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November Elections 
  
Once again elections are rolling around but, this time Rebecca Barrientos-
Patlan won't be on the ballot for BRNA.  It's time for new blood, new vision 
and a new leader.  Someone who can take the reins and lead us in a new 
direction in BRNA and Omaha.  For me, BRNA has been a blessing and I will 
surely miss much leading you all to a better community.  But, knowing that the 
board and residents has vision for a greater quality of life in our neighborhood, 
I know it will only become greater.  Presidents must try to give the people they 
serve a greater outlook and vision for what the issues and people need.  What 
was my vision on a safer neighborhood, took off in many areas of quality of 
life for BRNA and Omaha, in the past five years.     
  
My vision and work does not have to be the next Presidents agenda.  He or she 
may have other issues on their mind and not the same ones I sought to 
complete.  As you know, I will not be running for election in the BRNA 
President race, but for one that will help our area on a larger scale.  Whether I 
win or lose, I will still be living here in BRNA and helping it whenever I can.  
What I am asking now is for all those who have been a part of BRNA, not to 
let all our work fall to the side.  But to carry on all the work we have 
accomplished for a better neighborhood.  We have come so far and have met 
so many new neighbors, that itself was worth the efforts. 
  
Now it's time, for those that would like to carry this legacy further, we need to 
call on our members for President, Treasurer and 3 Board Members at Large.  
Please do not let the fire of BRNA burn out and I am hoping you don't let the 
same people burn out too.  Someone in BRNA Land that has been involved 
with BRNA since it's conception, please stand up and place your name on the 
ballot.  We must keep the torch going for our neighborhood, family and 
children in BRNA.  The ball is in your court!  Do you feel the tugs in your 
heart pounding!  Don't be scared, you will not fail!  
You will only make it better! 
  
Your BRNA President 
Rebecca  
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Thinking of becoming more 
involved in helping our area – 
then come to our November 
meeting    Offices up for election 
are President, Treasurer and three 
board members. 
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Next meeting:�
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Speaker:  Tim Fowler -- Natural 

Resource District 
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The 36th and F Street eye-sore has been cleaned due to the 
many people calling the mayor’s action line and Garry 
Gernandt.   Special thanks to BRNA member, George Galas 
for his extra calls and effort. 
 
The BRNA Board is working on By-law changes.   They will 
let members know of the changes.   It is an ongoing effort to 
make a better BRNA. 
 
24th Street “Brick” collection continues until next year.   
Please contact Virgil Patlan if you wish to donate. 
 
Virgil Patlan asked BRNA for $350 to help pay for the 
insurance needed for the Vietnam Veteran Parade scheduled 
for November.    
 
Lead testing of yards still continues.   The EPA wants more 
yards tested.   It is important to have this done for the safety 
of all residents – especially the children.   Call 731-3045, 
EPA Public Relation Office, to schedule a test if you have not 
had one done. 
 
BRNA had three areas where the U.S. Flags and Marine Flags 
were displayed in honor of Shane Kielion who died in Iraq.  
Two of them have been ravaged due to wind.   BRNA would 
like to replace them.   We can get the U.S. flags free from 
Woodmen Tower, but we will have to buy the marine flags.  
The cost has not been investigated.  Perhaps at the next 
meeting we will be able to vote to buy the flags. 
 
There are still 19 large BRNA banners left.    Please ask local 
businesses if they would mind displaying them on their 
property.   Call Rebecca if you know of a business that would. 
 
Nancy Schlesinger reminded everyone to be on  the  alert  to  

idenity theft.  ( See some hints on the next page.) 
 
BRNA had two speakers at the September meeting.   OPD 
officer, Lt. S. Ray gave a description of her job.   She works 
out of the Southeast Precinct.  She tries to be accessible.  If 
you are having a problem or have any questions, contact her 
at 444-4044. 
 
Daniel Lawse, who heads up Omaha’s Green Neighborhood 
Council, spoke about energy saving.  The mission of the 
Green Neighborhood Council is to 
promote a sustainable way of life in our 
neighborhoods.   Daniel mentioned 
several ways we can each help save 
energy costs.   BRNA took a survey a 
few months back and Daniel stated that 
BRNA came in second next to Morton 
Meadows.   
 
Being “Green” simply helps everyone in 
the neighborhood save money and the environment.  Daniel 
stated that things like recycling, composting, and gardening 
are a good start.   Little things add up.    He also stated that 
you can keep the lids on recyclable plastic bottles.   
 
On his “Do Not Do” list are spilling old oil and chemicals in 
the sewer.   These will eventually end up in creeks and in the 
Missouri River.   Also – sweeping grass fertilizers off the 
sidewalks helps because it will not be washed into the sewer 
system. 

 
Some more “Green” ideas are 
listed on the next page. 
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4436 Dahlman Ave. 
Omaha, NE 68107 

Local: 402-731-2222 
Toll Free: 877-608-8693 

Fax 402-731-2156 
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5011 L Street 

Omaha, NE 68117 
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BRING YOUR OWN BAG.  Both plastic and paper bags require energy to produce and 
recycle, plus they take up space at landfills when thrown away. Reusable bags - often 
made of cloth or nylon - cut down on those problems. 
READILY RECYCLE.  The City of Omaha curbside recycling program picks up 
paper, many plastics, metal cans and cardboard. Study your trash and make sure nothing 
that could be recycled gets thrown away. Recycling centers around the metro area 
accept glass, plastic bags and other materials. 
GROW GREEN. Planting a garden and fruit and nut trees produces self-sustaining 
food. That reduces waste created to package and transport commercial food. 
DON'T WASTE WATER.  Wash only full loads of clothes and dishes. Opt for cold-
water cycles whenever safe and possible because heating water requires more energy. 
SCREW IN SPIRALS. Installing compact fluorescent light bulbs - the spiral ones - 
drastically cuts electricity use. When the long-lasting bulbs break or burn out, recycle 
them at places including Under the Sink, 4001 S. 120th St., or Home Depot stores. 
RECHARGE ON THE ROAD.  Charging your cell phone or other electronic devices 
requires less energy in a moving car than in a wall outlet. Every small energy savings 
helps. 
LOOK FOR LOCAL FOOD.  The less food is transported, the better for the 
environment. Visiting the nearest farmers market or using the Nebraska Food Co-op are 
easy choices to support local growers and help the environment. 
CURB THE CAR. Vehicles are big polluters. Walking, biking, carpooling or taking a 
bus helps minimize harmful emissions. 
GET A METAL MUG.  Bottled water creates piles of plastic that can fill up landfills or 
take lots of resources to recycle. Using an aluminum reusable water bottle - from 
manufacturers like Sigg - solves the problem. Plus, you lose the plastic taste. 
CONSIDER COMPOSTING. Kitchen scraps, including rinds, tea bags, cores and 
peels, can be mixed with leaves, grass clippings and other organic materials to make 
compost. The practice helps cut down on landfill water, and compost improves garden 
soil. 
REUSE THE RAIN. Build or buy a rain barrel to catch runoff from the roof. Redirect 
it to gardens or use it to wash cars. 
EVALUATE YOUR ENERGY.  Getting a home energy analysis, which costs $275 
from the Omaha Public Power District, can show where your home is losing heat and 
wasting power. Insulation, weather-stripping, caulk and other materials can help solve 
the problems. 
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(Concerning the abandoned house 
at 4321 So. 34th.) 
 
For the past two years this property 
has been on my priority list; Each 
year the money runs out before this 
property comes up for demolition; 
this year I made a personal appeal 
to the Planning Director to find 
funds so this eyesore can be torn 
down.  To my dismay, the appeal 
was turned down.  Some good 
news, the Mayor has put extra 
money in the demolition fund for 
2009 and I’m told this property will 
be torn down during that cycle. 
 
I asked two local developers to take 
a look at the property for rehab, so 
keep your fingers crossed.  My 
thanks to all who work so hard to 
keep BRNA in tip top shape. 
 
Garry Gernandt 
Council Member 
District #4 
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Gun shots have been heard 
throughout the BRNA area 

for several weekends during 
the evening hours.   
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The police need to be informed of these 
violations so they can patrol the area. 
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The identity thief obtains your personal 

information by: 
·  Removing mail from your mailbox, such as 

bank statements, and pre-approved credit card 
applications, new checks or tax information. 

·  By stealing your purse or wallet. 
·  By going through trash to find credit card 

receipts or other financial documents, or other 
type of paper with personal information on it. 

·  Posing as your employer, a loan officer, or a 
landlord to obtain your credit report. 
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With witches, goblins, and 
super-heroes descending on 
neighborhoods across 
America, the American Red 
Cross offers parents some 
safety tips to help prepare 
their children for a safe and 
enjoyable trick-or-treat 
holiday. Halloween should 
be filled with surprise and 
enjoyment, and following 
some common sense 
practices can keep events 
safer and more fun.����
·  Walk, slither, and sneak on sidewalks, not in 

the street.  
·  Look both ways before crossing the street to 

check for cars, trucks, and low-flying brooms.  
·  Cross the street only at corners.  
·  Don't hide or cross the street between parked 

cars.  
·  Wear light-colored or reflective-type clothing 

so you are more visible. (And remember to 
put reflective tape on bikes, skateboards, and 
brooms, too!)  

·  Plan your route and share it with your family. 
If possible, have an adult go with you.  

·  Carry a flashlight to light your way.  
·  Keep away from open fires and candles. 

(Costumes can be extremely flammable.)  
·  Visit homes that have the porch light on.  
·  Accept your treats at the door and never go 

into a stranger's house.  
·  Use face paint rather than masks or things that 

will cover your eyes.  
·  Be cautious of animals and strangers.  
·  Have a grown-up inspect your treats before 

eating. And don't eat candy if the package is 
already opened. Small, hard pieces of candy 
are a choking hazard for young children.  
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*Plant spring flowering bulbs.  
*Cut down stems and foliage of herbaceous perennials after two or 
three hard frosts and when leaves begin to brown. 
*Dig and bring in cannas, dahlias and gladiolus. Dry, clean and 
store in a cool location free from frost.  
*After several hard frosts add mulch to your perennial flower 
garden. A one inch layer of straw or chopped leaves will help 
conserve soil moisture and protect the root system. 
*When deciding on new trees or shrubs to plant around your home, 
remember to select varieties that will fit the location when they are 
at their mature height. This will greatly reduce pruning and other 
maintenance in the future.  
*Pick bagworms from evergreen shrubs. This will eliminate the 
spring hatch from over-wintered eggs.  
*Remove leaves from lawn to reduce lawn problems. Compost or 
shred and use them for mulch. 
*Fall is the time to control certain broadleaf weeds in the lawn, 
such as white clover, dandelion and ground ivy.  
*Make a note of any particular 
productive or unsatisfactory varieties 
of vegetables that you planted this 
year. Such information can be very 
useful when planning next years' 
garden. 
*Remove any diseased or insect-
infested plant material from your 
garden; it may harbor over-wintering stages of disease or insect 
pests. If you leave this plant material in your garden, you are 
leaving diseases and insects which will begin to reproduce again 
next spring and add to next years' pest problem.  
*Use dried herbs to make fragrant wreaths and dried flower 
arrangements.  
*Clean up the orchard and small fruit plantings. Sanitation is 
essential for good maintenance. Dried fruits or mummies carry 
disease organisms through the winter to attack next years' crop.   
*Christmas cactus needs special care now to get its beautiful 
flowers this December. Buds will form at 50-60 degrees Fahrenheit 
or if the plant is exposed to at least 13 hours of complete darkness 
each night. 
*Fall is an excellent time for taking soil samples in your lawn and 
garden. Soil tests will measure the pH of the soil, organic matter 
content and the levels of some of the major elements required for 
plant growth, such as phosphorus and potassium.  
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Members chance to advertise a garage sale, sell an item, or just 
announce a special occasion!  AND it is FREE to members. 

ALL ADS DUE BY THE 18 TH OF EACH MONTH. 
There are 4 different ways to get a listing in our newsletter: 
·  Call Theresa at 731-1592 or Diane at 731-5862 
·  Email your listing to brna@cox.net with the subject 

line “BRNA Ad”. 
·  Or bring your listing to the next BRNA meeting. 

Please note: Listings are subject to scrutiny by the BRNA board and 
will be refused if judged inappropriate. 
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For more information visit this web site and 

type in your zip code: 
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Local food and other items! 
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If you have been picking up litter at Pulaski 
or know someone who has –  

please contact Barb at  
donandbarb@cox.net   or   932-9404! 
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"This is super easy, something different and 
tastes great with the main course. Enjoy!  
INGREDIENTS: 
2 cups pumpkin puree 
1 cup evaporated milk 
1 cup white sugar 
1/2 cup self-rising flour 
2 eggs 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1/2 cup butter 
2 pinches ground cinnamon 
DIRECTIONS: 
1 Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
2
. 

Combine the pumpkin, evaporated milk, 
sugar, flour, eggs, vanilla, melted butter 
and ground cinnamon to taste. Spoon into 
a casserole dish. 

3 Bake at 350 degrees for 1 hour.  
Yields: 11 servings 
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·  What do skeletons say before they begin dining? 

Bone appetite! 
·  What does Mrs. Ghost serve for dessert? 

Ice scream  
·  What do fishermen say on Halloween? 

'Trick-or-trout!' 
·  What did the vampire say to the Invisible Man? 

'Long time, no see!' 
·  What runs around a cemetery but doesn't move?  

A fence! 
·  What did the mother ghost say her children? 

'Don't spook until you're spooken to.'  
·  When is it bad luck to meet a black cat? 

When you're a mouse 
·  What do you call a witch who lives at the beach? 

A sand-witch 
·  What is the most popular subject at a school for witches? 

Spelling 
·  Why don't angry witches ride their brooms?  

They're afraid of flying off the handle  
·  Why do witches wear name tags? 

So that they can tell witch is which! 
·  What do you call a skeleton who won't work? 

Lazy bones   
·  What's a skeleton's favorite musical instrument? 

A trom-bone ! 
·  Why don't skeletons like parties? 

They have no body to dance with 
·  What do the birds sing on Halloween? 

Twick or tweet 
·  Why do mummies make good 

employees? 
They get all wrapped up in their work 

·  How can you tell if a vampire likes 
baseball? 
The night that he goes into a bat 

·  Where do spooks water ski?  
On Lake Erie  

·  Where do mummies go for a swim?  
To the dead sea  

·  What kind of streets do zombies like to haunt? 
Dead end streets 

·  What do you get when you cross a snowman with a 
vampire ? 
Frostbite 

·  Dracula decided he need a dog, which breed did he 
choose?  
A blood hound. 

SUPPORT   BRNA’S  CONTRIBUTING  & 
MEMBER  BUSINESSES: 

 
BNSF Railroad Quality Refrigerated S. 
ConAgra Tasman 
Design 4 Inc Tracy’s Collision 
Greater Omaha Pkg. St. Stanislaus Church 
GRH Electronics Inc. Schaefer Painting 
Hillside Bar Security National Bank 
HyVee on L Street Union Pacific 
Murante Real Estate Univar 
Nebraska Beef W.N. Morehouse Trucking 
Nebraska Trucking Ass  
  

�
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� � � � Meeting at St. Stanislaus Hall  (Second Tuesday)   (41st and J Street)      6:30 p.m. 
Speaker:  Tim Fowler -- Natural Resource District 
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� �� � Meeting at St. Stanislaus Hall  (Second Tuesday)   (41st and J Street)      6:30 p.m. 
Speaker:   Capt. Brad Hildebrandt--OFD Hazmat Unit 
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Mayor’s Hotline 444-5555 
Councilman Gernandt 444-5522 
Odors, Potholes, Snow Removal  444-4919 
OPPD Street Lights Out 1-800-554-6773  
MUD 554-7777 
Graffiti & Gang Tip 444-5992 
  
Omaha Email Hotline:   hotline@ci.omaha.ne.us  
Councilman Gernandt:  ggernandt@ci.omaha.ne.us  
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Email:   brna@cox.com  

BRNA Beautification Email:   donandbarb@cox.net  
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President – Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan  502-2013  
Vice President – Mark Fields 733-9337 
Treasurer – Tammy Nelson 731-1074  
Secretary – Diane Luna 714-1386 
Board Member – Keith Roragen 734-4366 
Board Member – Mary Ann Anderson 734-5734 
Board Member – Virgil Patlan  502-2013 
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Website & Newsletter Editor – Theresa Bidrowski  731-1592 
Newsletter Mailer – Mary Ann Anderson  734-5734 
Beautification – Barb and Don O’Connor  932-9404 
Fund-raiser & Grant Writer – Diane Luna 714-1386  
Speakers Coordinator – Rebecca Patlan 502-2013  
Business  – Mark Fields & Virgil Patlan  502-2013 
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Mail to: 
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Membership year runs  

January thru to 
December. 

   

Make checks payable to BRNA.  

$12 Per Person  (Per Calendar Year)           Number of  People: ___________   X  $12 =   $_______________ 

$25 Businesses / Organizations  (Per Calendar Year)  $_____________  

Name(s):_____________________________________________________________Phone#__________________________  

Address_________________________________________________City____________________Zip__________________ 

Fax #________________________________Email___________________________________________________________ 

  

(Please check.) 

New:    

 

Renewal:   

 
ATTN:  Businesses or Organizations 

You could receive one month of free advertisement for joining BRNA’s Membership.   
Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement to say.   

Advertisements are $5.00 per month (or $50.00 per year) for a business card-size ad.   
Larger ads are also available - $10 per month for quarter-page, $20 per month for half-page and $40 

per month for full page ads.  
 

 



 8

 

�

�
�'��()����*�+�,-. �����

Next Meeting:  
Tuesday, October 14th 

 
Speaker: 

Tim Fowler  
Natural Resource District 

 

Web site:    www.members.cox.net/brna 
Email:    brna@cox.net 

BRNA Beautification Email:   donandbarb@cox.net 
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