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Find out how the I-80 and Kennedy Freeway 
construction will affect our area.   Learn 
about the ramp closings on 42nd Street and on 
F Street.   Come to BRNA’s next meeting and 
meet Tim Weander  from the Nebraska 
Department of Roads, District 2. 

� � � � �� � � � � � � 	 �
St. Stanislaus School Hall 

41st and J Street 
Tuesday,    Feb. 13th    6:30 p.m. 

  

PUBLIC  WELCOMED! 
Non-BRNA members welcomed 

at all meetings! 
 (See more on page 2) 
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The month of February is known for LOVE.   We love 
many things.   God, family, friends and country are just a 
few.  Our blood, sweat and tears fall for these just as 
hard.  We as Americans love hard and go all out to secure 
what we believe despite what another American may 
think.  This is called the Rights of the People, or Freedom.   Because God is 
Love we love.  Our family, friends and country all benefit from it.   This is 
why I am sharing these quotes below, and maybe if you read them, you’ ll feel 
them and then also act on them.   Whatever your religion, race or politics, you 
as an American have a right to love what you believe.  Then strive to make 
things better in the world around you.  It’ s the American Way!   
 
�  …whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it 

is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute a new 
government, laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its 
powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their 
safety and happiness.   (The Declaration of Independence) 

�  Government is a trust, and the officers of the government are trustees; and 
both the trust and the trustees are created for the benefit of the people. 
(Henry Clay) 

�  The most important office is that of private citizen. (Louis D. Brandeis) 
�  Government is not an enemy of the people.  Government is the people 

themselves.    (Lyndon B. Johnson) 
�  The government is us; we are the government, you and I.  
      (Theodore Roosevelt) 
�  With public sentiment, nothing can fail; without it, nothing can succeed.  

Consequently he who molds public sentiment goes deeper than he who 
enacts statutes or pronounces decisions.     (Abraham Lincoln) 

�  Never doubt that a small group of committed citizens can change the 
world.  Indeed, it is the only thing that ever did.    (Margaret Mead) 

�  All our yesterdays are summarized in our now, and all the tomorrows are 
ours to shape.    (Hal L . Bor land) 

 
Continued on page 2        
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Use form on page 9  

or come to the next meeting! 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

If you don’ t renew, your last newsletter  
will be in March. 
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Conductor Corner - Continued from page 1 
 
People of BRNA -- Laws are being drafted and voted on for 
Omaha’s and America’s well-being.  Do you love it enough 
to stop complaining on how our elected officials are running 
it?   Do you love your family and friends enough to make the 
world around you a better place?    Do you have a phone or a 
pen to help change OUR world?   Call or write them today 
and give them your view to help them make a better decision 
for OUR community! 

Loving America, Nebraska, Omaha and BNRA! 
God Love and Bless Us All! 
Rebecca Barr ientos-Patlan 

P.S.  If you need a list of our elected officials, just ask!�
�
�
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Construction on the Kennedy Freeway and I-80 near the 480 
interchange will begin in July, 2007.   Some areas will be 
widen or altered.   One big change will be ramp closings 
during peek traffic times.    
 
Tim Weander from the Nebraska Department of Roads, 
District 2, will be at St. Stanislaus on February 13th.    He 
will discuss the project and its implications to our area.   
Come to the meeting to find out more.   We will soon post 
some photos of the plans on our web site.  

� � � � � � � � � � � �  � ! " �# ! � �$� %$&� ' �&� �#&&� � ' � �
� � � � � � � � � ( ) � 
 �

� � *� � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � 
 � � � �
+�) , � 	 *� *�

� � 
 � �� ��� �� � 
 � �
By Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 
On Thursday, January 18th at 2:49 p.m., the 
sirens went off. Several neighbors made 
inquiries to my home.   In my search to 

find out why, I contacted the Douglas County Emergency 
Management Agency.  Jim Rodgers informed me that they 
were conducting an annual maintenance check by pushing 
individual buttons on each siren.   BRNA is covered by four 
different sirens positioned all around us.  There use to be a 
siren on the old Robbins School.   It has been moved North 
of I-80 interstate or 42 & A St.   Why was it taken out of 
BRNA without our knowledge?  We©ll find out at a later 
time.   
           Other sirens in the area are 37th & P (Christie Heights 
Area), 47th & U (a residential area) and 22nd and Springlake 
Park.  He said that sounds will travel especially during cold 
and damp weather.   I wonder why we didn©t hear all the 
other sirens.  Maybe it wasn©t their day.  Just be prepared for 
other annual checks.  He also said that our county is an 
“ALL OR NOTHING” County, which means that all of the 
sirens will go off at one time except when of course they 
push the old buttons to test. 
� 
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    The Field Club Trail is a wonderful 
walking and biking trail that wanders through the residential 
area just north of BRNA.   It was created over an old unused 
railroad track that traveled near homes.    The trail was cut 
off suddenly at Vinton Street.    
     According to Larry Foster of Parks and Recreations, the 
Field Club Trail has found funding to start acquisitions and 
right-a-ways.  The first section will be a 2-3 year project.  
Contributing to this exciting project will be Kiewit 
($315,000), NRD ($150,000), City Grant ($150,000), and  a 
Federal Grant (500,000)  
      The Field Club Trail’ s south end will extend from 
Vinton Street – going under I-80 and then westward under 
the 42nd and D Street bridge.  It will then go west, past 60th 

Street and over the rail road tracks, to connect with the 
Keystone Trail. 
       BRNA will keep all informed of the trail’ s growth. 


 � � 
 � � � � ������������������������������� Paul Schaefer, Dec. Winner�
Calcutta is played at each meeting!   $1 per ticket.                 Sam Murante, Jan. Winner 

Winner gets half of the amount collected!    
Proceeds go into the  � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � . 
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A landfill project is proposed for the land east of Dahlman and at about B Street.   A large crater exists there after the state 
built a new railroad bridge and changed Dahlman’s path as it leads to 32nd Street.   Sam Murante came to BRNA’s January 
meeting to discuss the project.   Some of BRNA members voiced concerns – mainly about truck traffic.   They don’ t want 
trucks taking “F”  Street to get to the landfill.   Since the interstate will be going through major construction starting this 
summer, trucks may need to use different routes.    The landfill will be open not only to businesses, but to the public and that 
may cause more traffic.  
 
Following the meeting, Sam also sent the following letter to BRNA.   
 
To:  All Members of the Bur lington Railroad Neighborhood Association  
 
I wanted to inform you that the 3701 Dahlman Ave. Landfill will be on the City of Omaha Council 
Agenda on the 13th of February.  I respect your position as property owners in the neighborhood and will consider any request 
that you might have so that we can be good neighbors to each other.   I have attempted to address each and every concern that 
you have and will continue to do so.   I welcome your attendance at that meeting no matter if you are for or against.  Your 
homes are zoned residential and my property is zoned Heavy Industrial and the two areas are relatively close to each other at 
about 1,000 feet.   In the application process, I was requested to notify those neighbors within 300 feet and although you are 
much farther than that, I am also notifying you since I am concerned about your issues as well.  
After meeting with the BRNA on four or five occasions, I wanted to summarize the results of those meetings and the content 
of the conversations and issues discussed.  
  
OVERVIEW:  Myself and Tom Paltani will be asking the City Council to approve our application for a landfill. We have the 
approval from the City Planning Department, the Public Works Department and the Douglas County Health and now need the 
approval from the City Council. The previous City Council has previously approved a special use permit to allow a landfill on 
this property.  I have checked the record with the Douglas County Health Department and was informed that no complaints 
had been filed with there department and that a report would be sent from Reid Steinkraus to Gary Gernandt stating such.  
 
This property had been previously operated as a landfill and it is our intention to fill the large depression and then use the 
property as a storage area.  The property is zoned Heavy Industrial and under that zoning classification it can be used for 
heavy industrial purposes such as a rock crushing operation like the one across the street  or a rendering plant like the one next 
door or a hide treatment plant for a  packing house without any special permits or City or County approvals. 
 
Paltani and Murante have spent three (3) years cleaning up the site under the supervision of the Nebraska Department of 
Environmental Quality. When I first became involved in South Omaha 15 years ago with my uncle Ed Dale I assisted in the 
development of the old 100,000 square foot Phillips Department store and home of Designer Blinds which was the beginning 
of the clean up of South Omaha. Designer Blinds has since moved to west Omaha but that space is now 100% occupied with 
business activity.  The three problem bars on South 24th we purchased and closed and are now active business locations.  The 
South Omaha City Hall building that only had two bidders with the RFP from the City is now remodeled and 100% occupied. 
The Sutherland Lumber building that no one wanted since it was “down wind”  from the Packing house industry and the 
railroad tracks is will soon be the home of a National Grocery chain and a new pizza restaurant and a dentist and a Dollar Tree 
retail store and Fastenal location who sells tools and construction equipment.  My success rate in the past has been  100% and 
it will be 100% on this project also.   
  
NEIGHBORS   I am sensitive to the needs of the adjacent neighbors and have the approval of those neighbors who are in 
close proximity to the landfill.  The closest property is a neighbor tavern and whose support we have.  Directly across the 
railroad tracks from the landfill is a group of extremely well maintained homes. There are fourteen homes in this pocket area 
and who are 350 to 500 feet away from the proposed landfill.  We have the support of 100% of those homeowners in the 
Burlington Railroad Neighbor Association area. We have verbal support and a commitment for written support to present to 
the City Council.  
  
 
Continued on page 4 
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TRUCK TRAFFIC   There is a concern that if I am granted a permit for a landfill that it will increase truck traffic on those 
streets in front of your homes and along F Street. It is not legal for heavy truck traffic along F Street. The concern is for pick 
up trucks taking stuff to the Landfill.  We put in our proposal an estimate of 5 to 7 trucks per day and not a lot compared to 
over 100 every day going to the concrete recycling plant across the road. A request was made at one of the meetings to 
exclude pick up trucks and I responded that I did not want to do that since I really didn’ t think that pick up trucks would be a 
problem but if they were we would be willing to consider there termination.  Please keep in mind that there is a transfer station  
for construction and demolition debris at approx 60th and Q.  Large truck traffic along F street is not allowed by law and F 
street is posted.  
 
FIRES  The fires at the landfill have been extinguished and a plan has been established to eliminate future fires since there 
was no plan in place in all of the prior years.  
  
TREES    I have agreed to plant trees along the entire front of the property in an effort to shield the property but keep in mind 
that there is a solid wooden fence that now shields the property from visibility.  It was our intention to landscape the property 
  
STORAGE AREA   I did make a commitment also that I would offer to the homeowners association the use of a small 
storage area should we decide to construct smaller storage buildings. It is our first choice to develop the property as surface 
storage and add buildings based upon market demand.  
  
I have sent to you previous email messages requesting exactly what you want other than those items mentioned above.  I want 
the project to be a success and am open to any suggestion and am always willing to consider your position.  Also I found out 
that the reason the depression is so large is that the previous owner harvested 1000’s of cubic yards of dirt and sold it to the 
State of Nebraska for road construction. 
 
(from Sam Murante) 
 

 
   
 

Thomas Paltani and Sam Murante next to the 
large pit.   It is directly behind the large red 

building on Dahlman and B Street. 
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Paul Schaefer / Owner  

Painting and Staining – Interior and Exterior 
Wood Finishing – Deck Cleaning & Treatment 

 
3972 South 36th Ave. 

Omaha, NE 68107 
402-734-7227 res. 

968-8810 cell 
      schaeferpainting@aol.com 
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Burlington Road Neighborhood 
Association has been riddled 
with complaints by taxpayers in 
the area.   The problem has been 
years of semi-trucks coming 
through our residential area 
west of Dahlman Avenue to 
42nd Street.   (About ten per day 
on F Street.)   Most are coming 
from 42nd and going to Dahlman 
Ave.    Homes on F Street are 

shaking.    It seems to go on 24/7.   F Street from 42nd to 
Dahlman has a 6 ton limit and is not a truck route. 
 
There are signs posted at 42nd Street and at Dahlman.   But 
many residents say the signs are too small or not highly 
visible.    
 
BRNA contacted the following people. Here are their 
responses:  
 
Senator  Pr iester  says that he has also heard the complaints 
from residents.  “Since F Street is not a state highway, it 
likely is not patrolled much by state police.  They just don’t 
have the personnel to be everywhere.  City police are also 
understaffed and have higher priority calls to attend, so these 
traffic issues are not able to be fully addressed.”   The senator 
believes that if residents see violations, and get license or 
DOT numbers, they can file a complaint with the police.  
This needs to be confirmed by OPD.  
 
Omaha Police Capt. Mar tinez has issued a special attention 
for SE Precinct for a month on F Street.    
 
Lar ry A. Johnson, President of Nebraska Trucking 
Association states, “ I’m confident that if the trucking 
industry is using F Street as a shortcut to get to their 
terminals/office locations in that area, I can work with the 
industry folks in that neighborhood to get the word to those 
drivers that are doing it.   We can do an industry awareness 
campaign via personal contact and our weekly/monthly 
communications pieces to help educate them on the problem. 
As with the cattle spills, education and prevention seem to 
be more productive when compared to committing resources 
to 24 hour enforcement to write tickets.  However, I’m 
somewhat familiar with that area and I’m not certain that 
large trucks are restricted on F Street from 42nd Street to 
Dahlman. (Capt. Schwarten or Martinez do you know?)  I 
have a concern that, as I recall there a number of trucking 
related  or large truck dependent businesses  in that area  that  
 

need to have a route to get in there.  I’ ll try to get over there 
to make sure that trucks have some way of getting in there 
for their deliveries and or parking/maintenance at their 
terminals.   Many of them like WN Morehouse Trucking 
have been back there for many generations and would be 
difficult to displace.  If F street is not restricted, is there a 
preferred route that the neighbors would like industry to 
use?”  
 
L t. Gerry Krolikowski, Nebraska State Patrol says, “That 
such described situations – a vehicle in violation of a posted 
weight limit on a street – our only recourse is to issue a 
citation.   The preset fine amount for such a violation is in 
fact $25.00, plus court cost.  While on the surface it may 
appear that the amount of fine is low, when compared to 
penalties for specific weight statutes, I think it is important 
to realize that such an offense is considered a moving 
violation, with the Driver’s License being influenced by one 
point with the offense being noted on driver’s license 
abstract.   We often get calls from such people, complaining 
about it having such an influence and their insurance rates 
being affected.  In most such incidents, such a violation is 
also noted on an inspection report, which in the long run will 
influence the Carrier’s (company’s) Safety Profile.”  
         
Councilman Gernandt is checking with the city to see if 
larger signs can be posted.  He also checked into the laws.   
He states: “The weight issue has two separate laws 
involved.  There is a state law providing maximum permitted 
weights for certain vehicles, and the fines increase 
substantially based on the amount of excess weight.  This is 
seldom used on residential streets, and is enforced by the 
State Patrol Carrier Enforcement Division.  This does not 
seem to apply here.  This is more a case involving 
inappropriate use of the city streets by trucks.  There are two 
laws involved.   One is the requirement under the city 
ordinance that trucks use designated truck routes.  Is F Street 
part of a truck route?  If not, the trucks can be ticketed.  
Second, the ordinances prohibit vehicles over 6 tons licensed 
gross weight.  These violations have a potential fine of $500, 
and even 6 months in jail.  There is no minimum, so the fine 
is generally very small.  It would be a simple matter to 
change 36-276 to include a minimum fine.  That, coupled 
with some special enforcement in the area, should solve the 
problem.”  
 
We in BRNA hope this will solve the problem now and in 
the future.   Dahlman Avenue and F Street east of Dahlman 
should be the preferred route for trucks.    Thank you to all 
who responded to our requests. 
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BRNA has been an active participate in getting the air 
monitoring devise installed in South Omaha.   We have many 
industrial companies in our area and feel a monitor is needed 
close to the source so that the residents can feel more secure 
knowing their air is healthy.  The 68107 area is recognized as 
having a higher rate of childhood asthma.   The following are 
some responses to our inquiries.�
� � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � 
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       In April, 2006, the DCHD was asked by the BRNA 
Association to place a PM10 monitor in South Omaha.  It was 
agreed by the DCHD and BRNA Association that a PM10 
monitor would be maintained at the OFD at 25th & “L”  St. for 
a period of 6 months with an end date of December 31, 2006. 
 On May 17, 2006, PM10 monitoring began at 25th &  “L”  St. 
and as of December 31, 2006, all PM10 data is well below the 
daily (150ug/M3) and yearly (50ug/m3) average 
concentrations.  The average reading is consistent with other 
PM10 monitors. 
       The BRNA Association has since requested that the 
DCHD continue the PM10 monitoring at 25th & “L”  St. The 
DCHD has agreed to continue this monitoring until May 17, 
2007 which would give us a continuous year of data 
encompassing the four seasons.  At that time, the data will be 
re-evaluated. 
       The South Omaha area is also currently monitored by the 
two PM2.5 monitors located at 4102 Woolworth.   This is a 
result of the modeling that was conducted by the EPA and 
NDEQ.  More support for South Omaha could be coming by 
2011 with the implementation of the core site at 41st and 
Woolworth.  A core site is an EPA comprehensive monitor 
station, which contains multiple types of air and weather 
monitoring equipment.  The core site will contain monitors 
for carbon monoxide, ozone, sulfur and nitrogen oxides, fine 
particulates, a meteorological station, and a couple of 
different kinds of speciation monitors.  South Omaha will 
benefit greatly from the core site as long as Omaha is declared 
the core site.  If anyone has any further questions, please 
contact Doug Clark from the Douglas County Health 
Department at 444-7485.  
� � � � � � � ! � � � � # ! ! - �� � ! � # � ' &.� � � / � 0$1�� � �  � ! � �

No disrespect, but 41st & Woolworth is nowhere near South 
Omaha and I find it hard to believe that data would be 
accurate for same.  I’m sure you’d agree a permanent PM10 
Monitor at 25th & L would be highly beneficial for data 
collection and more accurate.  Respectfully request every 
effort be made to secure permanent funding for a PM10 
Monitor at 25th & L.  
        BRNA will continue to have dialog with all parties 
involved with the PM10 monitor.�
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A � � � � � � � � � � �  store is 
scheduled to come to the plaza in 
either July or August.  Dollar Tree is 
a bargain retail store where novelties, 
seasonal gifts, school & party 
supplies, toys and snacks are all on 
sale for $1.00.   The plaza is starting 
to look nice and Dollar Tree will be a welcomed addition to 
our area.     

Later this year, � 1' $�"  intends to construct and 
open a 17,000 square foot discount grocery store.   
It will be located north of the plaza along 
Dahlman.   The land will be raised and leveled 
before construction begins.   Aldi’s is a 
successful international privately held discount 

grocery store chain that operates more than 5,000 stores 
worldwide, and over 700 stores in the United States. 
Sutherlands Plaza will be the 5th Aldi store in the Omaha 
metro area.   Aldi’s specializes in offering a limited 
assortment of private label, high quality products at the 
lowest possible prices. 
 
Other possible businesses opening later this year include a 
new Little � # � " #! �" � 	 $22# being built by Mr. Dean 
Magee, a local Little Caesar franchisee with several other 
stores in Omaha.   This store will be one of the first pizza 
stores with a drive up window for pizza pick up. Little 
Caesar’s is the largest takeout pizza chain in the world.  


 � 	 	 � � � � 
 � 	 	 � � � � �
� �


 � � �� � �
 �� �
One World Community Health 
Center has opened an 
Emergency Clinic for the 
public at the Livestock 
Exchange Bldg.  (30th and L 
Street)   It is opened Monday 
through Thursday from 1 to 8 
P.M. and Saturday from 9 
A.M. to 12 P.M.  
Any questions – just call Lori Bechtold at 502-8855. 

  

� � � � � � � � � �

	 � � 
 � � � � � � � � �
2411  O  Street 
402-734-5337 
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��� 	 � � ���� � � � � � � � ����
� � 
 � ��� � � �� � 
 � ��� � � � � � � � ���
 ��� � � � � �
� � � � � � ��� 
 ��� � � �� � � � � ��� � � �

The World-Herald asked 
readers to nominate 
family members, friends 
and neighbors to be 
featured as an everyday 
hero on Christmas day. 
They heard some great 
stories. Editors selected 
South Omahan Virginia 
Swierczek for the honor, 
and World-Herald artist 
Tom Kerr drew her 
portrait. 
 

Virginia was born and raised in our area.  She is a 78-year-old 
retired elementary teacher.   She was principal of St. 
Stanislaus at one time before completing her career as a fourth 
grade teacher in the Omaha Public Schools.   She continues to 
sing on the St. Stanislaus choir.  Today, she devotes her time 
to helping her neighbors, gardening and cooking.     
“She is truly a remarkable woman,”  says her niece, Roxanne 
Rusco.   “She has more energy than most people I know.  She 
just loves helping people.”  
 

�� ��� � 
 � ��� � �� � � � � � �
By Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan�
Yes it is true.  I found a map that shows approximate a third 
of BRNA that is stamped BLIGHTED!  The Railroad Tracks 
East to Dahlman, from L Street to the Interstate and beyond.  
So, in my search to find out when and why, I contacted Mr . 
Ken Johnson from the City Planning Department.  Some of 
the explanations were so that TIF (Tax Increment Financing) 
could be used for developers to turn substandard or blighted 
areas into investments and revenue for an area.   TIF and 
Blighting has helped businesses like Greater Omaha Packing, 
The Stock Yards Plaza, Sutherland Plaza and others to make 
our area more productive for the community.  The first 
“Blighting”  was done downtown in the 80’s.  The only 
negative thing for the average homeowner is that it may cause 
the value of their property to go up.  This is after the fact of 
developers building.  I wonder – once an area is stamped 
blighted by the City Council, can that decision be turned 
around? I guess that’s why they hold public meetings before 
they vote.           

� � � � �&� � � � � � �" �� #! 03�� � � &$� 4��
&� �5$� ' � � / &�� � ! � � � � �6 � � �7 � 3 � " � � �" 8 � #9$� 4*�

� # ! 03�( ) �#&�� &*�� &#� $" 1#/ " �
 #11�: �+�) , �


 � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � � � �
      Many areas in Omaha have a 
Neighborhood Watch program 
installed.   It consists of volunteer 
neighbors driving around their 
areas, keeping a look-out for any 
suspicious activity.    
            Ofelia Robles from the 
Omaha Police Southeast Precinct 
came to BRNA’s January meeting 
to speak about the valuable 

program.   She said there are only three requirements for the 
program to start on your block.   

1. There must be a block captain (or  two co-
captains). 

2. There must be 50% participation by neighbors. 
3. Neighbors must meet one or  more times dur ing 

the year . 
       Ofelia also gave some cautionary advice.   She said to get 
to know your neighbors.   If your neighbors know you, they 
make excellent “watchers” .  They will notice if something is 
amiss.   Importantly, if you are taking a trip, tell a trusted 
neighbor, and make sure the paper and mail are picked up. 
             BRNA currently only has one watch area.   It is 
located near Pulaski Park.   Look for the sign!   Hopefully, 
there will be more in the future!   We all need to keep an eye 
out for each other. 
           Ofelia said to call her at 444-7743 and she will send a 
packet of information and forms to start a neighborhood 
watch!   You can also call 444-5772. 
  

� � � � �� � 
 � � � �� � � �" �� � ��
When ~ February 3rd 
Time ~ First Session: 8:30-10:30 
             Second Session: 10:30-Noon 
Location ~ � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � �  
Address: 2802 Webster St. Omaha 
What ~ Dental care for 3 years to mid-teens 
Clown, Storyteller, Fun and Games! 
Cost ~ Free 
To Register call: 213-9788 
 

 

� � � �� � 
 � � � � 
 � � � �
Sibyl H. Myers, the World-Herald’s neighborhood 

columnist, died of heart failure last month. She featured 
BRNA on a number of occasions in her column.   We send 

our sincere condolences to her family. 

�
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 � � � ! ���� �� " � �� � # �� � �  ! � � � �  � �
� � � � � ��� � � #��
If you have a “panic button”  for your car, 
put your car keys beside your bed at night.   
If you hear a noise outside your home or if 
someone trying to get in your house, just 
press the panic button for your car. The 
alarm will be set off, and the horn will 
continue to sound until either you turn it 
off or the car battery dies.  
 

This tip came from a neighborhood watch coordinator.   Next 
time you come home for the night and you start to put your 
keys away, think of this: It’s a security alarm system 
that you probably already have and requires no 
installation.  
 
Test it.  It will go off from most everywhere inside your 
house and will keep honking until your battery runs down or 
until you reset it with the button on the key fob chain.  It 
works if you park in your driveway or garage.  If your car 
alarm goes off when someone is trying to break in your 
house, odds are the burglar or rapist won’ t stick around.......  
 
And remember to carry your keys while walking to your car 
in a parking lot. The alarm can work the same way there..... 
Maybe it could save a life or stop a sexual abuse crime. 
 

� � � � �� 
 
 � � � �� � � � �� �� � � � � � �
Make sure you check your credit report every 
year!   It is free!  Your credit “score”  will 
cost, but you can print out a detailed report of 
all your credit information for free. 
Go to ; ; ; *# � � / #10! � ' $&! � 8 � ! &*0 � � � � From this 
site, you can access the three different credit reporting 
companies.  Check it carefully for any discrepancies and 
notify the company immediately. 
 

� � � � ��� � $��� � � � �
Did you work in 2006?  Do you have children?  If so, you 
could get up to thousands of dollars for you and your 
family!  Find out where you can get free tax preparation 
assistance for the 2007 tax season.  

Call 2-1-1 (toll free) or 402-561-7593. 
Beginning January 29, 2007 

 You can get your taxes done for free at: 
St. Peter  Claver  Cr isto Rey High School 

5301 S. 36th St. 
Mondays and Wednesdays 2:30-7:30 PM 

Saturdays 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM 
�  Omaha EITC Coalition: Partners to promote tax assistance.  For 

more information, visit the Family Economic Success Web site 
at www.fesiomaha.org 

�  Omaha Weed and Seed: For more information visit the 
following Web site: http://omahaweedandseed.org/ 

 

� � � � � $ %� � %%# �� � &� %� ' ��( ( ( ��� � # �' %� �) � %* +����

 � " &� ! � � � $� � ! #1" �	 ! � ' / 0&" �� �(3520 I  Street)�

 

The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) has completed a health consultation for the former 
Western Mineral Products site at 3520 I Street in Omaha, Nebraska.  The evaluation focused on ways that people could have 
been or may be exposed to asbestos from vermiculite processed at this site from the 1940s to 1989.  We encourage former 
workers and household members (people who lived with them, including children) to learn more about asbestos and 
to see a physician with exper tise in asbestos-related lung disease.  People who worked at the Western Mineral 
Products plant in Omaha when it processed vermiculite were exposed to asbestos levels that exceeded workplace 
health standards.  Household contacts (people who lived with the former  workers) were also exposed to fibers car r ied 
home on workers’  hair  and clothing. 
 
The building was cleaned, and testing showed no detectable asbestos fibers when the Western Mineral Products plant was 
sold.  On the basis of this information, current workers are not being exposed to asbestos.  People who lived and worked 
around the site are unlikely to be exposed to asbestos from the site.  The former processing buildings are currently occupied 
by a gutter company and an archery club.   

� � � &#0&�� �  � 00# �$5�- � / �9 � � ; � � 5�# � - � � � � ; 3 � � � # - �3#%� �; � ! 9 � ' �#&�&3� �81# � &*�
� � � � �� �� � 	 
��� 
 
 � 
� � �� 
����
 � � � 	 
 �� � �� � � � � �	 
 � 	 
 � 
 � � � � 
� 
 ��	 � � �� � � � � � �� 
� � ����

� � 
 �� 
���� � �� �� � � 
 	 �� � 
� � �� 	 
 � 
 � � � � 
� � �� � �� � 
� �� �� � � ��
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� � ��
 � � � �� � ���� � ���� � � ! � � � 
 , �-�-�-����
%
 �� �� � �� � � �� � � � � � 
 � � �� � � � � � � � 
 � � � �

Emergencies can happen anywhere and anytime.   It is always wise to be prepared.  Here are five of 30 
tips to help you and your family becomes better prepared for an emergency.  The rest of the “Tips” will be 
in future issues of the BRNA newsletter. 
 
Preparedness Tip #1 
Take a moment to imagine that there is an emergency, like a fire in your home, and you need to 
leave quickly.  What are the best escape routes from your home?  Find at least two ways out of 
each room.  Now, write it down — you’ve got the beginning of a plan.  
 
Preparedness Tip #2 
Pick a place to meet after a disaster.  Designate two meeting places.  Choose one right outside 
your home, in case of a sudden household emergency, such as a fire. The second place you 
choose needs to be outside your neighborhood, in the event that it is not safe to stay near or 
return to your home. 
 
Preparedness Tip #3 
Choose an emergency contact person outside your area because it may be easier to call long distance than locally after a 
local/regional disaster. Take a minute now to call or e-mail an out-of-town friend or family member to ask him or her to be 
your family’s designated contact in the event of an emergency. Be sure to share the contact’s phone number with everyone in 
the family. During an emergency, you can call your contact who can share with other family members where you are; how you 
are doing; and how to get in contact with you. 
 
Preparedness Tip #4 

Complete an emergency contact card and make copies for each member of your family to carry with 
them at all times.  Be sure to include an out-of-town contact on your contact card. It may be easier to 
reach someone out of town if local phone lines are out of service or overloaded. You should also have at 
least one traditionally wired landline phone, as cordless or cellular phones may not work in an 
emergency.  

 
Preparedness Tip #5 
Dogs may be man’s best friend, but due to health regulations, most emergency shelters cannot house 
animals. Find out in advance how to care for your pets and working animals when disaster strikes. Pets 
should not be left behind, but could be taken to a veterinary office, family member’s home or animal 
shelter during an emergency.  Also be sure to store extra food and water for pets. For more information, 
visit  the  Animal Safety section on www.redcross.org or visit the Humane Society Web site at 
www.hsus.org. 
 
Continued in the next BRNA Express 
 

� � � � � � � ����������
�� �� �� ������ � �� � � � ��

 
� � � ' �# � $� <��� ! ' � ! � � � � �  - �

0#11$� 4�===�>?) @.�@� � �@	 � �; � � 9 ' #- " *� �
The bin will be delivered to you at no cost. 

�

� � � � � ���� � � � ���
 � �� � ��
� 5�- � / �3 � # ! �1� / ' �  # � 4$� 4 �� � $" � " �  � 5� ! � �@�� *� *�

0 � � $� 4 �5! � � �  / " $� � " " � " � � � # ! �) +&3�# � ' � � .�
81� #" � �0#11�� $#� � �$� � � ' $#&� 1- �
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� � �  ! � � � �  � . ��� � � � � . ��/ ��! � � � � � � ! � �� 
 

� � � � � � � �
� � 	 	 
 � � � �

� 
 � � � �
“ BRNA’s BULLETIN BOARD”  is your chance to advertise a 
garage sale or sell an item or just announce a special occasion!   

AND it is FREE to members!  (3-line limit) 
����


 #88- �� $! &3 ' #- ��
To  All Members 

with 
February Birthdays!�


 #88- �� $! &3 ' #- ��
To 

� # / ! # �� / 11$%#� �
and 

� 3 � ! $�
 # / 8&� # � �

There are 4 different ways to get a listing in our newsletter: 
Bring your listing to the next BRNA meeting. 

Or call Theresa at 731-1592 or Diane at 731-5862 
Or send in your listing to  
BRNA  
P.O. Box 7126 
Omaha, NE 68107 

Or Email your listing to 
 ! � #C0� D*� � & with the 
subject line “BRNA 
Bulletin”. 

 
Please note: Listings are subject to scrutiny by the BRNA board  

and will be refused if judged inappropriate. 

��

� � � �  ! � � � ! �� !   � � 0�
Rebecca is asking all who read this to please pray for her son in 
law, Sgt. Craig Cooper and her daughter Kristy’s brother-in-
law, Lyle Powell.  They are in the same troop in Iraq. 
 If you would like to send a card or a care package to them or 
their troop, it takes approx. 10 days.  The post office will tape 
the boxes up for soldiers only. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
� � � � � : � / $1' $� 4�# �" &! � � 4 � ! �0 � � � / � $&- � 

� � � � � � ��� ��� � � � � � � ��� � � � � ��
Have you noticed the signs in 
some windows in our area?   They 
are there to help our kids!   
Protecting our children takes time 
& energy from the entire 
community.  A McGruff House is 
a resource for children who find 
themselves in emergency or 
frightening situations, such as 
being bullied, followed or hurt. 

McGruff House volunteers are needed to make 
emergency phone calls for children in trouble and 
watch out for neighborhood children as they go to and 
from school.  Who can volunteer?  Any household 
with a resident, 18 or older, who will complete, sign 
and return an application, which includes permission 
for a law enforcement background check.  Contact one 
of these numbers for more information: 

mcgruff@ci.omaha.ne.us    
 or    402-444-5772 

 

� &' �� ((&) *&+�
 

 
Updated picture on left. 
� � � � � � � � � 	 
 
 	 � � � � � 
 	 � � 
 �  
DOB: 03-06-1985 
Risk Level: 3 
Address:  4001 ½ L St – Omaha, NE  68107 
Crime: Sexual Assault of a Child F3A   
Conviction Date:  3-10-2005 
 

Update:  The above person has been jailed and is 
facing current charges. 

 

The address is: 
 

SGT. Craig Cooper 
734th Trans BN 
755th Chem Co 

LSA Ana Conda 
APO AE   09391  
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� � � � �� � � �	 � 
 � � � � � �� � 
 � � �� � �� � � � � 
 �  

� 
 � � 6 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

INGREDIENTS:  
6 skinless, boneless chicken  
breast halves  
6 slices Swiss cheese 
6 slices ham 
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon paprika 
6 tablespoons butter 
½ cup dry white wine 
1 teaspoon chicken bouillon  
granules 
1 tablespoon cornstarch 
1 cup heavy whipping cream 
DIRECTIONS:  
1. Pound chicken breasts if they are too thick. 

Place a cheese and ham slice on each breast 
within ½ inch of the edges. Fold the edges of 
the chicken over the filling, and secure with 
toothpicks. Mix the flour and paprika in a small 
bowl, and coat the chicken pieces. 

2. Heat the butter in a large skillet over medium-
high heat, and cook the chicken until browned 
on all sides. Add the wine and bouillon. Reduce 
heat to low, cover, and simmer for 30 minutes, 
until chicken is no longer pink and juices run 
clear. 

3. Remove the toothpicks, and transfer the breasts 
to a warm platter. Blend the cornstarch with the 
cream in a small bowl, and whisk slowly into the 
skillet. Cook, stirring until thickened, and pour 
over the chicken. Serve warm.  Serves 6. 

 

 

Many years ago, an elderly woman had two large 
pots, each hung on the ends of a pole which she 
carried across her neck.  One of the pots had a crack 
in it while the other pot was perfect and always 
delivered a full portion of water.  At the end of the 
long walk from the stream to the house, the cracked 
pot arrived only half full.   
 

For a full two years this went on daily, with the woman bringing 
home only one and a half pots of water.  Of course, the perfect pot 
was proud of its accomplishments. But the poor cracked pot was 
ashamed of its own imperfection, and miserable that it could only do 
half of what it had been made to do.    

 
After two years of what it perceived to be bitter failure, it spoke to 
the woman one day by the stream.  “ I am ashamed of myself, because 
this crack in my side causes water to leak out all the way back to 
your house. 
 
”The old woman smiled, “Did you notice that there are flowers on 
your side of the path, but not on the other pot’s side?”    “That’s 
because I have always known about your flaw, so I planted  
flower seeds on your side of the path, and every day while we walk 
back, you water them.”   
  
“For two years I have been able to pick these beautiful flowers to 
decorate the table. Without you being just the way you are, there 
would not be this beauty to grace the house.”   
  
Each of us has our own unique flaw. But it’ s the cracks and flaws we 
each have that make our lives together so very interesting and 
rewarding.  You’ve just got to take each person for what they are and 
look for the good in them.  
  
SO --- being a “crackpot”  is not so bad, and remember to smell 
the flowers on your side of the path! 

� � � � � � � � � � �  �
� � �� � �� � � � �	 
 � �� 
 � � �� � �� 
 � �� � �� 
 � �


 � � � �� � � � � ����� � 	 � ��
 � � �	 � � �� � � �� � �� � �
� � � � � 
 � �� � �� 	 � � �� � 
 � � ����

Call:   731-1592   or Email:  
brna@cox.net 

(Make subject line:  BRNA News) 
 

When emailing any request or 
story, please use “BRNA” in the 

subject line.  � � 	 
 � �� � 
 ��

� � � � �� � � � �� � � � �� � � � ���� � �� 	 
 � � � 
��� � �� 	 
 � � � 
��� � �� 	 
 � � � 
��� � �� 	 
 � � � 
����
Friendly neighbors make good neighbors! 

�
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1 ! � � 2&��
 � � � � # � � �

February 13 � � � &$� 4 �#&�� &*�� &#� $" 1#/ " � 
 #11��E� � 0 � � ' � � / � " ' #- F�� (41st and J Street)      6:30 p.m. 
Guest Speaker: Tim Weander from the Nebraska Department of Roads, District 2 
Topic:  I-80 and Kennedy Freeway reconstruction. (Ramp closings on 42nd and on F Streets)  
� � $� �  � � � � �  #��%� � � � � � �& � 
 � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � � �

March 13 � � � &$� 4 �#&�� &*�� &#� $" 1#/ " � 
 #11��E� � 0 � � ' � � / � " ' #- F�� (41st and J Street)      6:30 p.m. 
Guest Speaker: Mr. Ken Johnson from the City Planning Department  
Topic:   Is some of BRNA “blighted”? 
� � $� �  � � � � �  #�� ' � � � � � � � 
  � � � � � � � � � ( � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � �

April 10 � � � &$� 4 �#&�� &*�� &#� $" 1#/ " � 
 #11��E� � 0 � � ' � � / � " ' #- F�� (41st and J Street)      6:30 p.m. 
Guest Speaker:  Denice Jordan Izaguirre, Sr. Rep. Dist. 4 
Topic:  ATSDR (Asbestos Issue –  former Western Mineral Product at 35th and I St. 
� � $� �  � � � � �  #�� � 
 � 	 
 
 � �) � * � � +	� � � � � � � � 	 � �& � , � � � +�

May 8 � � � &$� 4 �#&�� &*�� &#� $" 1#/ " � 
 #11��E� � 0 � � ' � � / � " ' #- F�� (41st and J Street)      6:30 p.m. 
� � $� �  � � � � �  #�� � � � � � � � � - 
 	 � � �

*  Dates and speakers may change due to unforeseen circumstances 

����

� 3 4 %� � � � � ��� � 3 $ � � &�
/ ��� %� � � � � &�

Mayor’s Hotline 444-5555 
Councilman Gernandt 444-5522 
Potholes & Snow Removal 444-4919 
Odor & Street problems 444-4919 
Omaha Police 444-5600 
SE Precinct OPD 444-5792 
State Patrol 402-471-4545 
GangTip (LPOA) 
Graffiti 444-5992 
UndertheSink 444-7465 
Humane Society 444-7800 
BEFORE YOU DIG 344-3565 
OPPD Street Light Out 1-800-554-6773  
MUD 554-7777 

City of Omaha Email Hotline: 
hotline@ci.omaha.ne.us 

District 4 Councilman Gernandt: 
ggernandt@ci.omaha.ne.us 

 Email address to send a pothole complaint: 
pothole@ci.omaha.ne.us 

� � 4 4 %� � �1 ! � � 2&��
1 � &� � � &&�� � 3 $ � � &	 �

AA Collision 691-5212 
Avon – Carol Jensen 614-6447 
BNSF Railroad  
Design 4 Inc 339-6856 
Greater Omaha Packing  
GRH Electronics Inc.  
L & B Inc.  
Murante Real Estate 734-5337 
Nebraska Beef  
Pitstop, Inc. 734-3232 
Property Ventures 734-5337 
Quality Refrigeration  
Schaefer Painting 734-7227 
Security National Bank 221-0127 
Tasman Omaha LLC 731-2584 
Tobin Eye Institute 731-1363 
Univar  
W.C. Place 734-9089 
1 ! � � 2&� � � � � � 5 � � � %� �� � 3 $ � � 	 �
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President – Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan  502-2013  
Vice President – Paul Schaefer  734-7227 
Treasurer – Joe Janousek  731-6651 
Secretary – Diane Luna 731-5862 
Board Member – Jerri Schaefer  734-7227 
Board Member – Sue Bednarz  731-8374 
Board Member – Theresa Bidrowski 731-1592 

� � � � �� � � � �� � 
 
 � 
�
Website & Newsletter Editor -  Theresa Bidrowski  731-1592 

Newsletter Mailer – Mary Ann Anderson 
Beautification – Barb and Don O’Connor 
Membership – Judy Light 
Fund-raiser & Grant Writer – Diane Luna  731-5862  
Speakers Coordinator-  Rebecca Patlan 502-2013  
BRNA Signs & Shirts – Virgil Patlan  502-2013 
 

Write: 
BRNA 

P.O. Box 7126 
Omaha, NE 68107 

    

Email: 
brna@cox.com 

Beautification Email: 
donandbarb@cox.com 

Please include “BRNA” in the 
subject line for any emails! 

Or  call  Rebecca:  
502-2013 

 
    

Membership Invitation and Renewal!Membership Invitation and Renewal!Membership Invitation and Renewal!Membership Invitation and Renewal!    

Meetings held Second Tuesdays each month at 6:30 P.M.  
St. Stanislaus School 41 & J 

� / � " &�� 8 � #9 � ! " �� � � � � � � � � � 5! � " 3 � � � &" ��
Come meet your neighbors and learn how we can work together to solve problems and improve our area! 

Members, please encourage your neighbors to join us at the next meeting. 

	 1� #" � �! � � � �  � ! �&� �! � � � ; �- � / ! � � � �  � ! " 3$8�� %� ! - �7# � / # ! - � � � ��
Renewing your membership will guarantee that you will receive this newsletter! 

   

� � " � � � #$� � �	 � � %��
� � �#&� � " &� � %�� � � � � � � $� � � �

Membership Application 
Membership year runs thru to December. 

Mail to:   
BRNA 
P.O. Box 7126 
Omaha, NE 68107 

Make checks payable to BRNA 

$12 Per Calendar Year – Per Person    ___________   X  $12 =   $_______________ 

$25 Businesses / Organizations   $_____________  

Name(s):____________________________________________________Phone#________________________  

Address_____________________________________________City________________Zip________________ 

Fax #________________________________Email________________________________________________ 

(Please check.)�� �New:                   Renewal:   

ATTN:  Businesses or Organizations 
You could receive one month of free advertisement for joining BRNA’s Membership.   

Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement to say.   
Advertisements are $5.00 per month (or $50.00 per year) for a business card-size ad.  Larger ads are also available - $10 per 

month for quarter-page, $20 per month for half-page and $40 per month for full page ads. 

� � 3 � �� %�! � � � * �' %� � �3 � 3 $ � � &� � 4 �� %� �67780�
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Next Meeting:  

Tuesday,  February 13th 
St. Stanislaus School Hall 

41st and J Street 
6:30 P.M. 

Guest Speaker:  Tim Weander  
Topic:   Interstate Construction! 

    
 Web site:    http://members.cox.net/brna               Email :   brna@cox.net 
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