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Someone asked me this month, if I was involved in any community movements 
that make a difference.  Um...I thought, does she need about a day in a half!  I 
didn’t have quite that much time to spend but I thought, maybe she’s asking, what 
kind of movements are out there for her to get involved with.  Yep!  That’s what it 
was.  After talking to her for about 10 minutes I gave her some suggestions of what 
I thought she was interested in.  She was.   
  
It takes people like her to make a difference in the community.  Involvement 
makes an area stronger and safer for all who live there.  Everyones looking for 
quality of life, it's a shame more people aren’t interested in helping to achieve 
it. There are so many awesome worthy organizations, churches, schools and 
advocacies that anyone out there can slip into to make the difference.  From 
neighborhood associations like BRNA who always need a helping hand to your 
local law enforcement or fire departments.  All you have to do is call them up and 
step in for an hour or two.  No one will turn you down; no one will turn you 
away.  You can set the days and the hours to become the blessing or miracle that 
someone prayed for.   
  
If you can’t figure out what to volunteer for, give me a call.  I know about 5 dozen 
places that could use a helping hand, there’s so much need out there and the better 
community you’re looking for, starts with YOU! 
  
Your President 
Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan     
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     Eddie Schulte has three 
children who ride the bus to 
school. She had concerned about 
the stop at 42nd and G because 
there are no sidewalks and it’s a 
busy street.  Nine other children 
also wait for the bus at that stop 
and Schulte says the danger 
increases as the weather changes. 
      Schulte voiced her concerns 
to school board members and 
school administrators and she 
tells us, "I was called yesterday 
and told the stop would not be 
moved." 
     David Wolfe, of OPS 
Transportation, personally 
visited the stop and he says it's 
perfectly safe but there will be 
one change.  The drivers will 
turn off busy 42nd Street and on 
to G Street before unloading. 
     Eddie Schulte would like to 
see the stop moved up the hill to 
41st Avenue and away from 
42nd Street. 
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BRNA’S August 12 meeting was held at Lansky’s.   Good food and good company 
made the evening enjoyable. 
 

 
Some of the attending BRNA members 
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BRNA would again like to thank 
the companies and people who 
helped make our FAMILY DAY 
such a success! 
  
CONTRIBUTORS  
Monitary Donations: 
BNSF                               
Nebraska Beef                  
Security Nat'l Bank           
US Bank                          
Pedersens                    
Univar                               
Lovgren                             
Parra Family Dentistry         
Tasman                              
  
Product Donations: 
HyVee                                            
Quality Refrigeration                       
ABC Roofing                                  
Dr. Bosilevac/Best Care Hospital     
Carpenter Paper Co.                       
Fastenal                                        
Generator Rental 
  
Agencies (Free) Services: 
South Omaha Library Books 
Brinks Home Security Child 
Fingerprinting 
One World Health Clinic 
UNMC   
                                          
BRNA Member Volunteers: 
Family Day Donations                      
Bake Sale Items 
Their  “Time”                                   
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4436 Dahlman Ave. 
Omaha, NE 68107 

Local: 402-731-2222 
Toll Free: 877-608-8693 

Fax 402-731-2156 
�
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5011 L Street 

Omaha, NE 68117 
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A letter arrived at my home in late July.  One of our neighbors 
had been addressing this situation since 2006.  He had sent the 
letter to Mayor Fahey and cc'd it to the City Inspector, 
Councilman and Myself.  The abandoned home, 4321 So. 34th 
Street had been vacated long before, and has been an eyesore 
and public safety issue to the area.  I had contacted the city 
over 6 times on this home since 2006 and again in July.  Who 
owns it, a Mr. Nguyen off North 142nd St.   I tried calling with 
no avail.  The City Inspector said that it is scheduled for 
demolition, but funds ran out this year.  We have to wait till 
2009 when an increase of city budget becomes available.  He 
said it normally takes $10-13, 000 to tear down a house.  This 
year when the money ran out and they only could tear down 
20-27 homes this year on that budget.  This property off 34th, 
estimated demolition will cost the city $6800 and is one of the 
top 25% for next year.  It is on his wish list to tear it down if 
they can get to their 25%.  The top 25% consists of around 174 
homes a year.  So hopefully this home will be coming down 
next year.  Thank you Mr. Neighbor for continuing to fight 
for your area, BRNA is with you. 
  
Rebecca 
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Numbers to call are listed on Page 7 if you have an area 

problem.   There are more numbers listed on our website: 
222����3�$��4*5����63$���
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In July, on two Sunday nights, car windows had been shot 
out.  Some of our members seen one white male and two 
Hispanic running with be guns.  Four vehicles on the corner 
off D and 34th  were broken out.  I called the 911 
Communication to ask why it took so long and what was 
going on?  She said “at 2326 (11:26 pm) when the time the 
911 call came in there were no cars available.  She then put 
out a all city call to officers, because no officer was in 
service - an officer in North Omaha took that call, at 2331 
(11:31pm).   
 
The dispatcher who was so kind to give me all this 
information and luckily there was not a lot happening when I 
called said, “ During this span of ten minutes proved why it 
took so long.  South East officers were on calls for a person 
down, a nature unknown, a help, a destruction of property, an 
armed disturbance with a knife and gun off 30th and Jackson, 
a hit and run, a suspicious armed gunman off 24th and 
Leavenworth, and check on the well being of a person”.   

 
Many times we wonder 
why officers don’t come 
when we call or why it 
takes so long for them to 
get to us.  Here is the 
example above, why we 

need sometimes to be patient.  We need to understand that 
priority calls must be answered first.  Priority like Murder, 
Assaults, Burglary and Thefts are always answered first.  We 
don’t know all the reasons why or what calls officers are on.   
Although, one thing we know for sure is that we could use 
more officers on the streets of Omaha.  Hopefully the city 
will find more money for more officers in 2008. 
 
I asked Sgt. Wells from South East to put out a Special 
Attention for the BRNA area.  I also really believe that we 
need Residents to step up and start a Citizen’s Patrol in 
BRNA.  We all could make the difference in our area.  Think 
about it, one night a month for two to four hours.  If we can 
get 30 people to do this, we all will only have to do it once a 
month!  We will definitely make BRNA safer and help us all 
rest a bit easier.  We will start having sign ups for Citizen 
Patrols, coming soon.  If you are interested please give me a 
call. 
 
Rebecca, President  
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This past month I received a phone call from one of our past 
members.  She said that day and night she hears roosters.  She had 
called Nebraska Humane Society and they told her that the 
residence at 4351 S 39th applied for a poultry permit and there was 
nothing that they could do about it.  

   
In my findings I called NHS; the crew 
investigated two complaints on the 10th and 
the 17th before my call.  They found that they 
had three roosters and no 
chickens.  HMMMM!  Sounds like this may 
be a doodle of a story!  I told him I raised 
chickens in the past I told him, that some 
people fight roosters just as some people 
fight pit bulls.  He said “the investigators 
said in the report that the roosters didn’t look 

like they were fighting roosters”.  I told him “Well put a chick in 
the house and you’ll see them fight!”  He was very kind and helpful 
and referred me to leave a message for the investigator because the 
report didn’t look complete.  I left her a message.   
   
I also called Douglas County Health Department, in which she told 
me that they don’t allow rooster in the city limits.  So, here we have 
3 roosters and no poultry permit.  She also told me that another 
inspector will call and that the residents will have to either remove 
them or go to court.  
   
At this time, I am waiting for the two investigators to call me 
back.  So until then, neighbors in this area, BRNA is on it and 
hopes to give you rest soon..   
   
Sincerely, 
Rebecca�
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Read this 
note very 
carefully. I 
did not know 
about the 
clear button, 
but I will be 
pushing the 
clear button 
before I swipe my gas or debit card and after 
just to be safe.  People are getting really 
desperate due to the constantly rising gas 
prices.  A friend just told me 
about something that happened to one of his 
coworkers.  She used her credit/debit card to 
purchase gas at the pump (like most of  us 
do). She received her receipt like normal.  
However, when she checked her statement, 
there were two $50 charges added in addition 
to her purchase. Upon  investigation, she 
found out that because she did not press the 
'clear' button  on the pump, the employee 
inside the store was able to use her card to 
purchase  his/her own gas!  To keep this 
from happening, after you get your receipt, 
you must press the 'CLEAR' button or your 
information will  be stored until the next 
customer inserts their card. Be sure to tell all 
your friends/family so that this doesn't 
happen to them! 
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More accidents and falls happen at home.   Always be 
on the alert. 
Bathroom Safety: 
·  Showers and tubs are obvious places for painful slips 

that can be prevented with non-skid strips and rubber 
bath mats. 

·  If you have rugs on your bathroom floor, make sure 
they have a non-skid backing or put a slip-resistant 
mat beneath.�
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Some of BRNA’s members went for a wonderful trip to 
Poland.   Here are a some pictures and musings.  
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	azienki Park (Park 	azienkowski) is the largest 
park in Warsaw.  The park lies in Warsaw's 
downtown.  	azienki Park was established in the 
17th century in the baroque style. It took the name 
	azienki ("Baths") from a bathing pavilion that was  
located there.  In 1764 the gardens were acquired. 
Most of the park's buildings burned during and after 
the Warsaw Uprising (1944), amid fighting among 
German, Polish and Soviet forces. The structures 
nevertheless were relatively well-preserved and the 
park's reconstruction was completed within a few 
years after the war. 
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By Margaret Mary Novak 
 

We flew thru the skies with the greatest of ease 
  The weather was perfect – just a quiet breeze – 
    Planes “on time” – we were sure pleased 
 
We said “Goodbye” to Chicago – and “Hello” to Gdansk 
  What?  Some luggage is missing? 
    Melissa’s and Paul’s – need to borrow some pants? 
 
OH the sights we did see, we could write a big book. 
  Wondrous churches, the salt mines, Warsaw and 
Cracow 
    So much to take in – need more time to look. 
 
Rafting on the river or driving thru the land, 
  We walked thru the markets and 
    Did a lot of shopping. 
  For amber and blouses 
    Embroidered by hand. 
 
Such a nice boat ride, in beautiful weather, 
  Some young gents tried to shock us and they  
    did not wear feathers. 
 
We royally entertained with music and dance 
  In castles, on farms, even saw Father Simon 
    And that was not by chance! ( Thanks, Tom) 
 
The food was delicious – with two meals a day, 
  Homemade soup, meats and potatoes, 
    Lots of desserts on the trays. 
 
We celebrated birthdays in a mountaineer’s cottage, 
  Lively rhythms and clanging of huge pots and pans 
    Everywhere we went – they would strike up the band. 
 
There is do much more, 
  I could write three scores. 
 
Our travelers were all so special, friends now so great, 
  Thanks for your sharing 
    Early fun times – and late. 
 
We flew thru the skies with greatest of ease, 
  This was the best trip, Tom 
    May we go again, please? 
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Detergent 
Always use the cheapest brand of 
dishwashing detergent available, but add a 
few tablespoons of vinegar to the 
dishwater. The vinegar will cut the grease and leave your 
dishes sparkling clean. 

Dishes 
To quickly remove food that is stuck to a casserole dish, fill 
it with boiling water and add 2 tablespoons of baking soda 
or salt.    

China 
To remove coffee or tea stains and cigarette burns from fine 
china, rub with a damp cloth dipped in baking soda. 

Odors 
Add a few teaspoons of sugar and cinnamon to an empty pie 
tin and slowly burn over the stove. Your family will think 
you have been baking all day.    OR - Boil a little vinegar or 
a teaspoon of cloves in a half-cup water to dispel cooking 
odors.  

Plastic Bowls 
To get rid of the oily film on plastic bowls, make a paste of 
baking soda and a little water. Rub it on, then rinse and 
wash as usual. The bowls should be squeaky clean. 

Freezer 
A piece of charcoal in your freezer will keep it smelling 
sweet.   To clean a frost-free freezer, mix 1/2 cup of 
isopropyl alcohol with a dishpan full of lukewarm water. 
The alcohol loosens any icy matter. Sponge away the dirt. 
The alcohol evaporates rapidly, so you do not have to dry. 

Grill  
When the grate is cool after barbecuing, place it inside a 
large plastic garbage bag with 1/2 cup powdered dishwasher 
detergent. Pour in enough hot water to cover the grill; seal 
the bag, shake it to dissolve the powder, and then let it stand 
for several hours. Rinse thoroughly.  Before ever using your 
grill, spray it heavily with vegetable oil. 
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Welch, Dennis Dean  
DOB: 02-12-1952 
Risk Level: 3 
Race: W 
Sex: M 
Height: 5'07" 
Weight: 150  
Hair: BRO 
Eyes: GRN 
Alias(es): 
Welch, Dennis D  
 
Address (as of 07-28-2008)  
4819 1/2 S 24th St Apt 20 - Omaha 
Sex Crime Conviction(s)  
Crime: Sexual Assault of a Child F3A  
 

 

+������,����-����+$��'�'����+������,����-����+$��'�'����+������,����-����+$��'�'����+������,����-����+$��'�'���� ����
Members chance to advertise a garage sale, sell an 

item, or just announce a special occasion!  AND it is 
FREE to members. 

ALL ADS DUE BY THE 18 TH OF EACH MONTH. 
There are 4 different ways to get a listing in our 
newsletter: 
·  Call Theresa at 731-1592.  
·  Email your listing to brna@cox.net with the 

subject line “BRNA Ad”. 
·  Or bring your listing to the next BRNA 

meeting. 
Please note: Listings are subject to scrutiny by the BRNA 
board and will be refused if judged inappropriate. 
 

�
�	�����	������!�
����������

�����/�������!�����	�����
�	��	���������	�����

�	������!���"��
�����	�.�
������0������ ""���1���

�
�

 
 



 7

���������	�
���������	�
���������	�
���������	�
 ���� �������
�����������
��������
�����������
��������
�����������
��������
�����������
�  

 
�0��,��1����%
0,%�

�
%)9� �

INGREDIENTS: 
2 1/2 cups crispy  
     rice cereal 
2 cups quick- 
     cooking oats 
1/2 cup raisins 
1/2 cup packed  
     brown sugar 

1/2 cup light corn  
     syrup 
1/2 cup crunchy  
     peanut butter 
1 teaspoon vanilla  
     extract 

DIRECTIONS: 
1 In a large bowl, stir together the rice 

cereal and oats. Set aside. Grease a 
9x13 inch baking dish with cooking 
spray. 

2 Combine the brown sugar and corn 
syrup in a small saucepan over 
medium heat.  Heat just until boiling, 
then remove from heat and stir in 
peanut butter and vanilla until 
smooth.  Pour over the cereal and 
oat mixture, and mix well. 

3 Press into the prepared pan using 
the back of a large spoon. Allow to 
cool, then cut into squares.  
Yields: 18 servings 
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And They Asked Me Why I Like 
Retirement  !  
Question: How many days in a week?  
Answer: 6 Saturdays, 1 Sunday  
Question: When is a retiree's bedtime?  
Answer: Three hours after he falls asleep on the couch.  
Question: How many retirees does it take to change a light bulb?  
Answer: Only one, but it might take all day.  
Question: What's the biggest gripe of retirees?  
Answer: There is not enough time to get everything done.  
Question: Why don't retirees mind being called Seniors?  
Answer: The term comes with a 10% percent discount.  
Question: Among retirees what is considered formal attire?  
Answer: Tied shoes.  
Question: Why do retirees count pennies?  
Answer: They are the only ones who have the time.  
Question: What is the common term for someone who enjoys work 
and refuses to retire?  
Answer: NUTS!  
Question: Why are retirees so slow to clean out the basement, attic or 
garage?  
Answer: They know that as soon as they do, one of their adult kids 
will want to store stuff there.  
Question: What do retirees call a long lunch?  
Answer: Normal.  
Question: What is the best way to describe retirement?  
Answer:  The never ending Coffee Break.  
Question: What's the biggest advantage of going back to school as a 
retiree?  
Answer:  If you cut classes, no one calls your parents.  
Question: Why does a retiree often say he doesn't miss work, but 
misses the people he used to work with?  
Answer: He is too polite to tell the whole truth.  
Question: What do you do all week? 
Answer: Mon to Fri = Nothing,  Sat & Sun = I rest! 
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BNSF Railroad  
ConAgra Design 4 Inc 
Family Dentistry  50 & L 
Greater Omaha Pkg. GRH 
Electronics Inc.  
Hillside Bar 
HyVee on L Street  
Murante Real Estate 
Nebraska Beef 
Nebraska Trucking 

Quality Refrigerated S 
Tasman  
Tracy’s Collision  
St. Stanislaus Church  
Schaefer Painting  
Security National Bank  
Union Pacific  
Univar  
W.N. Morehouse Trucking 
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Mayor’s Hotline 444-5555 
Councilman Gernandt 444-5522 
Odors, Potholes, Snow Removal  444-4919 
OPPD Street Lights Out 1-800-554-6773  
MUD 554-7777 
Graffiti & Gang Tip 444-5992 
  
Omaha Email Hotline:   hotline@ci.omaha.ne.us  
Councilman Gernandt:  ggernandt@ci.omaha.ne.us  
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Email:   brna@cox.com  

BRNA Beautification Email:   donandbarb@cox.net  
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President – Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan  502-2013  
Vice President – Mark Fields 733-9337 
Treasurer – Tammy Nelson 731-1074  
Secretary – Diane Luna 714-1386 
Board Member – Keith Roragen 734-4366 
Board Member – Mary Ann Anderson 734-5734 
Board Member – Virgil Patlan  502-2013 
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Website & Newsletter Editor – Theresa Bidrowski  731-1592 
Newsletter Mailer – Mary Ann Anderson  734-5734 
Beautification – Barb and Don O’Connor  932-9404 
Fund-raiser & Grant Writer – Diane Luna 714-1386  
Speakers Coordinator – Rebecca Patlan 502-2013  
Business  – Mark Fields & Virgil Patlan  502-2013 
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Mail to: 
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Membership year runs  

January thru to 
December. 

   

Make checks payable to BRNA.  

$12 Per Person  (Per Calendar Year)           Number of  People: ___________   X  $12 =   $_______________ 

$25 Businesses / Organizations  (Per Calendar Year)  $_____________  

Name(s):_____________________________________________________________Phone#__________________________  

Address_________________________________________________City____________________Zip__________________ 

Fax #________________________________Email___________________________________________________________ 

  

(Please check.) 

New:    

 

Renewal:   

 
ATTN:  Businesses or Organizations 

You could receive one month of free advertisement for joining BRNA’s Membership.   
Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement to say.   

Advertisements are $5.00 per month (or $50.00 per year) for a business card-size ad.   
Larger ads are also available - $10 per month for quarter-page, $20 per month for half-page and $40 

per month for full page ads.  
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Omaha Cares  is an area-wide initiative to 
encourage families to look out for family members, friends to look out for friends 
and neighbors to look out for neighbors – especially when there are persons who 

may have sudden or emergency needs. 
Omaha Cares was created in the aftermath of unfortunate incidents during the winter 
of 2007-08 when the untimely deaths of adults resulted in the death of one child and a 
close-call for another child. The following tips should help all of us be good relatives, 

friends and neighbors without being intrusive. 

Keep this card handy. Post it near your phone or co mputer. 
Omaha Cares – Vigilance Tips 

You should initiate a check on your relatives, frie nds or neighbors if …  
• Trash is not at the curb as usual. 

• Mail and/or newspapers are not picked up. 
• A neighbor’s routines change: going to and coming from home, children not outside 

playing, the ‘usual’ phone calls aren’t received. 
• If a relative or neighbor asks for help, respond immediately. 

 
In your neighborhood …  

• Get to know all of your neighbors … property owners and renters alike. 
• Develop a neighborhood directory with maps, phone numbers or e-mail addresses. 

Identify those “at risk” with their permission. 
• Ask friends, family or neighbors if they want “special attention.” 

• Work with local schools, churches and non-profits to identify those at risk. 
• If you live in an apartment complex, walk across the hall and introduce yourself. 

 
Among your family and friends …  
• Develop a family emergency plan. 

• Tell friends, relatives or neighbors when you are ill or out of town. 
• Always respect privacy. 

• “Helping out” is a two-way street. If you need help or anticipate that you will, do 
some planning now with friends and neighbors. 

 
• Call 211 to get connected and get answers for services. 

• If you need help call 911. 
• If you are concerned, call 911. 

 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS … 
My Phone: __________________________ 
Nearest Neighbor: ____________________ 
Closest Relative: _____________________ 
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Next Meeting at St. Stan’s:  
Tuesday, Sept.  9th 

Web site:    http://members.cox.net/brna 
Email:    brna@cox.net 

BRNA Beautification Email:   donandbarb@cox.net 
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