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    Omaha Mayor Fahey was guest 
speaker at BRNA’s February Meeting.  
The mayor discussed his interest in 
improving neighborhoods and parks.  
He spoke of the many grants that are 
available and how they can help a 
community.  He voiced his concerns 
with President Bush’s budget cuts and 
how they will directly affect South  
Omaha’s 24th Street Project.  He urged 
us to write to Lee Terry and let him 
know of our objection to the cuts.  
Phone # 397-9944. 
 (Site:  http://leeterry.house.gov) 
 
The Mayor went on to discuss a wide 
range of topics including the police 
force’s change to a “community police 
strategy” , City Hall’s improved 
communication, improved economic 
times, Qwest Center’s challenge for 
more conventions and the new “space 
age”  industries entering Omaha. 
 
For South Omaha, Mayor Fahey 
discussed the new library, the soccer 
field on Q Street   and the   possible 
“Crock Center”  community center, 

which would be a major privately 
funded project. 
 
Questions from 
the audience 
included the 
problems with 
odors in the 
area and the 
need for speed bumps on some streets 
in our area.  The Mayor suggested 
contacting the appropriate departments 
and working with them.  He did say 
that hopefully no future problem 
factories will be allowed near 
residential areas and that Public Works 
is now posting current or future street 
work on their web site. 
   

The Mayor’s above quote came when 
he was discussing the street project 
problems the city has had recently.  He 
said that Omaha Public Works is now 
in charge of all projects and by 
coordinating better with the two 
utilities beforehand, there is now 25% 
less time needed for projects. “ It’ s 
amazing what gets done when you just 
talk to people.”  
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Let’s shout out our  name and 
make ourselves known! 

“To accomplish great things, we must 
not only act, but also dream; not only 
plan, but also believe.”  (---Anotole 
France) 
Great things are being dreamed for our 
area and for the great people who live 
here.  First and foremost, mark your 
calendars! Saturday, June 25th (Rain 
day July 9th) will be BRNA FAMILY 
DAY!   It will be held at Pulaski Park.   
There will be free food, prizes, music 
and tons of fun activities!   More will 
be coming in future issues concerning 
the special day.   We will need 
volunteers!   So 
mark your calendars, 
get involved and 
make it a wonderful 
event! 
   

Spring is just around the corner and 
plans are being made for 
NEIGHBORHOOD CLEAN-UP 
AND DUMPSTER DAY!   For our 
first project of this type, we will be 
teaming up with Highland Park 
Neighborhood 
Association.  It will be 
held on May 14th.  
More details on page 6 
and on our web site. 
http://members.cox.net/brna 
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 � � � �  is beginning.  Village Inn pies 
coupons are being offered.   The pies are sold for $10 each.  BRNA will receive 
a percentage of the sale of each pie. 
Contact brna_mail@yahoo.com  
or call Diane Luna at 932-5862 for more information. 
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Representative from Omaha Theater  / Omaha Rose & Omaha Community 

Playhouse will visit.  Come enjoy some games and enjoy night out with your neighbors.  
 March 15th  at  6:30     --- S.E. Precinct (Just off 25th & Vinton) 
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50% off all clothing with this ad! 
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Avoiding the phrase “I  don’t have time...”, will soon 

help you to realize that you do have the time needed for 
just about anything you choose to accomplish in life. 

-Bo Bennett, "Year to Success" 
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March 7th is “Pulaski Day” , a state holiday in Illinois.  It 

is a day set in honor of Casimir 
Pulaski, the American hero for 
which our park is named!�
   Pulaski Park has been a part of our 
area since the beginning of the 
1900’s.   Our neighborhood’s early 
citizens named it in honor of 
Casimir Pulaski, the great hero of 
the American Revolution and a 
symbol for freedom.  Pulaski came 

to America to fight for that freedom.  George Washington 
needed battle-tested officers like Pulaski.  In May 1777, 
Pulaski received a letter of recommendation from 
Benjamin Franklin.  In his first letter to Washington, after 
arriving in America, Pulaski wrote, "I came here, where 
freedom is being defended, to serve it, and to live or die 
for it."  With General George Washington©s 
recommendation, the Continental Congress appointed 
Pulaski general of the cavalry on September 15, 1777.  
He spent the winter of 1777 training his men in Trenton, 
not far from Washington’s  headquarter at  Valley Forge.   
 

 
  He transformed the Calvary into a fighting force and he 
became known as “The  Father  of  the  American  Calvary” .   
He demanded much of his men and trained them in tested 
cavalry tactics.   He used his own personal finances, when 
money from Congress was scarce, in order to assure his forces 
of the finest equipment and personal safety.  In 1779, he was 
wounded while riding into battle.  It is said that his enemies 
were so impressed with his courage, that they permitted him 
to live and to be carried from the battlefield.   He died shortly 
after from his wounds.  
   Today he remains a 
symbol of the ideal of 
valiant resistance to 
oppression everywhere in 
the world.  Americans 
have always recognized 
Pulaski©s heroism and the 
price he paid for their 
freedom. Throughout 
America there are 
counties, cities, parks, streets, schools and squares named 
after him.  We should be honored to have our park named 
after such a hero of Liberty for all.  
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http://members.cox.net/brna 
 

BRNA’s website continues to be updated 
constantly with current news and information.  
Visit often!   There is always something new!   

A very special page on the site is set 
aside for you! (The Sharing Page)  
Want to post a family notice, picture 
or event?  Just email us at: 

brna_mail@yahoo.com 

 

� � � � � � ���� � � � � � ��� � � � � � �
BRNA Signs are now being made!   They should be popping 

up all over the area.   We have been very 
fortunate to have a number of people 
donate the cost of the signs!   They only 
cost $25 each.    
Your name or memorial can be printed 
on the bottom of the sign if you wish.   
Individuals, families or businesses 
interested in purchasing a sign, please 
contact Virgil Patlan at 991-4377 or Joe 
Janousek at 731-6651. 
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��There are 1300 households 

in our  BRNA area ! �
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Pest Control Inc.  

 

Michelle Ferrin 
Office Manager 

13506 B Street                       Bus. 402-691-2920 
Omaha, NE 68144                        Fax 402-691-4566 
Mention this ad for $5.00 off initial visit! 

���

 
Joe and Lisa Janousek 

 

� � � � � � � � � 	 � �
Joe Janousek,    BRNA’s Treasurer 

As treasurer, I have lots of hopes and dreams for our association.  I 
am a “native”  of the neighborhood. My family has been in the 
neighborhood since the early 1920’s, with many of us still living 
in the area. I grew up in the area and have many happy memories 
and have seen lots of change over the years.   I can remember 
when Pulaski Park was old and run down, the old barely two lane 
wood bridge over the Burlington Rail Road tracks at 33rd and “F” , 
the old original McDonalds on South 42nd and all the changes in 
the small businesses bordering our association. We are a diverse 
neighborhood that has much potential to grow and become the 
best place to live in South Omaha. As treasurer I can incorporate 
my business skills to help make our association dreams come true.  
 
I started in the real estate industry in 1988 as a Realtor. In 1994 I 
expanded my field into real estate appraisal and opened my own 
company—Janousek Appraisal Services. Today I spend many 
hours appraising homes as well as selling for Century 21 Century 
Real Estate. I have a college degree in Finance from Creighton 
University and have taken many continuing education classes 
since graduation. About 2 years ago, and after about 10 years of 
dating, I married my wife, Lisa, who is a Nurse Informatics 
Specialist at The Nebraska Medical Center. We love to travel, go 
camping, biking, roller blading and do gardening. Lisa and I both 
love to work on special projects and are very much excited to be 
part of BRNA. 

� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � �  
	

March is a good month for planting and 
transplanting bare-root roses, bushes and 
other woody plants.   Rhubarb and many 
other perennials can be divided when they 
just start to surface after their winter rest. 
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Ideas are being presented for the beautification of Pulaski Park for this spring.   Mary Bojanski, 
BRNA’s Beautification Committee Chair, will be meeting with others and planning some flower 
beds.  Future, more intensive planning for the whole park, may take some time.  Anyone who 
wants to help, call Mary at 733-6263 or  email her at BRNASBeauty@aol.com ---or come to our 
next meeting! 
 
MetroTech may play a part in the future landscaping plans for Pulaski!   Their landscaping staff 
and students will help design a future beautification plan for the whole park.   It would start in 
September and be a six month study. 
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Graffiti   
I f you see graffiti, call the 

Mayor ’s hotline at 444-5555 
or  for  a GangTip, call LPOA at  

504-1493. 
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As March rolls in, will it be a lion or a lamb?  By 
the time you get our newsletter we will all know.  
Many count on this theory to plan their schedules 
for life.  But, in BRNA, our schedules are planned 
by a hard-working board that has its interests in 
success. 
          BRNA came in like a lion and has no intentions on ever going out! 
We want to see our association grow in every aspect of our neighborhood, 
so we must work hard to achieve our goals. People are talking about 
BRNA and can©t believe the progress we have made so far. This is 
because of a vision and goals we have set together.   
           So as those March winds roll in, what ever it may bring, stand 
strong and let©s keep working hard together! 

WE NEED YOU AND YOUR TALENTS! 
  Please, join our success and become a part of BRNA. 

 
Your long-winded Friend and President, 

Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 
BRNA --- in like a lion and still roaring!  
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(Hint:  March Birthday!  Win a prize if you 
guess this person first at our next meeting.) 

��������
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Birth of Christian Michael 
Son to  

Travis and Jacki Szynskie                                               
 

If you would like a family announcement placed in the newsletter, contact 
Rebecca at 812-5136 or email us at: brna_mail@yahoo.com 

� � � � � � � �� 	 
 � � �
What is a McGruff Place?  It is a 
temporary safe refuge for children in a 
frightening or emergency situation 
such as being bullied, followed, or hurt 
while walking or playing in a 
neighborhood. 
If anyone is interested in becoming a 

McGruff Place, call 444-5772. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Patlan’s home is one of the 
first McGruff houses in the area! 

 
�
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The Omaha Police Department©s 

Brotherhood of Midwest Guardians 
is offering to do free security 
checks of Omaha homes with 

advice on how to prevent 
burglaries. Call 455-2271 to 
schedule an appointment. 

 

��
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First Class – Second Hand Store 

$  

� "%�&
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50% of any one item! 
-$ � � %� �� �� � � %� �"%� � � �� . . 
� / 
2223 Franklin      Bellevue, NE 68005 

Bellevue “ old towne”   
(402) 292-2174 

OOPS! 
Correction 

In last month’s newsletter, we stated 
that Fire Station 53 would be giving out free CO Detectors.  
That was a mistake.  The cost of these detectors prohibits 

the Station from giving them out for free.  Sorry.  
They do have smoke alarms.   
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Remember, starting this month 

you can go online and check out your 
credit report for free!  Congress has 
ordered the three main national credit 
bureaus to provide one free report a 
year to millions of Americans.  
Starting this month, Nebraskans can go 
to www.annualcreditreport.com to 
check their reports.  Now, consumers 
will be able to get a free credit report 
from each agency each year. The 
initiative is part of an effort to cut 
down on identity fraud by making it 
easier to spot.  Once you have the 
report, you need to look for the things 
that you don©t recognize.  If you©re 
looking at your file and you see an 
account, for example, for a Rich©s card, 
if you©ve never shopped at Rich©s, 
never had a Rich©s card, then obviously 
that would concern you.  Remember, 
credit counselors estimate that 80 
percent of all credit reports contain at 
least one mistake. 

The free credit reports come as a 
result of the Fair and Accurate Credit 
Transactions Act.  Under the Act, the 
three major credit reporting agencies, 
Equifax, TransUnion, and Experian, 
are required to 
provide 
consumers, upon 
request, a free 
copy of their 
credit report once 
every 12 months 
and to create a 
centralized source 
to process the requests. 

The rules do not require the credit 
agencies to include consumers© credit 
scores with the report.  Credit scores 
are derived from credit reports.  A 
credit score is a quick way for lenders 
to assess how risky you are as a 
potential borrower. The higher your 
score, the less risk you pose to lenders 
and the more likely it is that you©ll get 
their best available rates. 
�

� � � � � �
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8 out of 10 care seats are  
installed incorrectly!    

Is Yours? 
The Greater Omaha Chapter of the 
National Safety Council suggests you 
have your care seat inspected by one of 
their certified technicians.  Through 
this free educational service, they can 
help give you the peace of mind that 
your little ones are riding as safely as 
possible.  For an appointment call: 
(402) 896-0454  ext. 425 
 

Library Fines 
Omaha Public Library users with accrued fines and overdue 
materials will receive a notice in their mailbox with a fair 
warning to square up or contend with a professional debt 
collection agency. Notices will be delivered this week, and 
the debt collection policy will go into effect March 1st. 
    
 Library cardholders with over $25.00 in fines and fees who 
do not pay or arrange a payment plan will risk losing library 
privileges and having their account turned over to a debt 
collection agency. An additional $10 collection fee will be 
added to their debt.  
     
More than 16,000 people (over 10% of registered 
borrowers) will receive a letter notifying them to return 
books and pay fines.   
     
When people check out materials and do not return them, 
they are preventing others  from using  important resources. 

  
Lost materials cost citizens unnecessary tax dollars and 
prevent others from enjoying those books and materials.  
  
Omaha Public Library is willing to work with borrowers to 
set up a comfortable payment plan if fines cannot be paid in 
full. "Sometimes it©s tough for busy families to make 
returning library materials a priority." Library Director 
Rivkah Sass said. "But neglectful borrowers cost the library 
and taxpayers thousands upon thousands of dollars." 
      
Cardholders can access their records seven days a week, 24 
hours a day, either online at omahapubliclibrary.org or 
by calling 444-4100. Or, they may call or stop by any of 
Omaha Public Library©s 10 
locations during regular library 
hours. Visit the library©s web site 
for hours and locations. 

) � � � � 
 � � � � �	 � � �� � � ( � ( � �
Are you interested in helping make this area a better and wonderful place to live?   We need 
you!   BRNA FAMILY DAY will be coming in June.  BRNA will need lots of help setting it 
up and getting ready for the super experience!    Also, the BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE 
will need diggers and planters this spring.  And there’s a lot more!  Get involved!     

Please call Rebecca at 812-5136  for the BRNA FAMILY DAY 
or Mary Bojanski at 733-6263 for the Beautification --- or come to our next meeting! 

�
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1. If you detect a faint odor of natural 
gas, check the pilot lights. If the pilot 
light or burner flame is out, shut off 
the gas supply. Allow ample time for 
any gas accumulation to escape before 
relighting. 
2. If you smell an odor or know there 
is a damaged gas line, do not light any 
matches, candles, cigarette lighters, 
flashlights, motors or appliances. Don©t 
use the light switch, telephone or cell 
phone. 
3. Get everyone out of the building. 
Call us at 554-7777 from a phone not 
located in the building to 
have the gas shut off. 

To report a gas leak, call 
554-7777 or #MUD on your 
cell phone.  

� 
 � � ’ � � 
 	
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
 

BRNA is teaming up with Highland Park Neighborhood Assn. 
                         WHEN:  Saturday May 14th 2005 

TIME:   9am to 2pm 
LOCATION:       25TH &  C St. 

 
Springlake: 23rd & J St.  = Host for APPLIANCE 

COLLECTION 
Highland South: 30th & Upland Parkway = Host for 

TIRE COLLECTION 
 

More information on what is and what is not accepted at locations will be 
in the April issue and on our website. 

 
BRNA is looking for Volunteers to help with the clean up from  

8 A.M.-3 P.M.   Anyone interested in helping please contact Mary 
Bojanski at  BRNASbeauty@aol.com 

or  733-6263 
 
�

�
 
# � 	 � 	 �%� 	 � � � 
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 � � � 	 � *  has several routes 
that come near our area.   Most 
travel 42nd street or L Street.    
The fare for an adult is $1.25. 

Children (5-9) ride for 50¢, children under 5 ride free 
and Seniors ride for 60¢ 
 
Rt. 32/40  [Hanscom Park] 
Service to: Downtown Omaha, Hanscom Park, 50th & 
Grover Business Area, Hotel District, VA Hospital, The 
Center, Stockyards Plaza, Stockyards Transit Center, 
Norris Middle School, Bergan Mercy and South 
Omaha. 
Rt. 34  [Industrial Parks] 
Service to: Stockyards Transit Center, OIF Parks, 
Kellogg©s, AT&T, Oriental Trading Co., North Omaha 
Transit Center and Downtown. 
Rt. 13  [Beltway-South] 
Service to: Downtown Omaha, Crossroads, Henry 
Doorly Zoo, Rosenblatt Stadium, South Omaha, 
Stockyards Transit Center, Hotel District and Bergan 
Mercy. 
More information and maps can be found on their web 
site:      http://www.metroareatransit.com 
Or call:   402-341-0800 for your own map. 

� �� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � �� � 
 �
The new year is a time for renewal!  Remember, 
joining BRNA is a way to take part in improving 
your area and meeting your neighbors!    This 
newsletter is sent out monthly to members.  So 
keep that membership current and renew!   

GREAT and EXCITING things are coming this year!   BE A 
PART OF IT ALL!  Memberships end each year in December.  
So renew the beginning of each year     � � � � � � � � � � � � 
�
�
�
� � � 
 �� � � �� � � � �� � � �� � � � �� � � � � ��
 
President -  Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 
Vice President -  Paul Schaifer 
Treasurer -  Joe Janousek 
Secretary -  Benita Perea 
Board Members -  Mark Fields and Jerri Schaefer 
 
BRNA Beautification - Mary Bojanski 
Fund-raiser - Diane Luna 
PAC (Political Action Committee) - Mark Field 
Speakers Coordinator-  Rebecca Patlan 
BRNA Signs - Virgil Patlan 
Website and Newsletter -  Theresa Bidrowski 
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Word  Search  
BRNA 
PULASKI 
SIGNS 
PARK 
KIDS 
AREA 
PLANTS 
FRIEND 
MEET 
HELP 
NEIGHBOR 
RENEW 
BUILD 
PLAY 

P R B R N A H A 
U A F K A E E R 
L B R R I S L E 
A U M K I D P A 
S I G N S E S S 
K L P L A Y N K 
I D M M E E T D 
P L A N T S S S 
N E I G H B O R 
R E R E N E W S  

� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 
 � �� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 
 � �� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 
 � �� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 
 � � 				
Mayor’s Hotline.......................….444-5555 
OPPD ………………………….….554-6773 
MUD……………………………….554-7777 
Pothole Report ……………….….444-4919 
Snow Removal Complaints……..444-5283 
COX……………………………....399-9000 

� � � �� � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � � 
 �� � �� � � � �
 �� � � 
 � � �  ���
http://members.cox.net/brna 

 
Can’ t remember which holidays the “Trash Pick-up”  will be 
delayed one day?  Cut out this coupon and post it in a handy 
place. 
 

� � � � �� � � 	 
 �� 
 � � � � � � � � �� �
� ���� � � � � �� �� � � �
Q: Why can©t you borrow money from a 
leprechaun?  
     A:  Because they©re always a little short. 

Q: How can you tell if an Irishman is having a good time?  
      A:  He©s Dublin over with laughter! 
Q: What is out on the lawn all summer and is Irish? 
      A:   Paddy O’Furniture 
Q: What do you call a fake stone in Ireland? 
     A:  Sham rock 
Q: Why do frogs like St. Patrick©s Day? 
     A:    Because they’ re always wearing green. 
Q: When is an Irish Potato not Irish? 
     A:  When it’ s a French Fry 
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MemMemMemMembership Invitation and Renewal!bership Invitation and Renewal!bership Invitation and Renewal!bership Invitation and Renewal! 
Meetings held Third Tuesdays each month at 6:30 P.M.  

S.E. Precinct (Just off 25th & Vinton) 
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Come meet your neighbors and learn how we can work together to solve problems.   
Become a stronger voice in our future! 

Members, please encourage your neighbors to join us at the next meeting. 
A reminder to our 2004 members: 

Please send in your membership renewal for 2005 or come to our next meeting to renew your membership! 
Renewing your membership will guarantee that you will receive this newsletter in the coming months! 

 

ATTN:  Businesses or Organizations 
You could receive one month of free advertisement for joining BRNA’s Membership.   

Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement to say.   
Advertisements are $5.00 per month (or $50.00 per year) for a business card-size ad.  Larger ads are also available. 
 

Contact us at: 
 

BRNA 
P.O. Box 7080 

Omaha, NE 68107 

Or call: 
 

Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 
812-5136 

�

Or email: 
 

brna_mail@yahoo.com 

 

TRASH  DELAY  HOLIDAYS 

1. Memorial Day: Last Monday in May  
2. Independence Day: July 4th  
3. Labor Day: First Monday in September  
4. Thanksgiving Day: Fourth Thursday in 

November  
5. Christmas Day: December 25th  
6. New Year’s Day: January 1  

Waste Management………444-5238 

 


