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The story behind our name:

Many of our readers have asked me personally why we chose the name of
Burlington Road. So to start this new year off, | would like tell the story on
how we became “BRNA”.

In 2003, | was homebound after many surgeries and my doctor said | could
only take short walks. Near our home, E Street between 33 and 36 is very
flat, so Virg and | made this our daily walk. One particular day we had to
knock on a neighbor’s door to tell them that one of their vehicles windows
had been broken out. There were also other victims on this street. We were
upset that this could happen so close to our home. | decided to make some
calls to find out who our neighborhood president was, so that we could join
and get activein our area.

While talking with a nice lady from the city and telling her what had
happened, she said there hadn’t been an association in this area in over 70
years. Then she asked the question that knocked my socks off my feet.
“Why don’t you start one?” | was in the hot spot now. | said “ME? Oh,
I’d just like to help, not be in charge of something. | don’'t know how to
run...l don't know anyone in this neighborhood...” | continued to pour out
reasons why | was not the right person to start one.

As | was telling Virgil what she said, he shocked me and said “Go ahead.
You should try it. | think you'll be great at it!” The pressure was on. |
couldn’'t sleep for days. | kept thinking...70 years! So it took me a while,
but | called her again and said that | just wanted information. She said she'd
send me a packet and all | would have to do is get a few people together in
the neighborhood and pick a boundary and a name suitable for this area. She
said it helpsto pick alandmark in the areafor aname. | said, “ The only thing
| have around here are railroad tracks and a dirt road.  After al, | was
thinking the boundary would only be one square block!”

The paperwork came. 1 filled it out, but then | had to come up with a name.
Well, the railroad tracks were the boundary on the east and they were called
Burlington and the dirt road that | live on is called Burlington Road. So the
only name | could give it was Burlington Road Neighborhood Association or
BRNA!

Continued on Page 2

~ Useformon page 11
or come to the next meeting.

St. Stanislaus School Hall
41% and J Street
Tuesday, Jan.9" 6:30p.m.

Guest Speaker: Ofeia Robles
Topic: Neighborhood Watch!
Find out more about the
Neighbor hood Watch program
at the January mesting.
(See page 2)
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Little did | know that over 20 people would show up at the
first meeting and that the boundaries would be changed twice
—first to 36" and F, and then all the way to 42 Street and south
to L Street!

When | said, “It’s great that we want to extend the boundaries
this far, but | can't run an association this large by myself!”
Well, many stepped forward and we formed a board.

| appreciated the group that showed up then and now. You all
make my job easier by helping, volunteering and giving me
your friendship, your time and your service.
quality of lifeisimportant and strong in this area.

I’ve said it before and I'll say it again. You are what makes
Burlington Road Neighborhood Association a success.

Thanksfor the vote of confidence and Happy New Y ear!

Y our BRNA President
Rebecca Barrientos Patlan

Elections for 2007 were held in
November. President Rebecca
Barrientos-Patlan and Secretary Joe
Janousek will continue in ther
positions for the next two years.
Theresa Bidrowski replaced board
member Mark Fields. Mark has been quite busy with hisjob
and felt he could not devote the needed time to BRNA.
Mark had been a board member since BRNA began in 2004
and has been atreasured asset. We all hope that in the future,
Mark will again be able to take a more active role.

(Note from Rebecca— Y ou will be missed! Y ou can run but
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Rose Gibbs, twin sister to Lil,
passed away in November. She
lived in the area dl of her life.
She and Lil joined BRNA in
We send our sincere
and her

2005.
condolences to Lil
family.
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PROGRAM IN FORCE
We report all Suspicious

Persons & Activities to our
Law Enforcement Agenty

v

Many areas in Omaha have a
Neighborhood Watch program
installed. It consists of
volunteer neighbors driving
around their areas, keeping a
look-out for any suspicious
activity.

The Crime Prevention Unit of
the Omaha Police Department
sponsors  a  Neighborhood
Watch program. With the
advantage of uniting as a
group, neighbors can network

with each other and the Omaha Police to be updated on the
latest crime trends and come to know one another so that
suspicious activity can be recognized. The Neighborhood
Watch group can have access to other programs such as the
Speakers Bureau and learn crime prevention tips.

Come to BRNA'’s January meeting to hear more about this
important program!
January 9" at 6:30 — St. Stanislaus Hall

For further information, contact the Crime Prevention Unit
at (402) 444-5772.
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The intersection of 42™ and L Street will
undergo major reconstruction. A resolution
was passed in October which authorized the
project. A starting date for the construction
has not been issued yet.

Notice from: Kirk R. Pfeffer, P.E., Design Engineer

City of Omaha Public Works Dept.

Project Description:

42" and L Street OPW 50898 — Signals, Paving & Storm
Sewer

42™ and Center Street OPW 50898A — Signals, Paving &
Storm Sewer

The purpose of both projects is to remove the existing free
right turn lanes and construct paving, traffic signals,
sidewalks and curb ramps that meet current City guidelines.
The existing right turn lanes were devel oped with long tapers
that do not channel traffic in a controlled manner. Also, they
do not facilitate the use of the signalized crosswalks by
pedestrians in wheel chairs.

On both projects, the proposed designs will remove these long
tapers and construct improved traffic signals and paving with
curbs while maintaining the existing left turn lanes. On the
42™ and L Street project, right turn lanes will be constructed
for southbound 42™ Street and westbound “L” Street. All
other traffic turning right on both projects will now have to
approach the signalized intersection in a combined
through/right turn lane movement at the signal. New
sidewalks and curbs will be constructed to make pedestrian
access function with the signals being constructed. These
changes will aso facilitate handicap access in these locations.
Construction of small retaining walls will be necessary in
conjunction with some curb ramp locations. Storm sewer
inlets will be reconstructed at the existing inlet locations to
facilitate drainage.

Did you know. . . that if you're driving south from
downtown on the Inter state, you will haveto get off on L
Street because F Street will be closed from downtown?

Did you know. . . that the 42" Street east on-ramp and F
Street south on-ramp will be closed with a gateduring
peak hours6-9 a.m. and 3-6 p.m. dueto traffic
congestion?
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Construction on the Kennedy Freeway and [-80 near the 480
interchange will begin in July, 2007. Some areas will be
widen or atered. One big change will be ramp closings
during peek traffic times.

Tim Weander from the Nebraska Department of Roads,
District 2, will be at St. Stanislaus on February 13".  He will
discuss the project and its implications to our area.  Come to
the meeting to find out more. We will soon post some photos
of the plans on our web site.

Non-BRNA membersareinvited to attend this meeting!
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Paul Schaefer/ Owner
Painting and Staining - Interior and Exterior

Wood Finishing - Deck Cleaning & Treatment

3972 South 36th Ave. RY;

Omaha, NE 68107 @
402-734-7227 res.

968-8810 cell
schaeferpainting@aol.com




BRNA’s Christmas Party was held on December 5". Thank you
to al the BRNA members who helped make it a very festive

evening!

BRNA’'s Treasurer, Joe
Janousek, showed off his
new baby boy, Alexzander
Josef Janousek, at the

party.
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On Saturday, December 9", Laci® daughter
called and said her power was out including
the home phone. As Laci wasleaving home,
her daughter called again and asked if she
knew if the police were looking for anyone in
the neighborhood. She said that a man
was limping down her alley between 40" -
39th and Patterson. So — Laci found a police officer on 36th
and H Street. She inquired if they were looking for this man.
The officer stated that a man had hit a pole and knocked all
the power out in the area. Laci then told him where this
suspect could be located. The officer expedited to 38th and
Patterson and picked him up. In her investigation, she
drove up to 42nd & H Street, but forgot her camera (what
kind of reporter is shel). A light pole was down and the
suspectsred car was flipped over. She expressed that she
didn®see how this man managed to get out of the smashed
car and still take off on foot. The news channel said that he
was taken to the hospital in serious condition. Power was out
over much of BRNA for acouple of hours.
Good jab, Laci!
(Laci isan aliasfor being an anonymous source).
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It was noted that Omaha has a lot of jobs available but the
wages are relatively low. This program alows low-income
people to save money getting their taxes prepared and advises
the families to spend their federal tax refund and to save their
state refund. A savings account can be opened immediately
upon getting a tax refund.

There are sites where low-income people
can get their taxes prepared for free as part
of the Family Economic Success Initiative

UNO partnered to form. There are 40 sites.
Onesiteisat 36" and “Q" Street.

Information can be accessed on line at www.fesiomaha.org or
Mr. Leahy can be contacted at ewleahy@mail.unomaha.edu,
or at 402-561-7593. There are flyers available in English and
Spanish.

Volunteers will be needed from January 30™ until the end of
tax season. This program has an MOI with the Mayor’s
Office.

which United Way of the Midlands and | -
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The City of Omaha will be managing an
exterior paint stabilization program for the
EPA Omaha Lead Site. This program will
involve hundreds of houses within the
city. All painters must complete the one
day HUD/EPA Lead Safety for
Remodeling, Repair, and Painting
Training; and companies must meet City requirements to be on
the approved bidderslist.

Free training will be provided January 16, 2007 at the UN-L
Extension Office, 8015 West Center Road, from 8:00 am. - 4:00
p.m. Certificates will be provided to successful trainees.

A contractor information meeting will be held January 23, 2007
at the Civic Center, 1819 Farnam Street, Room 702 from 1:00
p.m.-3:00 p.m. All interested contractors should attend.

For further information and pre-registration, please cal:
Marian Todd at 444-5217
The City of Omahaisan Equa Opportunity Employer.
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There are a number of collection sites for
used Christmas Trees. The closest ones to
the BRNA areaare:

Brown Park — U Street between 15" and 18" Streets
LaVista Sports Complex — 66™ Street, 2 blocks south
of Harrison Street
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Sarting in February’ sissue, we will begin bringing you
/ 0 &- . #)

There are many things we can do to prepare for al kinds of
emergencies. Be sureto stay informed.
Read The BRNA's Express.
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Under federal mandate to clean up the nation’ s waterways
and environment, Omaha and other cities must stop
“overflowing” untreated sewage discharges into rivers.
After heavy rains, the treatment plant can not handle the
excess sewage and run-off.  Omaha has a Combined
Sewer System which is fine under most weather
conditions, but can combine sewage and rainwater when
there are heavy rains. The city is how doing a study to
find solutions for the problem and prevent this from

happening.

Mary Grate from Omaha Public Works, along with Linda
Lovgren and Norm Jackman, spoke at BRNA’s November
meeting about the future massive sewer project.

The federal government will not fund this project. They
consider it alocal problem.  Local rate-payer (you and
me) will need to pay for it. Overall, 9% increases may be
seen each year 2007 to 2010. Beyond that day is
unknown.

Some possible solutions may mean that large “holding
areas’ will be needed to prevent the sewage from running
into the river until the treatment plant can handed the
excess. BRNA is in the Ohern/Monroe area where most
drainage heads toward the Missouri River. Marty said the
most logical place for Ohern/Monroe holding area would
be near theriver.

Our area is also unique because of the packing house
waste and our rolling hills. The packing house waste is
on aseparate drainage line and does not mix with city

Norm Jackman, Ohern/Monroe Basin Monitor
Linda Lovgren, Public Participation Coordinator
Mary Grate from Omaha Public Works

waste. But the rolling hills can and often cause small local
floods. A BRNA area resident had questions about the 38"
Street and D Street area.  Heavy rains cause flooding on D Street
near 38", He said he has called the city about the problem.
Marty said he didn't know about the D Street problems and what
if any solutions have been planned for the area. He said he will
continue to look into all city areas with problems. Hopefully,
something will be done soon.

BRNA will continue to bring you more information about this in
future newdletters. BRNA's president, Rebecca, is on the CSO
advisory committee and Diane Luna is on the Ohern/Monroe
Basin committee.

For more information about this important project, visit
www.omahacso.com

A Separate Storm Sewer System

A Combined Sewer System
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Have you noticed the signs in some
windows in our area? They are
there to help our kids!  Protecting
our children takes time & energy
from the entire community. A
McGruff House is a resource for
children who find themselves in
emergency or frightening
situations, such as being bullied,
followed or hurt. McGruff House
volunteers are needed to make emergency phone calls
for children in trouble and watch out for neighborhood
children as they go to and from school. Who can
volunteer? Any household with a resident, 18 or
older, who will complete, sign and return an
application, which includes permission for a law
enforcement background check. Contact one of these
numbers for more information:
mcgruff@ci.omaha.ne.us
or 402-444-5772

One old phonebook inthe garbage.. . . . . . ..
Cost city 6¢

One old phonebook in therecyclingbin . . . . ..
Revenue 11¢

Recycling an old phonebook into new paper and
conserving natural resources for the next generation is
a priceless gift to givel Don't trash that book!
Recycling phonebooks couldn®be simpler. Just place
your old phonebook in your recycling bin for
collection. At five pounds each, it will make quite an
impact.
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When it comes time to prepare and file your &
2006 tax return, make sure you don® overlook =
a—

the federal excise tax refund credit. " -

0 &

/0 ',2,) Asmilar linewill be available if
you file the short form 1040A. If you have family or friends who no
longer file atax return AND they have their own land phone in their
home and have been paying a phone hill for years, make sure they
know about this form 1040EZ-T. What is this al about? Well the
federa excise tax has been charge to you on your phone hill for
years. It is an old tax that was assessed on your toll calls based on
how far the call was being made and how much time you talked on
that call. When phone companies began to offer flat fee phone
service, challenges to the excise tax ended up in federa courts in
several digtricts of the country. The challenges pointed out that flat
fee/rate phone service had nothing to do with the distance and the
length of the phone call. Therefore, the excise tax should/could not
be assessed. The IRS has now conceded this argument. Phone
companies have been given notice to stop assessing the federal excise
tax as of Aug 30, 2006. You most likely saw the tax on your
September cutoff statement, but it should NOT have been on your
October bill. But the challengers of the old law also demanded
restitution. So the IRS has announced that a one time credit will be
available when you and | file our 2006 tax return as explained above.
However, the IRS also established limits on how BIG a credit you
can get. Here®how it works.

If you file your return as a single person with just you as a dependent,
you get to claim a $30 credit on line 71 of your 1040. If you file
with a child or a parent as your dependent, you claim $40. If you file
your return as a married couple with no children, you claim $40. If
you file as married with children, you claim $50 if one child, $60 if
two children. nall cases, the most you get to claim is $60 - UNLESS
you have al your phone hills starting AFTER Feb 28, 2003 through
July 31, 2006 (do not use any bills starting Aug 1, 2006.), then you
can add up the ACTUAL TAX ASIT APPEARS ON YOUR BILLS
AND CLAIM THAT FOR A CREDIT. Now if you have your actual
phone bills and come up with an ACTUAL TAX AMOUNT, you
cannot use line 71 on your tax return. You have to complete a
special form number 8913 and attach it to your tax return.
Individuals using the special from 1040EZ-T will have to attach this
form 8913 also. One final point - this credit is a refundable credit.
That means you get this money, no matter how your tax return
works out. If you would end up owing the IRS a balance, the refund
will reduce that balance you owe. If you end up getting arefund, the
credit will be added and you get a bigger refund by that $30 to $60,
depending on how many dependents are on your return.
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Happy Birthday!
Stephanie Steven
January 26™
8th grader at St. Stan’s

Congratulations!
Riley Madison was born
Sunday, Dec 17th.
Grandchild of
Paul & Jerri Schaefer!

“BRNA’sBULLETIN BOARD” isyour chance to advertise a
garage sale or sell an item or just announce a specia occasion!
AND it isFREE to members! There are 4 different waysto get a
listing in our newdletter:

Call Theresa at 731-1592 or Diane at 731-5862

Send in your listing to Email your listing to
BRNA < =) with the
P.O. Box 7126 subject line “BRNA
Omaha, NE 68107 Bulletin”.

Or just bring your listing to the next BRNA meeting.
Please note: Listings are subject to scrutiny by the BRNA board
and will be refused if judged inappropriate.
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TRUE STORY:

The heating unit went out on my dryer!
The guy that fixes things went in to the dryer pulled
out the lint filter. It was clean. (We always clean the
lint from the filter after every load of clothes.)
He told us that he wanted to show
us something. He took the filter o
over to the sink, ran hot water
over it. Now, the lint filter is
made of a mesh material - 1@n

sure you know what your dryer® O]
lint filter looks like. WELL...the

hot water just sat on top of the

mesh!!! It didn®go through it at

al!'' Hetold us that dryer sheets cause afilm over
that mesh and that®what burns out the heating unit.
You can®SEE the film, but it®there. Thisis also
what causes dryer units to catch fire and potentially
burn your house down with it! He said the best
way to keep your dryer working for a very long
time (and to keep your eectric bill lower) is to
take that filter out & wash it with hot soapy water
and an old toothbrush (or other brush) at least every
six months. He said that makes the life of the dryer
at least twice as long!

11111}
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Rebecca is asking all who read this to please pray for her son
in law, Sgt. Craig Cooper and her daughter Kristy’s brother-
in-law, Lyle Powell. They are in the same troop in Iraqg.

If you would like to send a card or a care package to them or
their troop, it takes approx. 10 days. The post office will tape
the boxes up for soldiers only.

Theaddressis:

SGT. Craig Cooper
734" Trans BN
755" Chem Co

L SA Ana Conda
APO AE 09391

2

A neurologist says that if he can get to a stroke victim
within 3 hours he can totally reverse the effects of a
stroke...totally. He said the trick was getting a stroke
recognized, diagnosed, and then getting the patient
medically cared for within 3 hours, which is tough.
RECOGNIZING A STROKE

Now doctors say a bystander can recognize a stroke by
asking three simple questions:

S= Asktheindividual to SMILE.

T= Askthepersonto TALK to SPEAK A SIMPLE
SENTENCE (Coherently)

R= Askhimor her to RAISEBOTH ARMS.

NOTE: Another @gn@f a stroke is this: Ask the person
to @tick@ut their tongue. If the tongue is @rooked®if it
goes to one side or the other that is also an indication of
a dtroke. If he or she has trouble with
ANY ONE of these tasks, cal 911 immediately and
describe the symptoms to the dispatcher.
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1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
1 tsp. baking soda

1 tsp. baking powder

1/2 tsp. salt

3 bananas, mashed

3/4 cup white sugar

1 egg, lightly beaten

1/3 cup oil (or butter)

1/3 cup packed brown sugar
2 Thsp. all-purpose flour

1/8 tsp. ground cinnamon

1 Thsp. butter

Preheat oven to 375 degrees F.

Lightly grease 10 muffin cups, or line with muffin
papers. In a large bowl, mix together 1 1/2 cups
flour, baking soda, baking powder and salt. In another
bowl, beat together bananas, sugar, egg and melted
butter. Stir the banana mixture into the flour mixture
just until moistened. Spoon batter into prepared
muffin cups.

In a smal bowl, mix together brown sugar, 2
tablespoons flour and cinnamon. Cut in 1 tablespoon
butter until mixture resembles coarse cornmeal.
Sprinkle topping over muffins. Bake in preheated
oven for 18 to 20 minutes, until a toothpick inserted
into center of a muffin comes out clean. Makes 10
muffins.

Q: How do you keep from getting cold feet?
A: Don@go around BRRfooted!

Q: What@ another namefor ice?
A: Skid stuff!

Mind Puzzles
1. Continue the sequencein alogical way:

> ?7?? ?7?? ?7?7?
2. Please write anything here:
3. Draw arectangle with 3 lines:
4. Correct the formulawith a single stroke:
4 @ 4 @ 4 A 44,

5. A mother isfour times as old as her daughter. In 20
years she will be twice as old as her daughter.
How old are mother and daughter now?

6. Would you rather a crocodile attack you or an aligator?

7. James said that he was born on February 29, 1900.
What birthday will he celebrate in the year 20007?

8. Can you stand behind your best friend, whilst at the
same time, they stand behind you? Or isit impossible?

9. Who is your father® only son® brother® uncle® wife®
daughter®brother@father®son?

10. If you are in a dark room with a candle, a wood stove
and a gas lamp. You only have one match, so what do you
light first?

Answers on next page.
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Call: 731-1592

or Email: brna@cox.net
(Make subject line: BRNA News)
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January 9 ) * B &C (41%and J Street)  6:30 p.m.
Guest Speaker:  Ofdia Robles, community coordinator with SE Police Assembly

Topic: Neighborhood Watch
Refreshments. Theresa Bidrowski

February 13 ) * B &C (41% and J Street)  6:30 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Tim Weander for the Nebraska Department of Roads, District 2

Topic: 1-80 and Kennedy Freeway reconstruction. (Ramp closings on 42™ and on F Streets)
Refreshments:

March 13 ) * B &C (41% and J Street)  6:30 p.m.

* Dates and speakers may change due to unforeseen circumstances
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Mayor’s Hatline 444-5555 AA Caoallision 691-5212
Councilman Gernandt 444-5522 Avon — Carol Jensen 614-6447
Potholes & Snow Removal 444-4919 BNSF Railroad
Odor & Street problems 444-4919 Design 4 Inc 339-6856
Omaha Police 444-5600 Greater Omaha Packing
SE Precinct OPD 444-5792 GRH Electronics Inc.
State Patrol 402-471-4545 L & BlInc.
GangTip (LPOA) 504-1493 Murante Real Estate 734-5337
Graffiti 444-5992 Nebraska Beef
UndertheSink 444-7465 Pitstop, Inc. 734-3232
Humane Society 444-7800 Property Ventures 734-5337
BEFORE YOU DIG 344-3565 Quality Refrigeration
OPPD Street Light Out 1-800-554-6773 Schaefer Painting 734-7227
MUD 554-7777 Security National Bank 221-0127
City of Omaha Email Hotline: Tasman OmahalLLC 731-2584
hotline@ci.omaha.ne.us Tobin Eye Institute 731-1363
District 4 Councilman Gernandt: Univar
ggernandt@ci.omaha.ne.us W.C. Place 734-9089
Email address to send a pothole complaint: - < | # 8
pothole@ci.omaha.ne.us

1. MTWTFSS (Daysof the week)

M=Monday T=Tuesday W=Wednesday T=Thursday F =Friday S=Saturday S=Sunday
2. "Anything”
3.

Change the first plus mark into a4 with one stroke.
Mother is 40 and the daughter is 10.

The crocodile should attack the alligator!
Jamesislying. 1900 was not aleap year.

Y ou stand back to back.

Noone. You are an only son and have no brothers.
Light the match!

Boo~oua
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, , Website & Newsletter Editor - Theresa Bidrowski 731-1592

President — Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 502-2013 Newsletter Mailer — Mary Ann Anderson
Vice President — Paul Schaefer 734-7227 Beauttification — Barb and Don O’ Connor
Treasurer — qu Janousek 731-6651 Membership Caller — Judy Right
Secretary — Diane Luna 731-5862 Fund-raiser & Grant Writer - Diane Luna 731-5862
Board Member —Jerri Schaefer 734-7227 Speakers Coordinator- Rebecca Patlan 502-2013
Board Member — Sue Bednarz 731-8374 BRNA Signs & Shirts- Virgil Patlan 502-2013
Board Member — Theresa Bidrowski 731-1592

Write: Email: Or call Rebecca:

BRNA brna@cox.com 502-2013

P.O. Box 7126 Beautification Email:
Omaha, NE 68107 com

Marbadhip | nvitation and Reneval!

Meetings held Second Tuesdays each month at 6:30 P.M.
St. Stanislaus School 41 & J

$ .9 % / 0 %
Come meet your neighbors and learn how we can work together to solve problems and improve our areal
Members, please encourage your neighbors to join us at the next meeting.

- O O 8 & 0O O . . &D & %
Renewing your membership will guarantee that you will receive this newsletter!

" Mail to:
| m " # BRNA
: _ _ _ P.O. Box 7126
Membership Application Omaha, NE 68107
. Membership year runsthru to December. .
Make checks payable to BRNA
$12 Per Calendar Year — Per Person X $12=$
$25 Businesses / Organizations $
Name(s): Phone#
Address City Zip
Fax # Email
(Please check.) New: Renewal:

ATTN: Businesses or Organizations

You could receive one month of free advertisement for joining BRNA’s Membership.
Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement to say.
Advertisements are $5.00 per month (or $50.00 per year) for a business card-size ad. Larger ads are also available - $10 per
month for quarter-page, $20 per month for half-page and $40 per month for full page ads.

H ! =3!'" # #8 - ' 499: +
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Next M eeting:
Tuesday, January 9th
St. Stanidaus School Hall
41% and J Street
6:30 P.M.

Guest Speaker: Ofeia Robles
Topic: Neighborhood Watch!

Web site:

http://members.cox.net/brna

12

Email : brna@-cox.net



