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The Christmas holiday is one of many that children received great gifts. Toysin every
size and color could be bought and given despiteal the scares of the heavy
lead announcements. EPA's standards are 600 parts per million when it comes to toys
and children. This past year there have been numerous free testing through
out Omaha and it is not too late to bring your toys to the different sites.
One organization that does free community testing is Omaha Healthy Kids Alliance.
This past week | notified Shae from OHKA, because my daughter Kristy had tested
her 6 children's Christmastoys. They had just spent the day at the Amazing Pizza
Machine and thought to take the prizes that her kids won and the wrist band that they
gave each child. Thewrist band's doggy tested at a whopping 2000, also a prize
called the Pirate Empire has small pirates that read at 1600 parts per million.

That's when | decided to call The Pizza Machine. | taked to one of the
owner/manager who was very cooperative and concerned. He reassured me that he
had gotten everything tested prior to giving them out to the public and thank me for
my concern. He has aso started a small investigation to ensure that his toys are safe
for children. (Thank You, Pizza Machine.) | thought - why would these be given out
if they are till high in lead then? So | caled Shae and shesaid that she will be
meeting with the Community Advisory Group for the Omaha Lead Site's Education
Committee this next week and would talk about this. | am also on this Advisory
Group and feel that there needs to be a next step, where if government (CPSC),
industries or businesses aren't concerned for our children then we need to step up and
hit the stores individually to take responsibility for bringing these items to our
children. Americais a supply and demand country, so if they supply harmful items,
then we must demand safety for our families. | would hope that all stores in Omaha
and USA are as concerned as Pizza Machine seemsto be. They truly are amazing.

What can you do? If you are concerned about lead in your children's toys, save them
and take them to a free community testing in your area. It is so important to
remember that there is no safe lead level and children under 6 are the most effected by
lead because they are ill in their development stages and they tend to put toysin their
mouths. Maybe you can even contact your school principals, daycares or churchesto
ask them to get their toys checked for the safety of the little ones.

For more information Contact Shae at 561-7596 or visit www.omahaheal thykids.org
For the Kids.

Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan

BRNA President

Burlington Road Neighborhood Association
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Love for your neighbor consists of
three things:
- to desire the greater good of
everyone;
- to do what good we can when
we can;
- to bear, excuse, and hide other's
faults.

- &. John Vianney

Next meeting:

St. Stanisdaus Hall

D "##

Come see & listen to the new piano!
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On January 8" BRNA meeting, Councilmen Gernandt and
Suttle presented BRNA'’s Virgil Patlan with a certificate of
the resolution signed by all Council members and the Mayor.
The resolution will recognize all Vietnam Veterans in
Omaha as well as Nebraska.

When the City Council met in November, they recognized
the 96 Vietham Veterans from Omaha who gave their lives
in the war. Councilman Gernandt read the Resolution and
CC Suttle helped him read all 96 names.

Virgil and Rebecca Patlan spoketo the City Council and
presented the letter below on BRNA stationary:

Dearest City Councilmen,

This past Saturday, Burlington Road Neighborhood held a
ceremony of remembrance for the 96 Omaha Vietnam
Veterans, who werekilled in action.

This was the start of a healing process, not only for them but
for those who knew that our boys were forgotten. The
ceremony held over the week end, honors those who made
the ultimate sacrifice.

BRNA feels now that we should properly recognize ALL
Vietham Veterans who served proudly. Because of this,
BRNA's board is planning to continue this healing process
by announcing today that on November 8, 2008, there will be
a ‘Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Parade’ .

Rebecca Barrientos/Patlan -BRNA President
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BRNA's Christmas Party was canceled in December due to
inclement weather. But BRNA knows how to party! The
special potluck was postponed and held on January 8". Sister
Marion opened the “New Years/Christmas Potluck” with a
prayer.  The room was filled with good neighbors, friends
and wonderful smells. The food was delicious. Thanksto all
the members who shared their yummy dishes. By the end of
the evening, everyone went home with a prize and a full
tummy.

A special thanks to Joe Janousek and Sharene Waltermire for
donating the prizes and making a lot of people happy.
Also,“Thank You” to Westlake Ace Hardware, Ace Hardware
on Center and No Frills on South 50" for their donations for
our New Y ears/Christmas Party.

Spring park clean-up will be
coming this spring.

PULASKI| -
PARK

If you have done any early clean-
up on some of those nice winter
days, please let Barb know.
932-9404

R |

BRNA membership runs January to December. Fees are $12 per
individual membership and $25 per business membership. So come

to the next meeting to renew or mail in you renewal card. If you

were a new member who joined in October, November or December

in 2007, your membership extends for the 2008 year. (Monthly
Seeform in back of newdetter.  newsletters will stop in March for non-renewals.)




In gratitude for allowing BRNA to use their hall for meetings and
gatherings, BRNA & an anonymous family donated a piano to St.
Stanislaus School! It is located in the school hall and will be used
by the children during music classes. The children are thrilled. It
truly has awonderful sound!

( ") *%t,- . from Joyce Sadler and students!

Principal Gary Davis accepting piano paperwork from BRNA President.

By Diane Luna, BRNA Secretary

Congratulations to Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan. It
gives me great pride to announce that our very own
BRNA president, Rebecca will be running for Senator
Don Preister’s seat in the Nebraska State Legidative
Digtrict 5. For those of you who have been with us
since the beginning know that Becky was the founder
of BRNA. Her hard work and dedication since then
has made for a better neighborhood for our association
and also for South Omaha as a whole. She is on so
many boards and has worked hard for us and the
children. | feel Becky will bring that same work ethic
and devotion to the Nebraska Legislature and help to
make our voices heard in the statewide forum. Here's
wishing her al the best in her run for the Nebraska
Legidature. YOU GO GIRL.

Asfor Senator Priester, we will missyou. You have
done an excellent job. We are sad that you have to
give up your seat. Good luck in whatever venture you
take on now.
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One of our most basic needs is undergarments!
BRNA will be collecting underwear, socks, and
T-Shirts for homeless men, women, and children.
Donations going to:
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All sizes needed!
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line within three feet of the curb line.

parking lots, roofs or other private property.

City Code Sec. 34-332: It shall be the duty of the occupant, as well as the duty of the owner, of any lot or land or
real estate in the city to clear all ice and snow from the sidewalks adjoining the said lot, land or real estate within 24
hours after the cessation of any storm or fall of snow; said snow and ice may be placed in the street along the curb

It shall be unlawful to place snow and ice on any alley or street right-of-way from private sidewalks, driveways,




By Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan
During the third week of

January, BRNA's Secretary

and | were busy little bees -

buzzing from business to

business handing out our latest

newdetter. We started with

GO Express on L Street &

Dahlman and met Drummond

Crews, President. He asked

many questions about BRNA

and we spilled our pride in the

many achievements and the

exciting year coming. The

building has been an improvement in and out during their
young life of one and a half yearsin the area. Mr. Crews said
that they will be doing more landscaping in the future in the
front and back of there property. He said hed talk to his
board and get back with us on joining.

Next we went to the Dollar Tree and met manager Mayra
Cordero, she was very outgoing and remembered BRNA Day
because she lives in the area and brought her kids over. She
aso livesin BRNA, so | gave her a second newsletter for her
family. She was excited to learn that Dian€'s grandson Luke
was the stores first customer. We asked about the scoop on
the fire engine a couple weeks ago. She said that it wasjust a
lunch mishap with a hot pocket over cooked in the
microwave. Who hasn't ever done that! It may have been
possible that the digging across the street hit an electrical
jack, that closed them down for four hours. She said that her
new nick name is....guess? You got it... Hot Pockets! | also
asked her about possible lead in toys in their store. She said
that the corporate office does testing on all their products
before sending them to each store throughout the Nation.

They pull toys off shelves when the corporate office sends
them arecdl list. What was impressive was if the corporate
office finds anything wrong with the product, they enter the
codes and call arecall then enters it into the registers so they
won't be sold. At that point all those products are pulled off
the shelf and pack up and shipped back. She said, “Kids are
very important to the Dollar Tree and me, | have kids! We
pull off about one recaled item a week!" | wish all
businesses were just as concerned in not selling toys made
with lead for all the kids in Americal Thanks, Dollar
Tree.

We then crossed over to Fastenal. He remembered me
fromthis past summer, when Theresa and | stopped in on
their grand opening. He said that he wanted to join and did!
He asked all about the BRNA and there our pride bubbled

again at our stories of success. Then he said he can't wait for
the new newdletter. | told him that now that he joined, he
would get to read it in the next one sent out. (THIS ONE!).
Fastenal had brought in many new household and hardware
products - nails, hammers, shovels and ladders. So, if you
need to go to Menards for something, try Fastena instead.
They may have what you need! And meet Mace and Mike -
what a couple of home town fun faces.

A couple more stops lead us to Dr. Bosilevac at the Best
CarePet Hospital. He said it was a shame that Petco left the
area, but he is now going to open a Pet Supply that may have
many of the products Petco sold. It will be a pet food
warehouse store only, and will not carry any pets - only
products. The building will have a new expansion of the pet
hospital and will not only be a pet hospital, but arehab and a
boarding house. It is planning be opened possibly in March.
He also joined BRNA! | can’t wait till the new store opens!

We stopped at Mary’s Restaurant, but they were closed on
Tuesdays. They had asign on their window that they will be
trying for a Class C Liquor License. This means that they
will be serving and selling packaged liquor. So if any
neighbor has a comment to share, either to support or to
complain call Councilman Garry Gernandt at 444-5522.

We stopped to say hello to Mike at the Hill Side and to ask
him about Mary’'s. He saw that we were parched and bought
us a coke to go with my chips. He also gave us his 08 dues
for BRNA — without a twist of the aam! What committed
thoughtful memberswe havein BRNA!

Our last stop was Lil Tikes Daycare, on 36" and F. They
had over 30 children all resting. It was so cute and quite! The
Preschool Activity Program has nine full time employees, that
have been with them from the start. They also have a before
and after program for ages 5-12 and are hilingual. They
opened in October, and had moved from a 42™ Street
location. They have been in business for eight years. Cheryl
Gregory is the owner and Amanda the assistant. They were
excited to have us stop in. They keep the building secure for
the children and are very family oriented. They are
concerned about the vehicles running the four-way stop
during drop off and pick up timesfor the children. They may
our next business on board!

Welcometo the neighborhood and to BRNA!
Rebecca and Diane



Age Requirement: al dogs and cats 4 months
and older

Time Period you may have a pet to be
considered an owner OR

new Residents haveto license within: 30
days

Vaccinations Required for licensing:
Rabies—vet proof isrequired.

Dog License Fees: $30intact / $15 altered
(*Veterinary proof of spay/neuter isrequired to
license at the lower rate. (Seeing Eye/Service
Dog Fees. Free)

Cat LicenseFees: $30intact / $12 altered
(*Veterinary proof of spay/neuter isrequired to
license at the lower rate.)

Licensing Due Dates. January 1 and
delinquent after March 15 of each year.
Licenses are good for one year beginning
January 1.

Late/Delinquent Fee: by March 15", Late
licenses payments made March 16 through
March 31 are doubled and capped at $100 per
household. Late license payments submitted
April 1 or later are subject to a $50 per pet
penalty (capped at $100 per household) plus
www.fathersrightsne.org applicable license fees.

Animals Required to Wear Tags. Dogsand
Cats who are not micro chipped

Lost Tags: You can request replacement tags
Sometimes neighbors need to contact authorities to improve the neighborhood. | by coming into the shelter in person, or you can

Here are some numbersto call if you have a problem in your neighborhood. send your personal
Litter and weeds on private property 444-5910 information, pets name, and a
Snow removal or street complaints (potholes) | 444-4919 (24 hour s) $10 replacement fee to:
Traffic signals out or traffic signs down 444-5160 (24 hour s) NHS replacement tag
Animal control (barking dogs) or dead animals | 444-7800 8929 Fort Street
NE Humane Society Omaha, Ne 68134
Street lights out OPPD 1-800-554-6773 *License fees are a non
Crime reports (non-emergency) 444-4877 refundable city fee. In the event that your
Air quality/odor control 444-6015 pet is deceased, you may transfer the
or 444-4919 (24 hours) license to a new pet.
Douglas County Health Degpt. 444-7485 To license your pet online, go to:
Graffiti & Gang Tip 444-5992 www.nehumanesociety.org/
MAYOR HOTLINE (Misc.) 444-5555 Follow the link to: Licensing And Laws
Email = hotline@ci.omaha.ne.us
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Does it seem like plastic bags are taking over your house
and the outdoors? These bags photodegrade, meaning they
break down into smaller pieces; they never fully biodegrade.
Before you discard (or even recycle) another plastic bag,
consider trying some of theseideas:

1. Save money by using plastic bags astrash can liners.

2. Don't buy expensive mailing fillers. Save plastic bags to
protect and keep items from moving around.

3. Use plastic bags to protect Christmas decorations while storing.

4. Keep acouple plastic bags in a diaper bag for soiled clothing.

5. When traveling, use plastic bags in your suitcases for dirty underclothes.

6. Place your wet swim suits or other wet clothing inside plastic bags until you
arrive home and can launder or hang out to dry.

7. When away from home, put dirty shoes or boots in abag so you don’t get dirt
inyour car. (That's assuming you have other shoesto wear.)

8. Place disposable diapers in a bag before tossing in the diaper pail. It helps
diminish odors somewhat.

9. Keep several in your car, especidly if you have children. If someone gets
unexpectedly sick while on the highway and you're unable to stop, use double
bags. Y ou can knot and dispose—better in the bag than all over the car.

10. Use for puzzles or other items which have small partsthat may get lost.

11. Place food insde a plastic bag before packing in a lunch bag. Even
"airtight" containers can leak, especially if thelid is not on tightly.

12. For easy cleanup, place a plastic bag inside a bucket or pot next to your sink
when you peel fruits or vegetables. You can quickly dispose of the bag or place
peelings in a compost pile.

13. Double line a bucket with plastic bags. When removing the skin and fat (or
even bones) from chicken or other meat, place in bags for easy cleanup.

14. Place frozen ice packs in a plastic bags to prevent condensation from
"puddling” in your lunch bag.

15. Use for organization in a deep freezer. You can also use various colored
bags to sort vegetables.

16. When defrosting meats, place a paper towel in a plastic bag and put meatsin
the bag to prevent messy leaks and cleanups.

17. In the winter, use plastic bags over your children’s snow boots to keep feet
drier.

18. Carry a couple bags with you while you walk. You can use it to pick up
trash and then dispose.

19. Take bags to the grocery store to reuse instead of getting new ones each
time.

20. Donate bags to food pantries, used book stores, libraries, thrift shops, or
other organizations. Instead of stuffing all the bags into one bag, flatten the
plastic bags, fold them in half, and place in another plastic bag before donating.
21. Fill several bags with food or other items for a needy family. (Thisis one of
the most rewardi ng ways to use those bag_:]s!)

www.metrorideshare.org/en-US/

MetrO! Rideshare is a free, quick and
secure service that connects commuters
throughout the Metropolitan Omaha Region
who are interested in carpooling. Simply
create a new_account and profile and
MetrO! Rideshare will automatically
search for carpool matches according to
your commuting preferences.

Carpooling helps to save money on fuel
costs and vehicle wear and tear. Having
someone to share the ride with can aso be
fun and relaxing. And by carpooling you
are helping to reduce our dependence on oil
and decrease pollution in the Omaha metro
area.
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Whatever you do - don't wear blugjeans!
DONT wear cotton outside in
winter - keep it for lounging by the fire.
Cottonabsorbs sweat and  moisture
and clings to your body, robbing you of
precious heat, and giving you the chills!

If you want to be more active year round,
you might want to invest in
polypropylene long underwear.
Polypropylene is a fantastic m
material that is the best
material for spending a lot
of time outsde in al
conditions. Remember, just
like your upper clothing,
wool or synthetic blend
socks will make you so
much comfortable than

'

cotton!
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Member s chance to advertise a garage sale, sell an item, or
just announce a special occasion! AND it isFREE to
members.

ALL ADS DUE BY THE 18™ OF EACH MONTH.
There are 4 different waysto get alisting in our newsletter:
Call Theresa at 731-1592 or Diane at 731-5862

Email your listing to brna@cox.net with the
subject line “BRNA Ad".

Or bring your listing to the next BRNA meeting.
Please note: Listings are subject to scrutiny by the BRNA board
and will be refused if judged inappropriate.

John Luna's reply to the BRNA Member's card that we
sent him below.

TO ALL BRNA MEMBERS -
Thank-you for being concer ned guardians of
thiscommunity. The future generations
dependson you. Don®let thedown. Thanks
for your kind thoughts.
John Luna God Bless.

Paul Schaefer/ Owner
Painting and Staining - Interior and Exterior
Wood Finishing - Deck Cleaning & Treatment

A @

3972 South 36th Ave.
Omaha, NE 68107
402-734-7227 res.
968-8810 cell
schaeferpainting@aol.com
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The Red, White and Blue is the fourth
oldest national flag in the world. It
was adopted on June 14, 1777. In
1916, President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed Flag Day
but became official by Congressional designation in
1949. The US Flag Code was adopted in 1923 and
amended later to make sure that it is treated with respect.

“NO DISRESPECT SHOULD BE SHOWN TO THE
FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA” —
US. FLAG CODE

These codes Do Not have any penalties or enforcement
provisons to comply to but are only to guide
organizations and groups who wish to honor the flag of
the United States of America.

On January 1% (New years Day) and Inauguration Day, it
may be flown to show that our country, America is a
great and living country that we the people are proud to

fly.

There' s abeautiful flag in the land of the free,

There's a beautiful flag on the treacherous seg;

Through the blackness of night o’er the dark swollen
wave,

Floats that sheltering flag, o' er the true and the brave.

Where the fierce tempest raves on the wild, stormy sea,
Floats the stars and the stripes from the land of the free.
- Words by Benj. Webber
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(Reported by Registrant as of 12-12-
2007)

Thisis one of the best months of the entire year to prune fruit,
flowering and shade trees. Deciduous plants like forsythia,
guince, spirea and other early spring flowering shrubs should
be pruned a little | ater, after they have finished flowering. Or,
you can cut a few branches early and force them into early
bloom in warm water. Basic pruning is done to improve the
shape of the plant, open it up for good air circulation and
better sun exposure. Always start your

pruning by removing all dead, decayed or

broken branches. Water sprouts, suckers,

and crossed branches can aso be removed

to improve the appearance of the plant

and encourage a better shape. Roses can

be pruned late this month or next.




Easy and rich, this soup is made of
cream cheese, butter, green onions,
corn, canned potato soup, and shrimp.
A real treat and ready to eat in twenty-
fiveminutes. Yields: 5 servings

INGREDIENTS:

1 (8 ounce) package cream cheese
1/2 cup butter

1 cup chopped green onions

2 (10.75 ounce) cans condensed
cream of potato soup

1 (15.25 ounce) can whole kernel
corn

1 pound cooked shrimp

In a soup pot, slowly melt cream
cheese and butter over low heat.
Add green onions and simmer 10 to
15 minutes. Stir in potato soup and
corn. Simmer 10 to 15 minutes. Stir
in milk to desired consistency.
Begin with 1/2 cup of milk and add
more if needed. Soup will be thick.
Add shrimp and heat thoroughly.

Q: Who sends 1,000 Valentine cards signed,
“Guess who?”
A; A divorce lawyer.

Q: What do farmers give their wives on
Vaentine's Day?
A: Hogs and Kisses!

Q: Boring husband: Honey, why are you wearing
your wedding ring on the wrong finger?
A: Bored wife: Because | married the wrong man!

Q: What did Frankenstein say to his girlfriend?
A: “Bemy valenstein!”

Q: Do skunks celebrate Vaentine's Day?
A: Sure, they're very scent-imental!

Q: What does a man who loves his car do on February 147?
A: Hegivesit aVaenshine!

Girl: “1 can’t be your vaentine for medical reasons.”
Boy: “Redly?’
Girl: “Y eah, you make me sick!”

Q: What did the cholcolate syrup say to theice cream?
A: “I’'m sweet on you!”

Q: Why did the pig give his girlfriend a box of candy?
A: It was Valenswine' s Day!

Q: What did the painter say to her boyfriend?
A; “l loveyou with al my art!”
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Mesting at St. Stanislaus Hall (Second Tuesday) (41% and J Street) ~ 6:30 p.m.
7 $ 6 8 3 $2
0 # Mesting at St. Stanislaus Hall (Second Tuesday) (41% and J Street)  6:30 p.m.
Speaker: Darcy Tromanhauser- Appleseed Center  “Civic Particpation™” (immigration expert)
7 $ B ) 1 62 52 8 9 6
| m
Mayor’s Hotline 444-5555 President — Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 502-2013
Councilman Gernandt 444-5522 Vice President —Mark Fields
Odors, Potholes, Snow Removal | 444-4919 Treasurer — Tammy Nelson
OPPD Street Lights Out 1-800-554-6773 Secretary — Diane Luna 714-1386
MUD 554-7777 Board Member — Keith Roragen 734-4366
Graffiti & Gang Tip 444-5992 Board Member — Mary Ann Anderson 734-5734
Board Member — Virgil Patlan 502-2013
Omaha Email Hotline: hotline@ci.omaha.ne.us
Councilman Gernandt: ggernandt@ci.omaha.ne.us

Website & Newsletter Writer— Theresa Bidrowski 731-1592

Newsletter Mailer — Mary Ann Anderson

Email: brna@cox.com Beautifipation —Barb aqd Don O Connor 932-9404
o - ’ Fund-raiser & Grant Writer — Diane Luna 714-1386

BRNA Beautification Email: donandbarb@cox.net Speakers Coordinator — Rebecca Patlan 502-2013

Business — Mark Fields & Virgil Patlan 502-2013

1o# $ Mail to: - Membership year runs
' $ | #ott- o January thru to
# %$ ! < I; December.

: Make checks payable to BRNA.
| $12 Per Person (Per Calendar Y ear) Number of People: X $12=$
I

I
: $25 Businesses/ Organizations (Per Calendar Year) $
I

| Name(s): Phonet#
I

I
I Address City Zip

Fax # Email

ATTN: Businessesor Organizations
Y ou could receive one month of free advertisement for joining BRNA's Membership.
Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement to say.
Advertisements are $5.00 per month (or $50.00 per year) for a business card-size ad.
Larger ads are also available - $10 per month for quarter-page, $20 per month for half-page and $40
per month for full page ads.

* *  Newsletters will stop in March for Non-Renewals




% &' #

&
- /&0 1
Next Meeting:

Tuesday, February 12"
Come see & listen to the new piano!

Web site:  http://members.cox.net/brna
Email: brna@cox.net
BRNA Beautification Email: donandbarb@cox.net

(Sorry - this may be your last

newsletter if not renewed.)



