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Start your spring cleaning and gather all your 

junk.  Bring it to 38th and D Street. 
More information on pages 3 and 4! 
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The City requests that healthy, abled people 
get out and help unload their vehicles.  Most 
people have in the past, and we appreciate 
that.		Thank You! 	

 
 

In March, as we sprang forward and are heading towards spring events, 
we always want to remember that with springtime come storms and 
where storms are there may be the threats of a tornado.  Whether the 
weather brings sever weather like tornado watches and warnings, we are 
being protected by so many on our behalf.   
  
Virg and I took a tour of what many may call The Bunker, the proper 
name is the Nebraska Emergency Operation Center.   Wow!  As we made 
our way through a foot thick hydraulic door that lead down a flight of 
stairs, we were 2 and a half stories below ground.  We could not believe 
that we found it this place, it was so secluded yet right in front of our 
noses.     
  
As we toured this area, we watched a few of the 33 employees being busy 
in their cubicles.  Their jobs are to protect and educate in the 
communication field.  This hub of employees are in direct 
communication with many state agency heads and policy makers 
including the Governor.  At any given moment from 1 to 100 people 
could fill these rooms on our behalf, because of different scenarios that 
may happen.  So, three times a year they exercise drills that involve some 
or all of these agencies at once. Agencies like NEMA, FEMA, HHS, 
power plants and military employees train to be ready for in climate and 
terrorism scenarios, on our behalf. 
  
This command center with large maps and a six screen 12 x 12 TV was 
such a sight.  Even the Governor has to go through exercises in case of an 
emergency and some say could possibly be held down there for a six 
month stay.  All for the safety and continuance of a great state like 
Nebraska. 
  
So hopefully, as these next months are rolling in, make sure you are 
ready to bunker in, just in case for whatever reason.  Have your supplies 
ample and a radio with extra batteries in a plastic bag.  And know that 
you can rest in Nebraska when the sirens go off.  Then remember, we are 
being watched and protected by the best, rest assured! 
  
Your BRNA President 
Rebecca 
 

Next meeting: 
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Next Meeting:  

Tuesday, Apr il 8th 
6:30 p.m. 

St. Stanislaus 
41st and J 
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BRNA donated $200 to 
South High School to 
use for the purchase of 
balls.  They will be 
using it to buy a case of 
softballs for the South 
High Girls Fast Pitch 
Softball Team. They were very appreciative!   Pictured: Dr. Roni 
Huerta accepting check from Rebecca. 
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Mike McGee from the Omaha Police Department visited with 
BRNA members at the March meeting.  He was impressed by 

the number of attendees and said 
that is important for neighborhood 
groups and the police to stay 
connected.   He had high praise 
for the city’s Citizen Patrol.     
 
Mike also said that it is important 
for all citizens to notify the police 
of any unusual activity.  
Sometimes the police have to 
prioritize issues, but even small 
issues are important.   We may see 

only a piece of a puzzle, but the police look at the whole 
puzzle.   Graffiti is one of those issues.   He said taking pictures 
of it can help the police.  What seems like gibberish to us, the 
experts in graffiti can study and read it.   Mike said that there 
were 20 arrests during the last three months.     
 
Some questions posed to Mike:    
·  When can you paint over graffiti?  The temperature of 40 

degrees or higher is needed for a paint-over.   
·  Would a curfew help prevent graffiti?   Omaha has no 

curfew and the police say it would not be easy to enforce in 
such a large city as Omaha.   Smaller towns can do it more 
easily. 

·  Do the shoes hanging on electric lines by Pulaski mean a 
drug house is near?  Drug houses are always thinking up 
new ways to show their locations.   He thought calling 
OPPD may get the shoes removed.    1-800-554-6773  
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·  BRNA Dumpster Day was announced for May 

3rd.  
 
·  Bake Sale items will again be needed for 

Dumpster Day.   Please donate individually 
wrap baked items. 

 
·  Dumpster Day signs – Please return all signs to 

St. Stan’s at the next meeting on April 8th or set 
out the week of April 28th. 

 
·  Discussion of how to use a possible grant for 

Pulaski Park.  The grant would be $5000.  
Parks Department has declined the purchase of 
lamps.   They say they are not advisable.  Other 
thoughts were perhaps a cement pad in the S.E. 
corner with an electrical outlet.   The outlet 
would have a lock box and used for special 
activities.   BRNA will contact OPPD to see if 
it is possible. 

 
·  Discussion of Rosenblatt’s plight was initiated.   

Some felt an election should be held so that the 
people can voice their choice.   

 
·   The TREE GRANT from OPPD is offered 

again this year.   Last year BRNA was able to 
plant many new trees in Pulaski.   This year, 
BRNA will contact OPPD to see if BRNA can 
give out the trees to neighborhood families to 
plant in their yards.   Several people signed up 
for the offer.   If you are interested, call 502-
2013.    

 
·  Election for Nebraska legislation will be held 

this year.  Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan is 
running.   Heath Mello will also be running.   
He has attended a number of BRNA meetings 
and introduced himself at the March meeting.  
SONA (South Omaha Neighborhood Alliance) 
will have a Candidate Forum soon.  You can 
see the candidates there.   We will announce 
the dates when available. 

 

����
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The city of Omaha offers neighborhoods a free chance to 
clean up their yards and homes with an annual Dumpster Day.   
Many of the city’s neighborhood associations take part in the 
service throughout April and May.   BRNA requested this 
service and has been assigned Saturday, May 3rd  as its 
Dumpster Day.   BRNA will be loading trash items into 
dumpsters at 38th and D Street from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.    
 
During this time, BRNA will also set up several tents.   We 
will be offering some delicious fresh baked goods!   We will 
also be offering items for resale.   So – remember to start your 
Spring cleaning and join us on Saturday, May 3rd ! 

Elder ly (with no family members) may call 
two weeks in advance to have items picked 

up.   Call Mark Fields (BRNA Vice President)  
at 733-9337.  
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***  Bring cookies, brownies, or other finger-type goodies.   Pre-
package your items in plastic sandwich bags – 2 or 3 per bag.   Thank You! 
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Here are just some of the thrift stores nearby 
that you can call to pick up items that can be 

reused. 
Disabled American Veterans – 734-2266 

Goodwill – 341-4609 
New Life – 731-9311 

Salvation Army – 345-1637 
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·  Be cautious and safety conscious at all times. 
·  Do not place materials in packer-truck that can be set 

out for regular garbage, yard waste or recycling 
collection.	

·  Do not arrive before 9 A.M. or after 2 P.M.    	
·  We will be accepting usable items	
·  Come enjoy some homemade goodies. 	
·  Do not let kids run or play near the dumpster or other 

vehicles. 
·  Large items such as couches and other furniture will 

be accepted. 
·  Obey all traffic directions. 
·  Call any of these numbers if you have any questions. 
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1) Large rocks or concrete. 
2) Liquids or toxic materials such as paint, oil, or 

pesticides.  (Call UndertheSink at 444-7465.) 
3) Yard waste including large logs & railway ties. 
4) Major appliances such as refrigerators, stoves, 

washers, dryers, microwaves, etc. (See below.) 
5) Tires  (See other sites below.) 
6) Batteries   (Ask at some Repair Shops) 
7) Electronics such as TV’s, computers  
        (Call C.P. Recovery for computers - 73rd and F) 
·  Hazardous Material 
·  Dead Animals or Animal Bedding 
·  Manure 
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� � � � �� � � � �  – Go to Walnut Hill Elembtary School – 4370 Hamilton St. (1400 N) 

	 �
 � �  – Go to St. Adalber ts Church South parking lon on Wr ight St.  (2800 S) 
Between 30th and 31st Streets 
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Omaha residents pay a $7 administrative charge and 
can obtain a 4 par t coupon from River  City. 

Call River  City at 731-0414 if you have questions 
about what they will accept and the cost of disposal.  

(6404 South 60 St.) 
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The bin will be delivered to you at 
no cost. 
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A facility for household hazardous materials such as paint, lawn chemicals, 

etc.   It is free to the public.   The Omaha facility was is located at 4001 
South 120th St.                   * � � � �###$+ �
 � �, � #- %.  

The facility hours of operation are: 
Wednesday 9AM – 5PM 
Thursday 9AM – 6:30 PM 
Friday 9AM – 5 PM 
Saturday 9AM – 1 PM   

* � �/ 	 " � � 	 � �  is committed to ensuring that outdated electronic 
equipment will be recycled in an environmentally-friendly fashion.  No 

electronics will be landfilled or shipped overseas.  They dismantle and separated 
plastics, metals, batteries, hard drives, disk drives, circuit boards and motors.  Once 

dismantled all parts are sent to manufacturers for placement in new products.  If 
needed, a Certificate of Destruction may be provided.  Cost varies. 

Computer or other electronic 
disposal, call: 
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By  Mark  Fields 
 
Something special has been going on in the BRNA 
neighborhood for about nine or ten years.   Jim and Paula 
Sullivan have been having Easter egg hunts.   It doesn’ t sound 
all that special – right?!   Well, about four years ago the 
Sullivans decided to make it for a special cause!   
 
Friends of theirs have a little girl who was diagnosed with 
Cystic Fibroses.    Since their regular Easter egg hunts started 
getting bigger and more people wanted to donate money for 
candy, good and beverages.   They decide to take the money 
and use for C.F.   They went to businesses all over town and 
got donations for raffles.   This year they must have collected 
over 200 items.      
 
On Saturday, March 15th, the “special”  Easter egg hunt began.  
It was held near 40th and J Streets.  Eggs were scattered in 
neighbors’  yards.  Better than 200 people, including kids, 
attended.   By the end of the event, they had raised over 
$2000 from raffles and from the cash people put into the 
donation jar.   ALL the proceeds will be going to the Cystic 
Fibroses walk in May.    
 
We have good people in our neighborhood, but these two 
people are very special.   Maybe next year we can get even 
more people and more donations.    It is for a very worthwhile 
cause.   Thank you, Jim and Paul for being who you are. 
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From Kirk R. Pfeffer, P.E., Design Engineer 
City of Omaha Public Works Dept. 
1819 Farnam Street 
Omaha, NE 68183 
 
The purpose of the project is to remove the existing free right 
turn lanes and construct paving, traffic signals, sidewalks and 
curb ramps that meet current City guidelines.  The existing right 
turn lanes were developed with long tapers that do not channel 
traffic in a controlled manner.  Also, they do not facilitate the 
use of the signalized crosswalks by pedestrians in wheel chairs. 
 
On both projects, the proposed designs will remove these long 
tapers and construct improved traffic signals and paving with 
curbs while maintaining the existing left turn lanes.  On the 
42nd and L Street project, right turn lanes will be constructed 
for southbound 42nd Street and westbound "L" Street.  All other 
traffic turning right on both projects will now have to 
approach the signalized intersection in a combined through/right 
turn lane movement at the signal.  New sidewalks and curbs will 
be constructed to make pedestrian access function with the 
signals being constructed.  These changes will also facilitate 
handicap access in these locations. Construction of small 
retaining walls will be necessary in conjunction with some curb 
ramp locations.  Storm sewer inlets will be reconstructed at the 
existing inlet locations to facilitate drainage. 
 
Our intention is to bid this out late spring 2008.  Federal funding 
requirements and right-of-way issues have slowed the process 
down some.  However, these things are coming to closure. 
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BNSF Railroad 
Best Care Pet Hospital 

ConAgra 
Design 4 Inc 

Fastenal Company 
Greater Omaha Pkg. 
GRH Electronics Inc. 

Hillside Bar 
HyVee on L Street 

Jensen, Carol  (Avon) 614-6447 
Murante Real Estate 

Nebraska Beef 
Nebraska Trucking Ass 
Quality Refrigerated S. 

Tasman 
Tracy’s Collision 

St. Stanislaus Church 
Schaefer Painting 

Security National Bank 
Union Pacific 

Univar 
W.N. Morehouse Trucking 

 �
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One of our most basic needs is undergarments!    

BRNA will be collecting NEW underwear, socks, and T-
Shirts for homeless men, women, and children.  Donations 

going to: 
! � 0 � �� ! ! / �) 4+ +4! �  

All sizes needed! 
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·  The last Friday in April is National Arbor Day.   

Plant a tree, or support an organization which does. 
·  Prune spring blooming shrubs such as forsythia 

and spirea after they have completed flowering. 
·  Put a birdhouse in the garden to attract insect-

eating friends. 
·  When chrysanthemums show 

signs of life, dig up and divide 
large plants. Discard woody 
portions and replant divisions 12 
to 15 inches apart. 
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From AAA Nebraska,  proud supporters of OPD’s Salute to Safety Expo  
        While the safety of motorists receives much of our attention at AAA, 
we also have a special concern for the protection of those working along 
our highways to help disabled motorists. This includes law enforcement 
officers, tow truck operators, motorist assist volunteers, and fire and 
emergency rescue teams. High speed vehicles kill or injure as many as 100 
roadside assistance personnel every year.   
        Most states recognize the dangers faced by roadside workers and have 
enacted laws that require motorists to move over if practical, leaving a one-
lane safety cushion when they pass an emergency vehicle (police, fire, 
medics, tow service) on the side of a multilane highway. These laws usually 
require motorists to slow down below highway speeds if moving over is not 
reasonable. In some states, fines can reach $100 or more.  
        Nebraska is the only state in the continental U.S., other than a few 
located on the east coast, that does not have a Move Over law. AAA 
Nebraska is committed to addressing this shortfall during this year©s 
legislative session. With motorists and truckers speeding along at 70 miles 
per hour and more on our Interstate system, it is imperative that we pass 
legislation this year to help prevent tragedies involving highway volunteers, 
law enforcement officers and professional roadside assistance providers.   
        Senator Gwen Howard of Omaha clearly understands this important 
safety issue and has introduced legislation to help address this matter. LB 
786 would require motorists to move over or slow down. AAA hopes our 
legislators will pass this Move Over bill during this year©s session which 
ends on April 17, 2008. A Move Over law is essential for the safety of both 
emergency and roadside assistance workers, as well as the public they are 
interacting with. 
        "As I frequently drive between Lincoln and Omaha on Interstate 80, I 
see law enforcement officers, road workers, roadside assistance crews, 
motorist assist volunteers, tow service providers and firefighters putting 
their lives at risk every time they stop along the shoulder of the highway," 
stated Senator Howard. "A Move Over law will protect the lives of those 
who help others on our highway. I know that most drivers want to do what 
is necessary to protect these first responders. It©s the right thing to do," she 
added. 
        AAA believes that Move Over laws should be consistent across the 
country and not vary from state to state. Such variances in state laws create 
confusion for travelers that sometimes results in hefty fines charged to 
visiting motorists who are unaware that such laws exist.   
        Until a law is passed in Nebraska, AAA encourages all motorists to 
give workers and disabled motorists an extra margin of safety by slowing 
down or making a courtesy lane change. It©s the least we can do for those 
that we depend on to come to our aid for emergency assistance.  
        For more information about LB 786, log on to 
www.nebraskalegislature.gov.    

� � 
 #	*#� � 	
By Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 
  
On March 6th around 8:15 am, a fire broke out 
at a neighborhood business called Omni.  
Members seen smoke and called me.  I called 
and spoke to Captain Jim Palensky from the 
Omaha Fire Department.  He said that an 
employee was distracted from defrosting 
equipment and the heat of the source caught the 
conveyor belt on fire.  It was not a hazmat call, 
so there is no concern about air quality safety.  
Engine 31 was dispatched from 25th and L 
Street and Rescue One is called out to every 
fire.  The Captain said that for a 1st Alarm 
Response those who are called out are 3 engines 
(one is a ladder truck), 2 Battalion Chiefs, a 
medic unit, the Rescue Hazmat Unit, and 
Vehicle 51 which is a truck that holds all the air 
bottles for the firemen.  Thank you to all the 
firemen who keep us in Omaha safe!  We 
appreciate you!  
 
 

� #22
 	� 
 � %#
 � 	
The Pizza Machine sent BRNA a letter 
concerning toy safety.   Rebecca contacted them 
after some of their past toys were tested with 
lead.  
 
The letter stated that both the U.S. House of 
Representatives and the U.S. Senate are 
considering separate bills that intend to update 
the safety standards for toys sold in this country.  
The Pizza Machine supports these initiatives 
and will continue to maintain contact with ATC 
Associates, the Omaha consulting firm retained 
by the Omaha Healthy Kids Alliance.  They 
expressed their commitment to following all 
federal and state laws regarding toy safety 
standards. 
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) � 6 ! / 7+ ��5 ! � 34� 0 8 
Telephone  =  (402) 444-5555 (Voice) (402) 996-8490 (TTY / TDD) 
Email  =  hotline@ci.omaha.ne.us 
Fax  =  (402) 444-7963 
Mail  =  The Mayor©s Hotline 

Civic Center - Suite 304 
1819 Farnam St 
Omaha NE 68183-0304 
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Members chance to advertise a garage sale, sell an item, 
or just announce a special occasion!  AND it is FREE to 

members. 
ALL ADS DUE BY THE 18TH OF EACH MONTH. 

There are 4 different ways to get a listing in our 
newsletter: 
·  Call Theresa at 731-1592 or Diane at 731-5862 
·  Email your listing to brna@cox.net with the 

subject line “BRNA Ad”. 
·  Or bring your listing to the next BRNA meeting. 

Please note: Listings are subject to scrutiny by the BRNA board 
and will be refused if judged inappropriate. 
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·  Grass clippings and leaves.  
·  Garden waste such as fallen apples, 

rotted or excess vegetables and fruit.  
·  Bundles of branches and brush, tied with string or 

twine. Bundles may weigh up to 30 pounds.  
·  Branches may be up to 2 inches in diameter and 4 feet 

in length. 
·  Unlimited number of properly prepared marked cans, 

paper bags or brush bundles.  
·  Trash cans up to 32 gallons and weighing up to 45 

pounds, marked with a YW on both sides.  
·  Special yardwaste paper bags weighing up to 40 

pounds.  

%� � � 	� � 	$� 	
 $
 #
 �	
By Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 
  
On the 14 of March I received a phone call 
from a OWH reporter on property taxes.  
What an ugly subject for many of us, 
who own homes.  But this time he said 
because of the market many homes may be reduced in taxes by a 
small percentage.  I was excited and busted into a smile.  But 
then he said well in our area since my home was reevaluated in 
2005, we may be visited again.  So there went my smile, I said 
well I hope that the elderly, low income and single parent 
families are the ones to have their homes reduced, they could 
use it. This may affect about one forth of the resident, possibly in 
the BRNA area if you were evaluated 3 years ago.  I shared with 
him, our fear of property taxes going up and that our 
homeowners may decide to sell.  Homeowners are what make a 
strong neighborhood.  "People in south Omaha are sick of taxes 
and fee©s and 2009 will be a hard year, with CSO and other 
entities taking our money.  We need a Tax Freeze, or people are 
going to want to throw the Tea in the Sea. (The Boston Tea Party 
Story) by selling their homes and moving to other states where 
taxes are lower".  I also told him that the State, City and County 
need to re-adjust their budgets! 
But, We©ll See! 
 

� � 3	� **� 
 � � �   
� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � �  
DOB: 11-18-1975 
Risk Level: 3 
Race: W 
Sex: M 
Height: 5©11" 
Weight: 215  
Hair: BRO 
Eyes: GRN 
 
1608 Z St - Omaha, NE  68107 
Sex Cr ime Conviction(s) 
Crime: Sexual Battery Misd A  
Jurisdiction: Washington Co, KS  
  

� #� � 	� � � � 	
Tests show that even before a tire is 
completely worn, vehicles can take 
longer to stop on wet pavement.  
Cornering is also compromised.  The tires just don©t 
have the grip they had when they were new.  
Consumer Reports has developed an easy way for 
you to tell if your tires are nearly ready to be 
replaced. If you insert a penny upside down into the 
tread and you can see all of Lincoln©s hair, that tire is 
legally worn out. They think a better test may be the 
quarter test.  By doing the same thing and seeing all 
of George Washington©s hair you know that your tire 
has potentially compromised its safety and it gives 
you time to shop for a replacement before you 
absolutely need it"� �  
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INGREDIENTS:  
32 individually wrapped  
caramels, unwrapped 
5 tablespoons heavy 
cream 
1 cup all-purpose flour 
1 cup rolled oats 
3/4 cup brown sugar 

1/2 teaspoon baking soda 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
3/4 cup butter, melted 
1/2 cup semisweet 
chocolate chips 
1/2 cup chopped walnuts 

DIRECTIONS:  
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  In a medium 

saucepan over low heat, melt together the caramels 
and heavy cream, stirring occasionally until smooth. 

2. In a medium bowl, stir together the flour, oats, 
brown sugar, baking soda and salt. Stir in the 
melted butter until well blended. Press Half of the 
mixture into the bottom of a 9x13 inch baking pan. 
Reserve the rest. 

3. Bake the crust for 8 minutes in the preheated oven. 
Remove and sprinkle with chocolate chips and 
walnuts. Pour the caramel mixture over the top and 
then crumble the remaining crust mixture over 
everything. 

4. Return to the oven and bake for an additional 12 
minutes, or until the top is lightly toasted. Cut into 
squares while it is still warm. 
24 servings �
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Call:  731-1592   or  Email:  brna@cox.net   ( 
Make subject line:  BRNA News )��
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Mayor’s Hotline 444-5555 
Councilman Gernandt 444-5522 
Odors, Potholes, Snow Removal  444-4919 
OPPD Street Lights Out 1-800-554-6773  
MUD 554-7777 
Graffiti & Gang Tip 444-5992 
  
Omaha Email Hotline:   hotline@ci.omaha.ne.us 
Councilman Gernandt:  ggernandt@ci.omaha.ne.us 
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Email:  brna@cox.com  

BRNA Beautification Email:  donandbarb@cox.net 

� � � � �� � � �	 
 � � �
President – Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan  502-2013  
Vice President – Mark Fields 
Treasurer – Tammy Nelson   
Secretary – Diane Luna 714-1386 
Board Member – Keith Roragen 734-4366 
Board Member – Mary Ann Anderson 734-5734 
Board Member – Virgil Patlan  502-2013 
 
� � � � �
 � � � �� � 
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Website & Newsletter Editor – Theresa Bidrowski  731-1592 
Newsletter Mailer – Mary Ann Anderson 
Beautification – Barb and Don O’Connor  932-9404 
Fund-raiser & Grant Writer – Diane Luna 714-1386  
Speakers Coordinator – Rebecca Patlan 502-2013  
Business  – Mark Fields & Virgil Patlan  502-2013 
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Membership year runs  

January thru to 
December. 

   

Make checks payable to BRNA. 

$12 Per Person  (Per Calendar Year)           Number of  People: ___________   X  $12 =   $_______________ 

$25 Businesses / Organizations  (Per Calendar Year)  $_____________  

Name(s):_____________________________________________________________Phone#__________________________  

Address_________________________________________________City____________________Zip__________________ 

Fax #________________________________Email___________________________________________________________ 

  

(Please check.) 

New:    

 

Renewal:   

 
ATTN:  Newsletter  Adver tisements 

Advertisements are $5.00 per month (or $50.00 per year) for a business card-size ad.   
Larger ads are also available - $10 per month for quarter-page, $20 per month for half-page  

and $40 per month for full page ads.  
Submit a business card or written information on what you want in your ad. 
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Next Meeting:  
Tuesday,  Apr il 8th  

6:30 P.M. 
St. Stanislaus 
41st and J Street 

Web site:    http://members.cox.net/brna 
Email:    brna@cox.net 

BRNA Beautification Email:   donandbarb@cox.net 
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