games, clown,  

face painting, music, give-aways,  
Police and Fire Department display,  

health and safety information – and much more!   
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We need your help!    Any BRNA member or friend who 
would like help, please come join up on June 6th!  Set-up 
starts at 11a.m.  Here are some ways you can help.  Help with 
at least one.   Thank you! 
 
·  Donate baked goods! 
·  Monitor booths. 
·  Help set up tents, etc. 
·  Clean-up. 
·  Donate kiddie prizes. 
·  Adult prizes. 
·  Just being there! 

 

�������/�(�

���

��������� ���� �� ��� �� �
 �
�,���	��-������ 
��

9 A.M. to 2 P.M. 
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During this time, BRNA will also set up several tents.   We 
will be offering some delicious fresh baked goods!   We will 
also be offering items for resale.   So – remember to start your 
Spring cleaning and join us on Saturday, May 13rd ! 
 

.!

%� (�
BRNA will be selling 
homemade goodies at our 
Dumpster Day location.     If 
you wish to donate items, 
please bring them to the 
BAKERY TENT on May 3rd ����������������
***  Bring cookies, brownies, or other finger-
type goodies.   Pre-package  your items in 
plastic sandwich bags – 2 or 3 per bag.   Thank 
You! 

�������/�(  

 
More information will be coming in our  

June Newsletter. 
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HOMEOWNER'S: 
Ask your Doctor, Dentist, Realtor 

to advertise in the  
BRNA Express! 
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 In April, I attended the Combined Sewer Overflow Advisory Committee, in which I was appointed by Mayor Fahey.  This is 
the federal unfunded mandate by the EPA called the CSO.  It consists of sewer separation, tunnels, and a new treatment 
facility.    What I learned may be of interest to you residents in BRNA and Omaha.  Did you know that the City operates over 
850 miles of combined sewers and is 43 square miles in the city? 
  
Out of the Stimulus Package, Nebraska got 20 million for wastewater and 30 million for drinking water and seven and a half 
for our CSO.  A drop in the bucket actually, when we have a $1.7 Billion Bill that only Omaha residents have to pay.  At this 
meeting a report serving as the 1st Draft, was handed out for the Long-Term Control Plan for the City of Omaha.  I asked so 
many questions, because the plan is put down on paper very well, but what concerns me is that implementing it will cost way 
over the proposed costs to all stakeholders, us the Homeowners!   
  
Of course, we will be getting better water, (less e-coli), less backups, green solutions such as new specific projects, possibly in 
Hansom Park, Springlake Park and Forest Lawn Cemetery areas.  But, in 2006, they proposed that it would cost each home 
approximately $50 per month on the MUD bill.  If you noticed it is around $12 now on your MUD bill and will be going up 
each year by 9%.  In 2014, which is just around the corner, will be approximately $38-40.  I threw a fit then and now as I 
learned that the estimates have now jumped from 2006 to 2008, from 1.5-billion to $1.7 billion.  They wouldn't let me have 
the graph, so I wrote as much of it as I could, I don't know why they are so afraid of letting the truth out!   
  
The revised capital cost estimate for these new control includes construction and program contingencies that are based on the 
cost model that was developed as a part of the risk evaluation done during the refinement period.    WHAT!  Speak English, 
You Say!  All I know is that, as these numbers continue to climb, it will be out of your pockets!  
  
As these managers, engineers and extras continue to raise these amounts, I wonder how many of these CSO Advisory Board 
Members even live East of 72nd!   I don't hear them shouting these amounts from the housetops because these are the same 
people that are raising them and saying "OH, $1.5 Million to $1.7 is not too much of a change!  This speaker said this a few 
times during this meeting as I asked for a CAP on the amount!  Are you kidding!  This all will be voted on by the City 
Council in a couple months, residents need to be calling them to ask questions.  On the last CSO Report, our City Council 
didn't even read the report that was going to be sent to the NDEQ until I went up and asked them not to vote on it until they 
did!   
  
I also asked for help for the low income, elderly, disabled, veterans, but there isn't really any real help for anyone.  They said 
11 million will be set aside in a pocket with MUD, but honestly I have never heard of anyone getting help from this Heat Aid 
Fund through United Way, now will have to add Sewer too.  I know allot of people who applied for help, during a hard time, 
and it was always 'it's not hard enough to receive MUD help'.  So who really receives this help?  Homeowners cannot afford 
this extra fee in South and North Omaha.  A BRNA Business owner added it up and said we may be paying over $150.00 by 
2024 for our Clean Solution Omaha.  All I know is that our water will not be the only clean items in Omaha, our pockets will 
be washed out again too!  
Clean out of Money, 
Rebecca  

 
Both Omaha and Douglas County  

Web Sites can be accessed at : 
�

222�4/��/�5*���������
�

The web site has been updated to combine services  
and information!       

 

Alert!   May 11 th  =  Postage Change Increase!  
 

The Liberty Bell Forever Stamp is the only way 
to save at the current rate of 42 cents.  They 

will always be accepted as the value of a First 
Class stamp, no matter what the future rate 

might be.  If you wait until May 11th to buy your Forever 
Stamps, you will be paying the new rate of 44 cents.   

Liberty Bell Forever Stamp 
**Available in Books only - $8.40**  

Good for 1st Class Postage Forever!! 
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~ by Sara Sullivan 
 
Every year around Easter time the 
Sullivan family hosts an annual Easter 
Egg Hunt to help raise money for the 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. This year 
was our 10th anniversary. Even though 
the weather wasn’t all that great we still 
had a great turn out. 

 
Savannah Matuza, a sweet, enthusiastic 9 year old girl, has 
had to deal with the disease all her life. Cystic Fibrosis is a 
life threatening disease that affects lungs and the digestive 
system. She is required to take breathing treatments, 
vitamins, pancreas enzymes, and goes to chest therapy that 
consists of beating the front and back of the chest to break up 
mucus in lungs. Life expectancy now is 37. Through studies, 
with the money raised each year, they add almost another 
year to the life expectancy. 
 
This year we raised $2,185 through the raffle, Calcutta, and a 
donation bucket. All the proceeds go to the C.F. Foundation 
for more research about the disease. We had about 200 
people at our hunt this year. Thank you so much to all who 
helped or are interested in helping in the future! 
Slogan: 
Thanks to Concerned Families and Caring Friends that 
Continue to Fight with Courageous Faith to make Cystic 

Fibrosis stand for Cure Found. 
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Thanks for the Burlington Road Neighborhood 
Association for the great gifts to help celebrate our 

beautiful new library!  Everything is fantastic – coffee 
pots, the beautiful serving dishes and utensils and 

supplies.   They are deeply appreciated and will be put 
to good use.   It’s nice to have such wonderful materials 

available for our public! 
 

Norma Pountrey and  
the Staff of the South Omaha Library 

 

�'��())��(**��%&+�,�-(*	 �
�').%/'+��%0	 �

Chris Higgenbothem's last day was April 22nd at South 
Omaha Hy-Vee Store on "L" Street.  If you didn't get to meet 
him, he was the awesome Store Manager who always took 
care of BRNA for our Family Day.  He will be taking over 
the Hy-Vee Store on North 16th in Council Bluffs.  Another 
store will be opening next summer off 25th and Broadway, in 
which he will become their Store Manager.  Chris 
Higgenbothem has been running two stores, but now is 
relieved that Bob Osborn is now taking over the "L" Street 
Store.  As we are sad to see Chris go, we are happy for him 
because he is now closer to his family in CB.  We will miss 
you, Chris!  Cagnie and Lacie will be meeting Bob and know 
that Bob will be doing a great job, too!  Hy-Vee always hires 
the BEST!  Welcome, Bob!   
~ Rebecca  
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Greta Ritchie CPCU, Agent 
5050 L St.  
Omaha, NE 68117-1329  
Bus. 402-731-5050  
www.gretaritchie.com 
Greta.ritchie.mo50@statefarm.com  
State Farm  Providing Insurance and Financial Services    Home Office, 
Bloomington, Illinois 61710  Se habla español 
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50th and L Family Dentistry 
John Parra D.D.S. 
  
5011 L Street 
Omaha, NE 68117 
731-5423 

-���������%�����-
����. �
4436 Dahlman Ave. 
Omaha, NE 68107 
Local: 402-731-2222 
Toll Free: 877-608-8693 
Fax 402-731-2156 

4920 South 30 St.  
Omaha, NE 68107 
402-734-4110 
www.oneworldomaha.org 
One World is your home for primary 
medical, dental & behavioral health services.  
We accept patience without insurance, those 
with Medicare,   Medicaid and most private insurances. 
Call 402-734-4110 for an appointment. 

SENATOR  HEATH  MELLO  
Nebraska Legislature    District 5 
State Capitol PO Box 94604 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4604 
(402) 471-2710 
 
3004 South 40th Street # 11 
Omaha, NE 68105 

hmello@leg.ne.gov 
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4002 Hamilton St.   *  Omaha, NE 
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Kevin & Tony Bolter, Owners 

(402) 554-0459 
Fax (402) 554-0451 
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ATTN:  Bus inesses or Organizations :  
 Newsletter Advertising 

Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement 
to say.   Advertisements are $10.00 per month (or $100.00 per year) 
for business card size ad.     Larger ads are also available - $20 per 
month for quarter-page, $40 per month for half-page and $60 per 
month for full page ads.   Special yearly rates can be offered for 
these also.   Call 502-2013 or email brna@cox.net.  

��� �0��
�.�4�.�"���
�����  
ABC Roofing 
BNSF Railroad  
Carpenter Paper 
Design 4 
Hy-Vee 
Lovgren Group  
Morehouse Trucking 

Quality Meats 
Parra Family Dentistry 
State Farm 
Security National Bank  
Tasman 
Union Pacific 
Univar 

'	����)
�3 �

BRNA Business Members & Supporters  
BNSF Railroad 
Councilman G. Gernandt 
Design 4 Inc. 
GRH Electronics  
G.Richie, State Farm 
HyVee on L St. 
Nebraska Beef  
One World Health  
Quality Refrigeration S. 

Parra Family Dental 
Tasman 
St. Stanislaus Church 
Senator Heath Mello 
Schaefer Painting 
Security National Bank 
W.N. Morehouse Trucking 
Univar 
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DOB: 02-01-1972 
Risk Level: 3 
Race: W 
Sex: M 
Height: 5'08" 
Weight: 160  
Hair: RED 
Eyes: BLU 
Alias(es): 
Finlan, Ron  
 
 
Address (Reported by Registrant as of 10-01-2007) 
4429 S 33rd St - Omaha, Douglas County, NE  68107 
 
 
Sex Crime Conviction(s) 
Crime: Criminal Child Enticement by Computer F3A  
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���� ����From Don Preister�
The South Omaha Environmental Task Force, SOETF, 
seeks to identify area environmental problems, and then 
implement corrective solutions to them in a spirit of 
voluntary cooperation with business, residents and 
government.  The four meetings each year are open to all 
interested people.  They are held in the meeting room of the 
new MCC/Omaha Library at 28th and Q Streets.  The start 
time is 7:30 am for all of the 2009 meetings, June 11th, 
August 13th and October 8th.   
Area residents are especially welcome and encouraged 

to attend. 
Anyone who has questions can contact the Chairman, 

Don Preister at  donaldpg@msn.com     
or  call: 733-6660   

Topics of discussion are air quality, manure and animal 
parts spills on streets, truck problems and other issues that 

attendees bring up.�
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1 (18.25 ounce) package yellow cake mix 
1 (20 ounce) large can crushed pineapple 
with juice 
3/4 cup white sugar 
2 (3.5 ounce) packages instant vanilla 
pudding mix 
3 cups milk 
1 8 oz. Cool Whip 
3/4 cup flaked coconut, toasted 
1/2 cup chopped pecans 
 
DIRECTIONS: 

 Prepare and bake cake mix according to box 
directions for a 9 x 13 inch cake pan.  While the 
cake is baking, combine pineapple with juice 
and 3/4 cup sugar in a medium saucepan. Cook 
over medium heat for 20 minutes until thick 
and syrupy, stirring occasionally. Pierce top of 
hot cake with fork at 1 inch intervals or with 
wooden spoon handle. Pour pineapple mixture 
over cake.  Cool completely. 

 Beat pudding mix with milk until smooth. 
Spread pudding over cooled cake.  Chill cake 
for 24 hours.  Top with Cool whip and sprinkle 
with toasted coconut and pecans just before 
serving. Refrigerate leftovers. 
 
Variation: 

Leave off the pudding layer and instead mixed 
together 1 pkg. pudding mix with 1 cup milk, 
then added 1 eight ounce size Cool Whip and 
mixed together for the frosting.  Topped it with 
chopped pecans. Saves a little time and money. 
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Mayor’s Hotline 444-5555 
Councilman Gernandt 444-5522 
Odors, Potholes, Snow Removal  444-4919 
OPPD Street Lights Out 1-800-554-6773  
MUD 554-7777 
Graffiti & Gang Tip 444-5992 
  
Omaha Email Hotline:   hotline@ci.omaha.ne.us  
Councilman Gernandt:  ggernandt@ci.omaha.ne.us  
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President Virgil Patlan’s Email:  virgilpatlan@cox.net 
Email:  brna@cox.com 

BRNA Beautification Email:  donandbarb@cox.net 

�����$BB+4�,� �
President – Virgil Patlan  502-2013  
Vice President – Mark Fields 733-9337 
Treasurer – Mary Ann Anderson 734-5734 
Secretary – Diane Luna 714-1386 
 
Board Member – Barb O’Connor  932-9404 
Board Member – Keith Roragen  734-4366 
Board Member – Sue Bednarz  731-8374 
Past President – Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 502-2013 
 
�����#/��+

���� �
Website & Newsletter Editor – Theresa Bidrowski  731-1592 
Beautification – Barb and Don O’Connor  932-9404 
Speakers Coordinator – Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 502-2013  
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�����	�����������	 			

 Membership year runs January thru to December. 

Mail to: 
 ����  

"�$���/C�:����
$����	�����3��:  

Make checks payable to BRNA. 

 
$12 Per Person  (Per Calendar Year)           Number of  People: ____________   X  $12 =   $________________ 
 
$25 Businesses / Organizations  (Per Calendar Year)  $_______________  
 

Name(s):�

Address:�

Phone #� Fax #�

Email: 
�
(Please check.) ���������������� ��� Renewal:��������������������������������������� New member:    
�
 

����������+�������/,�$,5��+D�
+/����)���0�,
+�����
 ��
Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement to say.   

Advertisements are $10.00 per month (or $100.00 per year) for business card-size ad. 
Larger ads are also available - $20 per month for quarter-page, $40 per month for half-page and $60 per month 

for full page ads.   Special yearly rates can be offered for these also. 


�+*�E ����1/0�F�/,����+*�E1,��G4/C���
 F����,�H���
�2+
�� �1I�4
�*+���J�������K�
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Next Meeting: 
Tuesday, May 12th    

“Dinner Out” 
 

Lansky’s 
50th and L Street 

 

Come & join!!  
Web site:    www.brnaomaha.com  

President Virgil Patlan’s Email:  virgilpatlan@cox.net 
Email:    brna@cox.net 

BRNA Beautification Email:   donandbarb@cox.net 
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