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Happy Thanksgiving to all!  We are all grateful for BRNA to have friends like 
you!  This Conductor's Corner was a test for our possible future President, 
Virgil Patlan.  That is if, you elect him and he is crazy enough to take the job!  
In all seriousness, It has been a wonderful year and we have accomplished 
alot together.  Thank you all for all the time and hard work you have given to 
our community.  It was an awesome job to serve our community as President.  
BRNA will always be my heart!  God Bless You All!   
Your President, Rebecca 
  
From Virgil, BRNA Board Member: 
  
             Rebecca and I met with the new Chief of Police Of Omaha, Eric 
Buske.  It was a rainy Wednesday morning but a great time for a meet and 
greet. Chief Buske has been married for 28 years and has 5 children and 4 
grandchildren, The Chief has been with Omaha Police for almost 25 years. 
The meeting was also attended by Captain Michael Murphy of the Southeast 
Precinct. 
           The purpose of the meeting was introductions and to share of a few 
concerns within the BRNA area. The first item on the agenda was sex 
offenders. Rebecca expressed our concern that sex offenders need to be 
checked and verify that are living in the home they have listed with the 
Sheriffs Department. 
           The second topic which President Rebecca brought up was the issue of 
missing and runaway children.  She stressed how the police and the families 
of the children can do positive things to make the experience less stressful.  
Many ideas were exchange by the Chief and President Rebecca. 
       Finally the Chief was asked if a member of the Omaha Police Department 
could be more involved with Local Emergency Planning Committee. Chief 
Buske stated he would look into the matter.  She has been concerned for First 
Responders ever since she found out that our street officers really don't know 
which businesses have dangerous chemicals in their facilities. 
           The meeting was very cordial and the Chief and Captain were invited 
to the BRNA membership meeting.   We will look forward to having them as 
our guest and letting them tell you their thoughts on our community.  
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This is a special issue combining 
November and December 
editions. 
Next newsletter will be 
out in January, 2008. 
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Mark your Calendars!  
Come join your neighbors and friends 
at BRNA’s Christmas Potluck Party 
on ������ �� �������� !  Bring a dish 
to share. 

 
Remember, Dec. 9h  is the second 

Tuesday! 
Wonderful food and great 

company! 
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Coming Events 
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Speaker: Capt. Brad Hildebrandt  

 
Also:   BRNA Election Night 

for:  
�"�#�$����
�"��#%"�"�

�����"$���&'�"# �

 

������������������������������������� ����	���	���	���	��� ���
���	��
	�����
���	��
	�����
���	��
	�����
���	��
	������ �������������������� ����
����
����
����
���� ������������������������ ���



 2

�������()*�

��������� �� ��������� ��
��� ��by T. Bidrowski 

Councilman Garry Gernandt attended the meeting.  He brought a 
“Graffiti Removal Kit” for BRNA.  The kit included paint, gloves, 
wipes, graffiti wash and 
removal chemicals.   
Garry said he is also 
going around the area and 
checking out smells and 
trying to locate the 
sources.   He said that 
there has become a lack 
of action from the 
Mayor’s call-in numbers, 
so if anyone has a 
problem to contact him 
(Garry) at 733-9337.  
 
Roger Kielion (father of Shane Kielion who was killed in Iraq) brought 
a Marine Flag to replace one of the weather-worn flags displayed in the 
area.   The flags will be mounted in the spring to avoid the winter-harsh 
winds. 
 
There was discussion about replacing one of the flowering pear trees at 
Pulaski.  (Vandals destroyed it.)  It would cost over $200.  Members 
said to wait until spring and see if another grant could be obtained from 
OPPD. 
 
Virgil said that the November parade for Viet Nam Vets has been tabled 
for now due to the lack of time, funds and response.   Garry Gernandt 
said to start early and contact elected officials for help.  Plans for a 
2009 parade will continue. 
 
BRNA elections are set for Nov. 9th.   Virgil Patlan said he would run 
for president.   Joe Janousek stated he would run for treasurer, an office 
he held several years ago.   Three board members will be elected.  Mary 
Ann Anderson, Sue Bednarz, Keith Roragen and Barb O’Connor said 
they would run. 
 
A FOOD DRIVE for Thanksgiving was discussed.  (See next page.)  
 
Garry Gernandt said there were concerns about the Hall Rental Building 
at 4050 Hillsdale which is owned by a Deaf organization.  Police have 
been called on several occasions because of drunkenness and noise.   
The law does not prevent people from bringing in drinks into the 
building.  Rebecca said that she talked with the owners and they were 
not cooperative. 
 
A couple of BRNA members will check into special Historical Grant 
being offered for South Omaha. 
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On the 30th of September approximately 8:30 in the 
morning my power went out as I was watching the 
news. "HUM...Virgil better have paid the bill, I 
thought!"  I chuckled, for blaming Virg because 
a neighbor knocked on the door to ask what 
happened?  I told her I already called OPPD about 
the power, but I what I didn't know was that 
neighbors electricity was out a block away and 
possibly more.  As the crews arrived, I spoke to 
them about the service a block away.  He said that 
he thought it was only our house, so it saved him a 
lot of time figuring out why my house was out of 
power.  He said "it must be a transformer".  So off 
he went... 
  
As he boosted power back on within a half an hour, 
I called OPPD to see what caused the  power 
outage.  After being switched a couple of times, I 
asked for a supervisor to talk to.  I left a messages 
for a Mr. Dan G., he called me back and we spoke 
about what the troubleshooter wrote down in his 
report.  A bad transformer was the culprit and he 
had to correct the "POSS" within the transformer 
along with repairing a bad jumper.  I guess the line 
fuse, and a over head transformer caused the failure, 
the dispatcher said.  Possibly the result of a tree 
branch that trips quite a bit.  
  
I was not satisfied, I asked him exactly how old is 
this transformer was and when are we due for a new 
one?  Last year we must have had almost a half 
dozen trips, for squirrels, wind, storms and now tree 
branches.  He said he would ask the Power Quality 
Group for the information and I said, "Can I request 
that the PQG investigate call me about this 
transformer, I would like to talk to him myself.  I 
really believe we in this area are due for a new 
one!"  Another thing I would like to talk to him 
about is all the high grass, trees and shrubs.  So 
until then, I will wait for the Investigator to call me 
back.   
  
Remember, I am not the only one that can call 
OPPD and report an outage.  They need to know 
exactly who's being affected, so they need everyone 
to call 554-OPPD (6773) or 536-4131, also 
webmaster@oppd.com 
  
Rebecca  
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The only acceptable goal is Zero Injuries, Zero 
Fatalities!   Speeding in neighborhoods is a 
primary concern of citizens throughout the 
U.S. Omaha neighborhoods are no exception. 
Most drivers speeding on neighborhood streets 
and in school zones live in the neighborhood 
and/or have students in the school. KEEP 
KIDS ALIVE DRIVE 25® is a safety campaign designed to pro-
actively target observance of the residential speed limit, as well as 
create safer school zones. KEEP KIDS ALIVE DRIVE 25® has 
been implemented in almost 1000 communities representing 47 
states. Find out how your neighborhood/school/faith community 
can get involved in making neighborhood streets safer for kids of 
all ages.    
Call 334-1391, e-mail kkad25@kkad25.org, or visit 
www.KeepKidsAliveDrive25.org. 
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By Theresa Bidrowski 
I have been trying to get the numerous 
potholes repaired on my street all 
summer.  The Mayor’s hotline and the 
pothole email link did not get any 
response.   Finally after talking with 
Garry Gernandt at BRNA’s last meeting, some action 
has finally been done.   (Thank you, Garry!)   It was 
only a partial repair, but Garry told me to write a letter 
detailing all the problems.   I have done so, and even 
included a map.  Hopefully the city will repair them 
properly and perhaps resurface them. 
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BNSF Railroad 
ConAgra 

Design 4 Inc 
Greater Omaha Pkg. 
GRH Electronics Inc. 

Hillside Bar 
HyVee on L Street 

Murante Real Estate 
Nebraska Beef 

Nebraska Trucking Ass 
Quality Refrigerated S. 

Tasman 
Tracy’s Collision 

St. Stanislaus Church 
Schaefer Painting 

Security National Bank 
Union Pacific 

Univar 
W.N. Morehouse Trucking 
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4436 Dahlman Ave. 
Omaha, NE 68107 

Local: 402-731-2222 
Toll Free: 877-608-8693 

Fax 402-731-2156 
�
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5011 L Street 

Omaha, NE 68117 

1�!�-23�  
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Don Preister opened the meeting at 7:35 AM by welcoming and thanking everyone for attending and participating.  
He restated the SOETF purpose: to identify area environmental problems, then implement corrective 
solutions to them in a spirit of voluntary cooperation with business, residents, and government. 

·  Self introductions were done by the following attendees: 
 

Michael Arends - Omaha Public Works Debra Grotelueschen - Southside Auto 
Sue Bednarz – H&L CAG,BRNA, SONA Robert Hensley – XL 4 Star Beef 
Myron Bell – Nebraska State Patrol Harry Homan - Darling Int’l 
Chester Black – Omaha Air Quality Larry Johnson – NE Trucking Association 
Chuck Casanova – Perkins Properties, Inc Mary Ann Krzemien - Spring Lake NA 
Doug Clark – Douglas County Health Department Mike Musgrave - Darling Int’l 
Angelo Fili – Greater Omaha Packing Co Don Preister - Legislature 
Gerry Gernandt – Omaha City Council, Dist. 4 Al Tegtmeier – XL 4 Star Beef 

 
TRUCK COMPLIANCE  Carrier Enforcement Officer Myron Bell reported on the joint compliance check with OPD 
in June. Four fines were issued for manure spills and continued patrolling of the area is being done. Another area 
compliance check is set for 8/23/08. Don thanked Myron for all of the NSP’s help in addressing the problem.  
 
AIR QUALITY    Mike Arends, Omaha Public Works, reported five odor complaints since the last meeting. There 
was one other complaint related to the Dahlman Ave area. All were checked. Recent storms helped flush out the 
sewers, but also caused overload to the sewer system. The recent storms also cut power that affected the odor 
control systems. He reported that the cost of the chemicals they use has skyrocketed. He also advised that  there 
is limited information about MRTP on the city web site.  
·  Mike Musgrave, Darling Int’l, had three inquiries from Air Quality regarding complaints, but said they had no 

system upsets. He advised that their two foggers attack ammonia in the air to reduce, not mask, odors. 
·  Angelo Fili, Greater Omaha Packing, reported no odor complaints or problems. 
·  Al Tegtmeier, XL 4 Star, was accompanied by Bob Hensley, who moved here from Kansas. Bob likes the job of 

rendering manager, and living in Omaha. The company has upgraded its odor controls, installed new doors and 
seals, trimmed trees, and they also have employees regularly remove litter and wash the streets. They will be 
replacing the road on their site.  

·  Chester Black, Omaha Air Quality, reported receiving 26 odor complaints since April. He did advised that 
humidity and rain affect odors. He also advised that when complaints come in, they email all industries in the 
area and then follow up with them. He and his staff did a presentation and answered questions for BRNA. They 
continue to monitor weekly hydrogen sulfide levels at various area locations. The levels were highest in 2000 and 
have lowered since then. Sue Bednarz asked that more proactive, preventative measures be enacted. She 
stated she believed it was unfair that residents continue to be burdened with industry problems. 

·  A request was made for odor signage on Vinton Street between 36th and 32nd Ave. Councilman Gernandt will 
make follow up on this request.  

·  Doug Clark, Douglas County Health Department, said they had received no complaints. The PM-10 data is still 
within allowed limits and regular data collection is still being done. He stated a meeting is being held in Lincoln 
today that will detail EPA and NDEQ upgrades and progress.  

 
Graffiti   Chuck Casanova, Perkins Properties, said graffiti was still a problem for them. All efforts to address the 
problem are appreciated, but more needs to be done.  
 
Debra Grotelueschen, Southside Auto, reported dumping problems, and the creative solution her husband used to 
solve the problem. There were no reports from Nebraska Beef, the City Prosecutor, American Labs, the Mayor’s 
Office, Street Maintenance, or Univar.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 AM.  Minutes respectfully submitted by Don Preister.   
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Members chance to advertise a garage sale, sell an item, or just 
announce a special occasion!  AND it is FREE to members. 

ALL ADS DUE BY THE 18 TH OF EACH MONTH. 
There are 4 different ways to get a listing in our newsletter: 
·  Call Theresa at 731-1592 
·  Email your listing to brna@cox.net with the subject 

line “BRNA Ad”. 
·  Or bring your listing to the next BRNA meeting. 

Please note: Listings are subject to scrutiny by the BRNA board and 
will be refused if judged inappropriate. 
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For more information visit this web site and 
type in your zip code: 
999��#+�#��������%#:*��:;��$��;&��

 
If you have been picking up litter at 

Pulaski or know 
someone who has –  

please contact Barb at  
donandbarb@cox.net   

or   932-9404! 
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       First and foremost, it's very important to 
have a professional come inspect and service 
your heating unit each year before you begin to 
use it. This is done to ensure that your heater is 
both safe and functional.  The earlier you 
arrange an appointment with a licensed heating 
professional the better, as they are liable to be 
booked up as the season approaches. You 
certainly don't want to take the risk of your 
furnace breaking down on you during icy winter weather. The 
professional will perform maintenance tasks to keep your heater 
performing optimally during a standard check-up. This includes: 
·  Inspecting the thermostat for proper operation  
·  Inspecting the filter, and changing or cleaning filter as needed  
·  Checking all electrical components and controls  
·  Oiling the motors as necessary  
·  Inspecting the heat exchanger for possible cracks (This is important 

as a crack in the heat exchanger will introduce carbon monoxide into 
your home.)  

·  Checking the air flow to see if it is diminished, and if it is necessary 
to clean the evaporator coil  

·  Checking of air fuel mixture  
            There are plenty of steps you can take to ensure the safety and 
efficiency of your heating unit.  Before your turn on your water heater or 
furnace, make sure there is nothing flammable stored next to it. Clear out 
the space and make room for your heater to function at its best. 

              Make sure to change or clean your furnace's filters regularly. 
Clean filters improve the air flow and efficiency as well as lower your 
utility bills. Disposable fiberglass filters should be replaced, while 
electrostatic or electronic filters need to be washed regularly. Filters that 
become dirty restrict the air flow, reducing efficiency, and in the worst 
case, lead the heat exchanger to overheat. 
              While you may think of ceiling fans as being strictly for the 
warmer weather, they can benefit your home during the winter as well. 
Ceiling fans will move around the hot air which gets trapped at the top of 
the room, lowering heating costs and reducing the condensation which 
forms at windows and glass doors. If you do not already have ceiling fans 
in your home, you may consider getting them installed for their year-
round benefits. 
                Finally, a most important note: homeowners should invest in at 
least one high-quality carbon monoxide detector for their homes. Also 
have your smoke alarms ready and distributed throughout the house. If 
you've already got your detectors, replace the batteries and check to make 
sure they are working properly. Experts say that if the detector unit is 
older than 10 years then it still may not be activated by smoke just 
because it sounds off when the test button is pressed. Test older units with 
a smoke device or simply replace them to be on the safe side. Also 
examine your fire extinguishers, or purchase, charge, and replace them as 
necessary. 

 �(8������>�
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Text OPD and your tip to CRIMES 

(274637) anywhere from your cell phone. 
  

Do you know someone who has an 
illegal gun?  Provide OPD with 

information and your tip could be worth 
up to $500 CASH! 

Please help get the guns off the streets, 
it will save lives and keep your 

neighborhood safer. 
They do not want your name only your 

information.  
 Crime Stoppers encourages members of the 
community to assist local law enforcement 

agencies in the fight against crime by overcoming 
the two key elements that inhibit community 

involvement: fear and apathy.  
Crime Stoppers provides a telephone number and 
Web Tips to encourage citizens in the community 

to volunteer vital information helpful to law 
enforcement agencies to fight against crime.  
You could get a cash reward of up to $1000.  

Give a tip today, it's worth CASH! 
222�*����
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NEW CRIME WEB SITE shows crime in 

Omaha area.  BRNA’s map is showing 1 break-
in, 2 vehicle thefts, 2 assaults, and 1 theft. 
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1 cup sifted all-purpose flour  
1/2 cup quick-cooking oats  
1/2 cup brown sugar, firmly 
packed  
1/2 cup butter  
-  -  -  -  - 
1 can pumpkin (2 cups)  
1 can evaporated milk  
2 large eggs  
3/4 cup granulated sugar  
1/2 teaspoon salt  
1 teaspoon cinnamon  
1/2 teaspoon ground ginger  
1/4 teaspoon ground cloves  
1/2 cup pecans  
1/2 cup brown sugar, firmly 
packed  
2 tablespoons butter 
Preheat oven to 350? F. Combine 
flour, rolled oats and 1/2 cup brown 
sugar with 1/2 cup butter. Put in 
mixing bowl and blend with electric 
mixer at low speed until crumbly. 
Press into the bottom of an 
ungreased 9 x 13-inch pan. Bake 15 
to 20 minutes. Combine pumpkin, 
evaporated milk, eggs, sugar, salt 
and spices in mixing bowl, mix well. 
Pour over baked bottom and bake 
20 minutes more. Combine pecans, 
brown sugar and 2 tablespoons 
butter. Sprinkle over pumpkin 
mixture. Put back in oven for 15 to 
20 minutes or until set. Cool and cut 
into squares.  
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'Twas the night before Christmas and Santa's a wreck...HOW TO 

LIVE IN A WORLD THAT'S POLITICALLY CORRECT? 
His workers no longer would answer to "Elves", "Vertically 

Challenged" they were calling themselves. 
And labor conditions at the north pole were alleged by the union to 

stifle the soul. 
Four reindeer had vanished, without much propriety, released to 

the wilds by the Humane Society. 
And equal employment had made it quite clear that Santa had better not use just 

reindeer. 
So Dancer and Donner, Comet and Cupid, were replaced with 4 pigs, and you 

know that looked stupid!? 
The runners had been removed from his sleigh; the ruts were termed dangerous by 

the E.P.A. 
And people had started to call for the cops when they heard sled noises on their 

roof-tops. 
Second-hand smoke from his pipe had his workers quite frightened.  His fur 

trimmed red suit was called "Unenlightened." 
And to show you the strangeness of life's ebbs and flows: Rudolf was suing over 

unauthorized use of his nose and had gone on Geraldo, in front of the nation, 
demanding millions in over-due compensation. 

So, half of the reindeer were gone; and his wife, who suddenly said she'd enough 
of this life, joined a self-help group, packed, and left in a whiz, demanding 
from now on her title was Ms. 

And as for the gifts, why, he'd ne'er had a notion that making a choice could cause 
so much commotion. 

Nothing of leather, nothing of fur, which meant nothing for him. And nothing for 
her.  Nothing that might be construed to pollute.  Nothing to aim. Nothing to 
shoot.  Nothing that clamored or made lots of noise.  Nothing for just girls. Or 
just for the boys.  Nothing that claimed to be gender specific. Nothing that's 
warlike or non-pacific. No candy or sweets...they were bad for the tooth. 
Nothing that seemed to embellish a truth. 

For they raised the hackles of those psychological who claimed the only good gift 
was one ecological. 

No baseball, no football...someone could get hurt; besides, playing sports exposed 
kids to dirt. 

Dolls were said to be sexist, and should be passe; and Nintendo would rot your 
entire brain away. 

So Santa just stood there, disheveled, perplexed;  he just could not figure out what 
to do next. 

He tried to be merry, tried to be gay, but you've got to be careful with that word 
today. 

His sack was quite empty, limp to the ground;  nothing fully acceptable was to be 
found. 

Something special was needed, a gift that he might give to all without angering the 
left or the right. 

A gift that would satisfy, with no indecision, each group of people, every religion; 
every ethnicity, every hue, everyone, everywhere...even you. 

So here is that gift,  its price beyond worth...  "May you and your loved ones enjoy 
peace on earth." 
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�� ��!! � Meeting at St. Stanislaus Hall  (Second Tuesday)   (41st and J Street)      6:30 p.m. 

Speaker:   Capt. Brad Hildebrandt--OFD Hazmat Unit 
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Mayor’s Hotline 444-5555 
Councilman Gernandt 444-5522 
Odors, Potholes, Snow Removal  444-4919 
OPPD Street Lights Out 1-800-554-6773  
MUD 554-7777 
Graffiti & Gang Tip 444-5992 
  
Omaha Email Hotline:   hotline@ci.omaha.ne.us  
Councilman Gernandt:  ggernandt@ci.omaha.ne.us  
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Email:   brna@cox.com  

BRNA Beautification Email:   donandbarb@cox.net  

�
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President – Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan  502-2013  
Vice President – Mark Fields 733-9337 
Treasurer – Tammy Nelson 731-1074  
Secretary – Diane Luna 714-1386 
Board Member – Keith Roragen 734-4366 
Board Member – Mary Ann Anderson 734-5734 
Board Member – Virgil Patlan  502-2013 
 
�������&&�����#� �
Website & Newsletter Editor – Theresa Bidrowski  731-1592 
Newsletter Mailer – Mary Ann Anderson  734-5734 
Beautification – Barb and Don O’Connor  932-9404 
Fund-raiser & Grant Writer – Diane Luna 714-1386  
Speakers Coordinator – Rebecca Patlan 502-2013  
Business  – Mark Fields & Virgil Patlan  502-2013 
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Mail to: 
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Membership year runs  

January thru to 
December. 

   

Make checks payable to BRNA.  

$12 Per Person  (Per Calendar Year)           Number of  People: ___________   X  $12 =   $_______________ 

$25 Businesses / Organizations  (Per Calendar Year)  $_____________  

Name(s):_____________________________________________________________Phone#__________________________  

Address_________________________________________________City____________________Zip__________________ 

Fax #________________________________Email___________________________________________________________ 

  

(Please check.) 

New:    

 

Renewal:   

 
ATTN:  Businesses or Organizations 

You could receive one month of free advertisement for joining BRNA’s Membership.   
Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement to say.   

Advertisements are $5.00 per month (or $50.00 per year) for a business card-size ad.   
Larger ads are also available - $10 per month for quarter-page, $20 per month for half-page and $40 

per month for full page ads.  
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Web site:    http://members.cox.net/brna 
Email:    brna@cox.net 

BRNA Beautification Email:   donandbarb@cox.net 
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