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As we celebrate another 
Independence Day in America, we 
at BRNA want to express our 
thankfulness to God for our families 
and for the great country in which 
we live.  To be able to come 
together and assemble is one of the 
most treasured of constitutional 
rights. Because of it, BRNA has 
been blessed.   
 
June 25th marked BRNA’s first 
FAMILY DAY.  If you missed it, 
there are plans for another one next 
year!  Some say that there were 
over 400 neighbors that came out to 
have a good time together.  They 
enjoyed free hotdogs, chips, cake, 
bingo prizes and music.  People had 
an opportunity to even have a 
glaucoma test.   One of the best 
parts was just meeting and being 
with one’s neighbors. 

The children 
especially had a 
wonderful time.  
They enjoyed 
balloons, cotton 
candy, popcorn, 
face painting, a 
clown, rides and free books!    They 
had a chance to visit with a police 
officer and check out a fire truck.   
 

I t was truly a FAMILY DAY! 
 
All this was make possible by our 
generous sponsors and we would 
sincerely like to thank these 
generous people!  Please continue 
to support these caring individuals, 
businesses and organizations!  They 
are listed on the next page. 
 
We would also like to give a special 
thanks to Senator Preister for 
making an appearance!   
 

BRNA is also 
growing! We 
signed up 20 new 
members!   
 
Remember to pray 

for our troops, who continue to help 
give us and others freedom around 
the world! 
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The H & L Community Action Group 
was adopted by BRNA at the June 
meeting.   Their area includes H to L 
Streets from 31st to 35th Streets.   H & 
L has had a long and very productive 
voice in the South Omaha area.   This 
group was started 25 years ago by 
concerned citizens.  They formed the 
South Omaha Environmental Task 
Force (SOETF) to deal with the odors 
and other problems coming from the 
businesses in the area.  More about 
their history can be found on page 4.  
We are excited to have them join our 
association. 
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SONA presented the 2005 Outstanding 
Neighborhood Association  Award to 
BRNA on June 2nd!  SONA 
respresents about 25 neighborhood 
groups from Dodge to Harrison Streets 
and 72nd eastward to the river.  
THANK YOU, SONA for the honor. 
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Our sincere thanks to the 
Omaha Venture Group for 
helping finance our 
wonderful BRNA Family 
Day.  The award was 
presented at a special 
ceremony on June 9th at the 
Children’s Museum.  The 
envelope with the grant 
acknowledgement was held 
within an original sculpture 
by local artist, J. Bhouty.  
We will bring the art piece 
to the July meeting.   Our 
TROPHY and AWARD 
collection of awards is 
growing.    

 
 

BRNA Vice-president Paul 
Schaefer,  

OVG Representative 
Robert Patterson 

and BRNA President 
Rebecca Barrientos-

Patlan 
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Thank you to these wonderful sponsors for contributing to  

BRNA Family Day Celebration! 
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http://members.cox.net/brna 
 
Our web site has bloomed with the area’s 
flowers!  Click on the flower on BRNA’s 
Home Page or go to the Photo Page to see 
pictures of our wonderful gardens. 
 
Some of our past NEWSLETTERS are on 
the site now.  Just click NEWSLETTERS 
on the side menu.  Some new members 
may be interested in reading these past 
editions. 
  
Burlington Road Neighborhood 
Association’s web site is an excellent 
source for news and information 
concerning our area and our families.  It is 
updated regularly, so visit often to keep 
up with current news and issues.   It has a 
calendar page for upcoming events and a 
list of future quest speakers coming to our 
monthly meetings.  Contact us if you 
would like to add something to the site. 

BRNA’s email:  
brna_mail@yahoo.com 
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“ Member  of the Year  Award”   
Goes to 

Theresa Bidrowski 
(Web Site &  Newsletter  Editor) 

Thank you, for this honor.  I have enjoyed 
this past year working to help our area, 
but I have found meeting so many 

neighbors expecially 
exciting.   I feel I 
have gained more 
than I have given.  I 
have learn a great 
deal and look 
forward to being a 
part of some of the 
wonderful new things 

BRNA hopes to bring to our area. 
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H to L Streets and 31st to 35th Streets 
We have to give thanks to this group for their efforts in 

helping create a better environment for our area. 
 

About 25 years ago, a group of concerned and frustrated 
citizens formed an organization to help deal with the odors 
coming from the area’s packing houses and rendering 
plants.   By the late 1970’s, odors from these poorly 
regulated plants and from illegal dumping practices had 
caused residents to become physically sick.  Joseph and 
Antoinette Wasikowski, along with Mrs. Frances 
Chlebinski and many others, formed the L & H Action 
Group and took their grievances to the city council and 
even to the state house.  It wasn’ t always easy getting the 
authorities to listen to their complaints.    They  asked  for 
tighter   control   of   odors  from  the   truckers   and   the  

 
Mrs. Antoinette Wasikowski still attends the SOETF 

meetings today. 

businesses in the area.  They, themselves, would stop 
uncovered debris trucks and remind them of city codes.   
They helped established the SOETF (South Omaha 
Environmental Task Force) in order to meet with the 
businesses so that problems could be dealt with and 
solved.  They also fought and won rezoning of the land on 
which their homes were built.   
 

Old newspaper picture showing Mrs. Wasikowski and 
Mrs.Chlebinski walking near their homes. 

(Dec. 1981)    
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       SOETF stands for “South Omaha Environmental Task 
Force” .  This important organization meets about four 
times during the year.   It is  headed  by  Senator  Preister.  
The Senator brings together many of the businesses around 
our area, along with the police, state patrol, Councilman 
Gernandt and serveral involved citizens to a meeting at 
Metro Tech.  The last meeting was held on June 9th.  
Senator Preister opened the meeting with its main  goal – 
“We are here to talk, not to blame.  We are here to identify 
problems and seek solutions.”    

     Every business gave an update of their efforts or of 
any problems they are trying to solve.   Some of the 
things discussed were:    
·  How many complaint calls were made by citizens to 

the 444-4919 number. (Senator Preister continues to 
advise people to use this number immediately when 
problems arrise.) 

·  Businesses keeping doors down to control odors. 
·  Possibility of fining truckers for street spills. 
·  The trash/weed problem by the OPPD substation off Q 

Street. 
     Congressman Gernandt encouraged neighborhood 
groups to invite companies to their meetings.   Again, 
encouraging talking, and not blaming. 
      It was also mentioned that the old Sutherland building 
will become a strip mall with a storage facility north of it. 
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If you have a concern or problem, 
calling one of the numbers listed 
on our web page or in this 
newsletter does work!  
  
Remember, 444-4919 is operated 24 
hours a day.  Some residents have 
been woken up during the middle of 
the night from wrenching smells.  
CALL IMMEDIATELY IF THIS 
HAPPENS!   A report of these calls 
is presented to the SOETF meetings!   
Solutions can be found.�

SO, KEEP CALLING!   WE 
NEED TO HAVE A STRONG 
VOICE TO IMPROVE OUR 

AREA! 
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The early residents around St. Francis 
Church on 32nd and J Street called 
their then suburb, “zabno” , which 

means “ frog hollow”  in 
Polish.  Before industry 
entered the area, a creek 
ran through the area and it 

was filled with frogs. 
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This program can be 
started to get neighbors 
involved in keeping their 
area safer.  To start a watch area, 60% of 
the neighbors need to agree to 
participate.   Also, neighbors agree to 
meet at least once a year.   Some current 
WATCH neighborhoods say that the 
signs themselves are a deterrent to 
crime.  
Several blocks in our area are in the 
process of forming a watch program.  If 
anyone is interested in starting a 
neighborhood watch program or just 
interested in more information, call 
Mark Fields at 733-9337 or Joe Janousek 
at 731-6651.   
The Omaha Police Department also has 
information at their Crime Prevention 

Unit at (402) 444-5772 
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 There are now 
several new McGruff 
Houses in our  area! 

�
This is another special program 
instituted to provide safety for our 
neighborhoods with special emphasis on 
our children!  If anyone is interested in 
becoming a McGruff Place, call 444-
5772.   We also have a link on the 
BRNA web site to Omaha Police 
McGruff Program.   
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More signs are 
going up.   Soon 
there will be 
close to 20 
signs displayed 
around our area! 
New signs will be larger and cost $50 
each.  A memorial or family name can 
be placed at the bottom of the sign.  If 
you’ re interested, contact Virgil Patlan 
at 502-2013.  
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Attempts to add a 
speed bump on 
39th Avenue may 
be attempted 
again.    The 
meter may be 
reinstalled.  The city requires at least 
1000 cars per day on a street before 
they will install a bump. 
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Virgil Patlan is head of BRNA’s sign 
committee.   “Signs”  on shirts and caps 
is part of his job.   A number of 
members have purchased shirts.  They 
would be worn at various functions.  
They cost $10 and come M, L, XL 
sizes.   The caps will soon be offered.   
Come to our next meeting to purchase 
yours! 

 
 

� � � �� � �� � 	 �� � 
 �� � �	 � � 
 
� � � �� � �� � 	 �� � 
 �� � �	 � � 
 
� � � �� � �� � 	 �� � 
 �� � �	 � � 
 
� � � �� � �� � 	 �� � 
 �� � �	 � � 
 
 ����
� � � 
 ���� 
 � 	 ��� 
 � � ��� � � 
 
 	� � � 
 ���� 
 � 	 ��� 
 � � ��� � � 
 
 	� � � 
 ���� 
 � 	 ��� 
 � � ��� � � 
 
 	� � � 
 ���� 
 � 	 ��� 
 � � ��� � � 
 
 	 ����

Mention BRNA,   get 50% off all clothing! 
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Important Phone Numbers: 
For our area’s “ Environmental Problems”  such as 

factory odors & noise, factory waste on streets, 
potholes, etc.  Call 24 Hour Hotline…. 444-4919 

Mayor’s Hotline.........................…..444-5555 
OPPD Street Light Out….…….…...554-6773 
GangTip (LPOA)…….…………… 504-1493 
Graffiti…………………………..…..444-5992 
Tall Grass (18” plus)……………….444-5910 
BEFORE YOU DIG........................344-3565 
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     Sue Bednarz is the new H & L Board member 
for BRNA.  Sue was born and raised in South 
Omaha.  She attended St. Francis Assisi School, 
Gross High School and UNO.   She is currently a 
Kindergarten teacher at St. Thomas More School. 
     Sue is very active in her church, St. Francis, 
where she is a member of the parish council.  Sue 
is also active in the Polish Home Association and 
Polish Heritage Society.  She has helped with the 
Polish Museum – located at St. Francis and St. 
John’s Cemetery.    
     Sue’s hobbies include music (singing and playing the piano), gardening, 
baking, cake decorating, reading and traveling. 
     Sue believes in the strong family ties that exist within South Omaha 
communities.  Her hopes are to help preserve, improve and beautify our area.  
She is looking forward to working with BRNA to strengthen our South Omaha 
neighborhood. 
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Schaefer Painting  
     734-2772 
Mama Kelly’s Secondhand Store  
     292-2174 
Pratt Pest Control 
     691-2920 
All Things Thrift Store   
     813-3096 
Tasman Omaha LLC 
     731-3241 
Arrow Auto 
     738-8573 
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St. Stanislaus Church�
�
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Water Parks 
have been in 
the news lately. 
Upland Park 
has a new park. 
(Pictured on the 
right.)  Pulaski 
once had a pool 
and so the 
drainage and 
pipes should 
still be there.  
Could Pulaski have a future water 
park? 
These and other ideas are being 
dreamed of by some BRNA members.  
If you want a part in planning our 
future, come join us. 

%� #� � � 	 ��%� � � �
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 �

 
 
The city requires a “master plan” 
before they will allow any major work 
to be done at the Pulaski Park.  These 
plans can be expensive when done by a 
professional.  We are very fortunate to 
have John Nabity from Metro Tech 
helping.  He has two students ready to 
help us with our “master plan”.  They 
will design a formal plan for our little 
park at no cost!   The city did some 
renovation a few years ago, but the 
park has lost many trees over the years 
and is need of beautification.   This will 
take time and money.  BRNA will try 
for grants in the future to help with this 
renewal of beauty.   
 
BRNA has officially adopted Pulaski 
Park.  We need to maintain the park 
throughout the year.  A report needs to 
be given to the city detailing the efforts 
put into Pulaski’s upkeep.  Picking up 
litter during a walk around the park or 
pulling a few weeds helps in the 
maintenance.  So keep track of any 
time you have spend at the park and let 
Mary know.  Also, let us know if you 
know of anyone else who is putting any 
effort in maintenance.  Contact Mary 
Bojanski at 733-6263 or at 
BRNASbeauty@aol.com. 

! � " � # ��$" %&! � " � # ��$" %&! � " � # ��$" %&! � " � # ��$" %& ����
 Providing Insurance and Financial Services 
 Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710 
 24 Hour Good Neighbor Service 
  

Tony Holliday 
Agent 

5050 “ L”  Street, Omaha, NE 68117 
(402) 731-6017    Fax (402) 731-2409 

  

Like a good neighbor. State Farm is there.�

&� � � �  � � �%� 	 
 � 	 
 * �
Paul Schaefer/ Owner 

Painting and Staining - Interior and Exterior 
Wood Finishing - Deck Cleaning & Treatment 

3972 South 36th Ave. 
Omaha, NE 68107 
402-734-7227 res. 

968-8810 cell 
schaeferpainting@aol.com 
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Here are some tips for avoiding 
mosquitoes: 
·  Mosquitoes are attracted to things 

that remind them of nectar or 
mammal flesh. When outdoors, 
wear light clothing that covers most 
of the body, keeping as much skin 
and hair covered as practical. Avoid 
bright, floral colors. Khaki, beige, 
and olive have no particular 
attraction for mosquitoes. 

·  They are also attracted by some 
body odors, and for this reason they 
choose some individuals over others 
in a crowd. Avoid fragrances in 
soaps, shampoos, and lotions. 

·  Many species of mosquito prefer 
biting from dusk until dawn. The 
problem is worse when the weather 
is hot or humid. Avoid playing 
outdoors during the peak biting 
times in your area. 

·  Citronella candles may be useful 
when your children are playing 
outside. 

·  Try to stay away from still water. 
Empty any containers of sitting 
water, such as birdbaths or non-
draining rain pipes.  Mosquito breed 
in water. In the case of birdbaths, 
refilled the 
water several 
times a day to 
keep it fresh. 

 

·  The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) recommends 
using an insect repellent on exposed 
areas of skin. The most effective 
compound is DEET, an ingredient 
in most insect repellents. However, 
insect repellents containing DEET 
should be used sparingly on 
children.  The CDC has recently 
stated that repellents containing the 
chemical picaridin or the oil of 
lemon eucalyptus offer "long-lasting 
protection against mosquito bites," 
adding that repellents with DEET 
remain on the agency©s 
recommendation list. 

·  Don©t apply insect repellent under 
clothes, or too much of the toxic 
substance may be absorbed. Also, 
avoid applying repellent to portions 
of the hands that are likely to come 
in contact with the eyes and mouth. 

·  Pediatric insect repellents with only 
6-10% DEET are available. 

·  For greater protection, clothing and 
mosquito nets can be soaked in or 
sprayed with permethrin, which is 
an insect repellent licensed for use 
on clothing. If applied according to 
the directions, permethrin will repel 
insects from clothing for several 
weeks. 

·  Skedaddle and Avon©s Skin So Soft 
both work well for some kids. 
Neither these nor the stronger 
repellents stop mosquitoes from 
landing -- only from biting. 
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     Larry Gomez attended our June 
meeting.  Larry works for the Chamber 
of Commerce.  He is also from our 
area.  He attended Robbins School and 
Ryan High School.   
     Larry spoke about how he teaches 
Project Business to eighth graders.  The 
program lasts 12 weeks and is a part of 
Junior Achievement.  Many of the local 
children know him since he comes to 
St. Stanislaus. 
      Senator Preister was also at our 
meeting and Larry complimented him 
on how he has stayed the course over 
the years.   
   Larry stated that BRNA is doing 
what most communities out west aren’ t 
– and that is forming a community 
group.  This will help make our area 
safer and stronger. 
     The Chamber over-sees about 3300 
small businesses and Larry encouraged 
us to talk to the ones around our area.  
Small businesses are owned by people 
who have dreams, and together you can 
make things happen. 

 

� � � � � �
Pest Control Inc.  

 

Michelle Ferrin 
Office Manager 

13506 B Street                       Bus. 402-691-2920 
Omaha, NE 68144                        Fax 402-691-4566 
Mention this ad for $5.00 off initial visit!�

	 
 � 
 �� � ��
 �� �
First Class – Second Hand Store 

$  

� "%�&
� � ��' � ( �) � %�*%� # � ��%� �� � � � �� �� � &�� � ���
��������������������� � # � �� � � � ( �$ 
 %� �� � ��� � ( �+  � � ,�

50% of any one item 
with this ad! 
-$ � � %� �� �� � � %� �"%� � � �� . . 
� / 
2223 Franklin      Bellevue, NE 68005 

Bellevue “ old towne”   
(402) 292-2174�
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Do you have a Meth problem in your 
neighborhood?  Could you recognize a 
problem?   
 
Chuck Matson brings his wonderful 
seminar to BRNA!   Come meet him 
and become informed!   
 
Chuck Matson is the coordinator of 
Recognizing Impairing Drugs (RID) 
Training.  He is part of the Omaha 
Police Department’s narcotics unit and 
is a member of a select group of 
certified Drug Recognition Expert 
Instructors.  He has received numerous 
national and regional awards for his 
enforcement and educational program. 
 

 
�

� � � � �� � � 	 
 �� 
 �� � � � � � � ��
) � � � 	 
 * �' 	 � � ��

���
� � � � ��� �	 �	 �
 � �� ��� 	 ���
 �	 � � ����� 
 � �� � � ���� ��
 � �	 
 �
 �� � 
 � �� � ��
�

�  Shine a flashlight into one ear. If the beam shines out the other ear, do 
not go into the woods alone.  

�  A two-man pup tent does not include two men or a pup.  
�  A potato baked in the coals for three hours makes an excellent hockey 

puck.  
�  You can start a fire without matches by eating hot peppers, then 

breathing on a pile of dry sticks.  
�  In emergency situations, you can survive in the wilderness by shooting 

small game with a slingshot made from the elastic waistband of your 
underwear.  

�  The guitar of the noisy teenager at the next campsite makes excellent 
kindling.  

�  The sight of a bald eagle has thrilled campers for generations. The sight 
of a bald man, however, does absolutely nothing for the eagle.  

�  It©s entirely possible to spend your whole vacation on a winding 
mountain road behind a large motor home.  

�  Effective January 1, 2006, you will actually have to enlist in the Swiss 
Army to get a Swiss Army Knife.  

�  In an emergency, a drawstring from a parka hood can be used to strangle 
a snoring tent mate. 

� � � 	 
� �� 
 � � � � �� � ��
� � �� ��� � � � 	
 �� � �� ��� � � � 	
 �� � �� ��� � � � 	
 �� � �� ��� � � � 	
 � ���
 � � � � �� � � � � � � ����
 � � � � �� � � � � � � ����
 � � � � �� � � � � � � ����
 � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � 
� � � � � �� � � � � 
� � � � � �� � � � � 
� � � � � �� � � � � 
 ��������

� � � � � 
 	� 	
 � �� � � � 	� 	
 � �� � � � � ��� � � ��� � � 	
 	
 �� � � � � 
 	� 	
 � �� � � � 	� 	
 � �� � � � � ��� � � ��� � � 	
 	
 �� � � � � 
 	� 	
 � �� � � � 	� 	
 � �� � � � � ��� � � ��� � � 	
 	
 �� � � � � 
 	� 	
 � �� � � � 	� 	
 � �� � � � � ��� � � ��� � � 	
 	
 � ����
Come enjoy an evening with your neighbors and see how you can help our area.  

Next Meeting: First Tuesday – July 5th – St. Stanislaus School   41st and J    6:30 P.M. 

�
� 
 � � ��) � #� 
 $ � � 


July 5 St. Stanislaus Hall Meeting – Guest speaker will be Chuck Matson  – He will present his seminar on 
"Recognizing Impairing Drugs" Training. (RID) 

August 2 ***   Special Meeting at St. Francis Church!  * **    
         ( Lower back hall - 32nd + K)   

September 6 St. Stanislaus Hall Meeting– Guest speaker will be from UNIVAR Chemical Plant off the “F”  Street 
bridge – Environmental planning. 

  
  

Check out BRNA’s Complete Calendar on the web site:  http://members.cox.net/brna 
*  Dates and speakers may change due to unforeseen circumstances. 

 

�
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President -  Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan  502-2013  
Vice President -  Paul Schaefer  734-7227 
Treasurer -  Joe Janousek  731-6651 
Secretary -  Benita Perea  733-2332 
Board Member -  Mark Fields   733-9337 
Board Member -  Jerri Schaefer  734-7227 
H & L Board Member – Sue Bednarz  731-8374 

� � � � �� � � � �� � 
 
 � 
 
BRNA Beautification - Mary Bojanski  733-6263 
Business Relations – Paul Schaefer & Joe Janousek (left) 
Fund-raiser - Diane Luna  932-5862 
PAC (Political Action Committee) - Mark Field  733-9337 
Speakers Coordinator-  Rebecca Patlan 502-2013  
BRNA Signs & Shirts - Virgil Patlan  502-2013 
Website and Newsletter -  Theresa Bidrowski  731-1592 

    

Write: 
BRNA 

P.O. Box 7080 
Omaha, NE 68107  

Email: 
brna_mail@yahoo.com 

 
Beautification Email: 

BRNASbeauty@aol.com 

Or  call  Rebecca:  
502-2013 

    
Membership Invitation and Renewal!Membership Invitation and Renewal!Membership Invitation and Renewal!Membership Invitation and Renewal! 
Meetings held First Tuesdays each month at 6:30 P.M.  

St. Stanislaus School 41 & J 

 � � � � � � � �  $ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � " %� � � � ��

Come meet your neighbors and learn how we can work together to solve problems.   
Become a stronger voice in our future! 

Members, please encourage your neighbors to join us at the next meeting. 
A reminder to our 2004 members: 

Please send in your membership renewal for 2005 or come to our next meeting to renew your membership! 
Renewing your membership will guarantee that you will receive this newsletter in the coming months!. 

 

� � � ! � � $� � � �� � � � ��

 � �$%� � � %� � � �	 � � �  � � � � � � �

Membership Application 

Mail to:   
Joe Janousek, BRNA Treasurer 
BRNA 
P.O. Box 7080 
Omaha, NE 68107 

  

Make checks payable to BRNA 

$10 Per Year – Per Person    ___________   x $10 =   $__________ 

$25 Businesses / Organizations   $_____________  

 

Name(s):____________________________________________Phone#_____________________  

Address______________________________________City________________Zip____________ 

Fax #______________________________Email_______________________________________ 

ATTN:  Businesses or Organizations 
You could receive one month of free advertisement for joining BRNA’s Membership.   

Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement to say.   
Advertisements are $5.00 per month (or $50.00 per year) for a business card-size ad.  Larger ads are also available. 
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6 � � � 3� �) � � 	 
 * �� � + �
Next Meeting: Tuesday, July 5th 
St. Stanislaus School   41st and J    

6:30 P.M. 
Guest Speaker  will be Chuck Matson  

“ Recognizing Impairing Drugs”   
Door Prizes    +++    Refreshments  �

 


