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Spring has finally arrived and so has all the
wonderful yard work and clean-up. Ahhh!

BRNA'’s first Dumpster Day will soon be
here. Since this will be our first project of
this type we will be teaming up with
Highland Park Neighborhood Association
just to the east of our area. Some DOS &
DON'TS will be published in our May
newsletter concerning what can and should
be dumped. Hereisareminder of the date:

WHEN: Saturday May 14" 2005
TIME: 9amto2pm
LOCATION: 25™& C st

APPLIANCE COLLECTION Host =
Springlake: 237 & J .
TIRE COLLECTION Host =
Highland South: 30" & Upland Parkway

Volunteers are still needed to help with the
clean-up between the hours 8 am - 3 pm.
Anyone interested in helping, please contact
Mary Bojanski at BRNA Sbeauty@aol.com
or 733-6263.

Burlington Road Neighborhood
Association  signs are now
appearing in various parts of our
area. They are in the colors of red,
white and blue. The signs display
our association’s name and logo

with a railroad track graphic. These TEEg

signs were funded through
donations by individuals and
businesses. At this time, there are
about eleven s€igns with more
planned for the future!

The cost of the signs was
initially $25, but a special coating
and sales tax has increased the cost.
At the March meeting it was agreed
upon to make future signs cost $40.
The additional dollars would be

in size to the ones along 32™ Street
in the Hanscom Park Association
area. The city will mount the signs
at no cost, but they will mount them
only on the metal street light poles.
Memorials or names can be printed
on the bottom of the signs.

If you are interested in purchasing
one, contact Virgil Patlan at

applied to the sign fund and will be 991-4377.
used for future large signs, similar
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April 19" at 6:30

Dave Friend will be our speaker in April!
) Get hisviews concerning the city, especially South Omaha.
Come enjoy an evening with your neighbors and see how you can help our area.
( --- SE. Precinct (Just off 25" & Vinton)




Lightsl Cameras! Action!
BRNA’'s March meeting was filled
with theatrical fun and some loca
theater information!

Brian Guehring from The Omaha
Theater/The Rose started the evening
with some games! Afterwards, he
talked about future presentations at The
Rose which include “Berenstain Bears’
and “Beauty and the Beast”. At this
time, HyVee offers tickets a a
discount, but Brian mentioned that
there may be a possibility of a future
yearly Family Membership Program.
He aso discussed the children's
workshops and classes that are offered
at The Rose.

Tim Schmad from the Omaha
Community Playhouse at 69" and Cass
followed with a tak about the
playhouse’'s uniqueness. It is a non-
profit theater, not financed by the
government. He mentioned that they
put on professiona performances by
local taent and that many famous
actors got their start at the playhouse.
Even many of the volunteer stage

hands and costume designers have
gone on to get successful jobs in the
field. The Playhouse also offers

classes for 4 year olds to 100 year old

people.

Future shows this season include “The
Nerd”, “Dirty Blond” and “Annig”.
Tim suggested going to the theater on
the day of the performance (nhoon on)
to get haf price ticketss He aso
mentioned the party rooms that can be
used by groups before performances.

Brian Guehring played
some theater games with
us. Hereheisteaching
some BRNA members the
“Pippity-Boppity-Boo”
game.
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spoke proudly, directed it.

performance about small-time,

film and is also currently on Broadway.

John Beasley invited BRNA members at the
March meeting to a pre-opening presentation
of GLENGARRY GLEN ROSS on March 24™.
production was wonderful. His son, Tyrone, of whom he
The actors gave an excellent
cutthroat
salesmen. This David Mamet play has been made into a

John's

Actor John Beasley made a specia
appearance shortly after 8:00!  John
has appeared in about 30 movies,
including “Rudy” and “The Mighty
Ducks’. Hislatest movieis “Walking
Tal”. Heisaso currently appearingin
TV’s*Everwood” series.

John talked about his Omaha ties. His
grandfather worked in one of the
packing houses here in South Omaha.
John grew up in North Omaha and
worked for Union Pacific Railroad
before deciding to take his talents on
stage and on the screen.

John is extremely proud of The John
Beasley Theater located at 3010 Q
Street inside the YMCA building. He
called his place a “Minority Theater”
with a color mix! John brings outside
actorsinto his theater, but likes to work
with local talent also. He discussed
the workshops held at his theater for
people 7 years old to 80 years of age.
(He said he'd even sneak in an 81 year
old!)

He sported a hat with the name of last
season’s play, “Jitney”. His new play,
GLENGARRY GLEN ROSS, opened
on March 25™ and runs through April
24", A latino cast will be featured in an
upcoming play called “Anna and the
Tropics'.

Doors open at the John Beasley Theater
at:
7:30 (Thurs. — Sat.)
3:00 (Sun.)

Pest Control Inc.

real estate

13506 B Street
Omaha, NE 68144

Michelle Ferrin
Office Manager
Bus. 402-691-2920
Fax 402-691-4566

Mention this ad for $5.00 off initial visit!



coNDUCTOR'S CORNER

Spring! Spring! Spring! Here come the crocuses and the
tulips. The fresh smells of rain and the sound of mowers
attacking the new grass. | can®wait! My fingers want to be
in the dirt, and my heart is pounding with excitement of seeing
my old friends, the perennias!

But of course, we must dea with the bad, if we want the

good to beits best. Right? So get out those dandelion diggers and sharpen your pruners,
pull out those doggone weeds and get to that ol€bush you didn®get to last fall. Oooh! |
can®wait!
Do you havetheitch yet? If not, call me. [® sharemine! Springishere! Y ahoooooo!
Feeling “ Springy”,
Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan,
President of BRNA
PS. That®not al that®popping up. Have you seen the BRNA SIGNS? Call usto order your family sign!

I

| have lived in the area all my life. My grandparents, along with their brothers and
sisters, moved here in about 1909. | had quite a few relatives living in the area at one
time. | had cousins living al around me growing up. There are still a few left in the
area

My memories of the area are wonderful. | remember my street being lined with
tall elm trees and rose hedges. My grandmother maintained a large garden across the
alley near her home. | remember all her beautiful flowers and fresh veggies. The fun came when we could pick
her June strawberries and autumn grapes. My father loved fruit trees, so our two-lot yard was filled with apple,
pear, cherry and even plum trees. Many of the neighbors had similar plantsin their yards.

| attended St. Francis Assisi School and walked over the Burlington Railroad tracks daily. | went on to
graduated from UNO. | found my vocation in teaching. | started teaching first grade at St. Thomas More many,
many years ago before coming to St. Stanislaus School. | love the small school and family-like atmosphere of St.
Stanislaus and I’'m very proud of the school and the students!

My interests are walking, computers, gardening, sewing, craftsand “ETC.” The“ETC.” may even include
carpentry or recycling. | love creating new things from old and used items, giving second life to objects.
Maybe that iswhy | joined BRNA. | needed to get involved with helping revitalize and beautify this area again.

Expires 10/31/05 Coupon 293-1175
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1 LAWN MOWING
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Sprinkler Systems + Lawn Care + Retaining Walls

Limit one per household 15,000 sq. ft. maximum
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This program can be
started to get neighbors
involved in keeping their
area safer.
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If anyone is interested in starting a
neighborhood watch program or just
interested in more information, call Joe
Janousek at 731-6651 or Mark Fields at
733-9337.

The Omaha Police Department also has
information at their Crime Prevention
Unit at (402) 444-5772

Family members and friends in the
Omaha area who are CARING FOR
AN ADULT LOVED ONE who
requires specia assistance can now get
support at the CIRCUS!  It's a free
program to help caregivers get support
from people in smilar situations or
find additional resources!

Call 996-8444 or 996-8443 or email at
respitecenter@yahoo.com. Bi-monthly
meetings will be held at 4223 Center
Street at the ENOA office. It starts
April 13, 2005 on the 2™ and 4"
Wednesdays of the month at 1-2 pm.

April is a real awakening time for winter-resting plants.
Early bulb plants are starting to bloom and the swelling
It is time to clean away old,

buds can be seen on trees.

dead debris around perennial plants so new growth can

appear.

Early cool-weather vegetable seeds can be

planted, like lettuce, radishes, peas, beets, etc.
Y ardwaste pick-up resumesin April also.

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

24 Hour Good Neighbor Service

Tony Holliday

Agent
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Head for an

AARP  Tax- "@L
Aide location &1‘)
and you may / A

wind up with

lower rea estate taxes as well as
getting help in filing your 2004 return.
At these locations, volunteers can
explan  the states  homestead
exemption, which reduces or eliminates
property taxes for many residents age
65 and older and for disabled
Nebraskans. Income limits are
generally $32,250 for married couples
and $27,350 for singles — but the
thresholds are higher for people with
significant medical expenses. Call
888-227-7669 to find an AARP Tax-
Aide location near you. There are a
number of locations close to the BRNA
area, including Wells Fargo on 24"
Street, DAV on F Street and the Socid
Settlement on Q Street.

Visit  www.aarp.org for more
information, times and more locations!

Are gasoline prices getting too high? Which stations have the lowest prices? There are a couple of
places on the web that can help you find the lowest prices in our area. Just go to the sites and type in
your zip code. They will display alist of stations and their current prices.

GASBUDDY at www.gasbuddy.com
GASWATCH at www.gaspricewatch.com

5050 “L” Street, Omaha, NE 68117
(402) 731-6017 Fax (402) 731-2409

Like a good neighbor. State Farm isthere.




Many of the homes in the BRNA
area are over 50 yearsold. Some are
even a century old. . Over the past
three months, firefighters in Omaha
have responded to 54 fires and that®
25-percent more than the number we
had seen by this time last year.

Officids with the American Red

Cross say the number of fires since
January is outpacing the five-year average. Firefighters
aren®sure why this is happening but they say one common
source of fires continues to be a problem. Electricians say
the problem they see today in older homes is that we@e
plugging more and more appliances into increasingly older
electrical systems.

Back in the 1930s and 1940s, homeowners didn® have
nearly the electrical appliances we have today and the
wiring often wasn®made to handle today® loads. Push too
far and you® put yoursdlf in danger. This type of fire is
usually avoidable but electrical fires are all too common. In
fact there are approximately 39,000 of them in the U.S.
every year. In the wintertime it® especially not uncommon
because people are in their houses more. They@e using more
electrical appliances. They@ using more current. That®
especidly true with appliances like space heaters. When
wiring isn®hooked up correctly, it can heat up and cause big
problems.

Unlike today® homes that have outlets every 12 feet, older
homes often have only one or two per room. That can lead
to homeowners piling up electronics on asingle outlet. The
real danger comes when homeowners install circuit breakers
or fuses that are too large. That can cause the wiring to
overheat, especidly if it® older and deteriorated. That wire
gets so hot it will actually start to break down the insulation
and it could actually break apart.

When it comes to outlets, even newer homes can have
problems. When you push a plug into an outlet experts say
you should feel some resistance. If you don® the outlet is at
risk of overheating and causing afire. It should be replaced.
Flickering lights are aso signs that you have a potentialy
dangerous electrical problem. Electricians say, even without
problems, you should have your home® electrical systems
inspected every 20 years.

We have had fire incidents in our BRNA area due to
electrical problems. So check your house's eectrical
system regularly and watch out for any irregularities in
power.

A speed bump may be installed on 39"
@ Avenue between F & H Street due to
(o) o the efforts of BRNA members Mary
Bojanski and Bab and Donad
O’ Connor. Mary began by making a few calls and then
went around her block between H and | with a petition.
Barb and Donald expanded the petition drive into their block
between | and F Street. The petitions were presented and
Mary received a letter saying it was accepted. A survey of
the area till needs to be taken to measure speeds and car
counts.

A number of BRNA people have had
concerns about speeders on the streets near
their homes. There is now another outlet for
people with ideas on improving streets and
highways in the Omaha metro. The metro
areas planning agency is updating its long-range
transportation plan and is asking the public to fill out a
survey. The Metropolitan Area Planning Agency survey
gives the public a chance to rate satisfaction with streets,
sidewalks, intersections, bus routes and other transportation
issues
The survey also has some open-ended questions, including
one where people can recommend three top transportation
projects.
To fill out a survey, go to
Click on “newsletter” to print out a copy of the survey.
Mail the survey to MAPA at 2222 Cuming St., Omaha,
NE 68102-4328. MAPA aso plans to make copies of
the survey avalable at libraries and another
organizations. MAPA updates its long-range plan
every five years.

http://members.cox.net/brna

Burlington Road Neighborhood
Association’s web site is an excellent
source for news and information
concerning our area and our families.
It is updated regularly, so visit often to
keep up with current news and issues. It has a calendar
page for upcoming events and a list of future guest speakers
coming to our monthly meetings.

BRNA'semail: brna_mail@yahoo.com



The old Robbins School on 39™ and | Street was once a
vibrant part in the lives of the children in our area. It was
constructed in 1910. An addition was added in 1916. It was
called the Robbins-Franklin School and was significant for
its contribution to the educationa system of South Omaha
and served residents of a newly established and growing
Polish immigrant population. It replaced another public
school that was located at 33 and K when the population
grew westward. (That school was bought by St. Francis
Church and served as their parish school until 1954.)
Robbins became part of the Omaha School system when the
city of South Omaha was annexed.

The building was built in the Neo-Classical Reviva style of

architecture and is listed on the Nebraska National Register
of Buildings. It was closed in the 1990’s, no longer to have
the echoing of children’s voices throughout the hallways. Its
name was carried to the new Ashland/Robbins School

located off of Q. Today the old building is known as
Robbins School Apartments with 21 units. Rehabilitation
converted the former school into rental residential use in
2000.
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Pulaski Park’s beautification plans are in the works. Firgt,
we need a formal plan before the city will alow any major
work to be done. MetroTech has offered to help with
landscape designing next semester by their staff and
students.

Meanwhile, we need to know who is willing to do some
clean-up and gardening at the park this year. BRNA has
officially adopted Pulaski and we need to put in some
maintenance labor into the park to show the city that we are
indeed beautifying the park. Picking up litter in the park
during a nice warm day walk counts as time invested. So
keep track of any time you spend at the park. Also, let us
know of anyone else who is putting any effort in
maintenance. Contact Mary Bojanski at 733-6263 or at
BRNASbeauty@aol.com.
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Ellen Fitzsmmons, Program Coordinator for “Omaha by
Design” (formally “Lively Omaha’) attended BRNA's
March board meeting and discussed grants for our

association. “Omaha by Design” plays a major role in
beautifying and improving Omaha neighborhoods and
parks. One of its newest projectsisthe Gene Leahy Mall in
the downtown area.

Ellen took a tour of our area with Mary Bojanski, BRNA’s
beautification committee chair, and viewed some of the
areas which need improvements. She discussed Pulaski’'s
beautification and seemed excited and thought our ideas
were great. She redly thinks it's awesome that Metro is
going to assist us with a master design plan.

SONA (The South Omaha

Neighborhood Association) is a
coadlition of over 25 neighborhood
groups and organizations working
together to improve South Omaha!

Village Inn’s wonderful pies are being offered! The pies are sold for $10
each. BRNA will receive a percentage of the sale of
each pie. Contact brna_mail@yahoo.com

or call Diane Lunaat 932-5862 for more
information. We will deliver to the elderly!




First Class — Second Hand Store

50% of any one item %&7

with this ad!

2223 Franklin Bellevue, NE 68005
Bellevue “old towne”
(402) 292-2174

Top 10 Reasons People

Belong to Neighbor hood
Associations
People belong to neighborhood associations for awide If 1 could only grow green stiff in my garden
X ) ; like |l canin my refrigerator.
variety of reasons, especialy to help others. Butit's
okay to want some benefits for themselves too. Another unwritten rule of gardening -- any self-respecting
rock will break at least one shovel before accepting its new
10. To develop skills or to learn new skills home.
9. To offer skillsor expertise
8. Torelieve themselves of loneliness and guilt Gardening requires a lot of water - most of it in the form of
7. To better understand the needs of others perspiration.
6. To help those less fortunate ced | | het h od ival sill
5. To feel like they' ve made a contribution ":‘XS’V t foﬁe:rr?ir?nthévx;atto afovrc?ﬁt?gwsevery survival s
4. To repay kindness P 9 9 )
3. To meet people and build relationships with What do you get if you cross a four leaf clover with poison
th o ivy? (A rash of good luck.)
2. To address a specific issue of concern
1. Tohavefun! The philosopher who said that work

well done never needs doing over ---
never weeded a garden!

A number of members would like to have the monthly meetings held at a location actually

inour area. It would also be of benefit to have alarger hall. St. Stanislaus Church will

allow the use of their school cafeteria for our meetings, but a new date would have to be
scheduled for the meetings due to fact that the third Tuesdays are already booked at their hall. More discussion is planned
to see what days would be best for most members, or if there is another place which can accommodate our Tuesday
meeting.
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South Omaha Neighborhood Association (SONA)
Presents:

Mike Fahey and DaveFriend
Garry Gernandt and Joe Veasques

April 26" 7:00 to 8:30 P.M. Y I
South High Cafeteria .@‘T
Light refreshments will be served. u
1 $ "I #
April 19 Meeting = Guest Dave Friend + Mayoral Candidate
May 14 BRNA's First Dumpster Day + 9 pmto 2 pm
May 17 Meeting + Guests include representatives from Project Extra Mile and Mothers Against Drunk Drivers
June 21 Meeting + Final plans for Family Day and Guest Larry Gomez from the Chamber of Commerce
June 25 BRNA FAMILY DAY!
July 9 Rain Date for BRNA Family Day
July 19 Meeting = Guest Russell Smith + Director, School of Public Administration, UNO
August 16 Meeting - Guest Chuck Matson + He will present his seminar on " Recognizing mpairing Drugs'
Training
* Dates and speakers may change due to unforeseen circumstances.

If you have done any sort of clean-up at Pulaski, let us know! Also if someone else you
know has done some clean-up, let us know. We need to keep track of time and effort put

into our neighborhood park for the city! THANK Y OU!
Call Mary Bojanski at 733-6263.
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President - Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan 991-4377 or 812-5136
Vice President - Paul Schaefer 734-7227

Treasurer - Joe Janousek 731-6651

Secretary - BenitaPerea 733-2332

Board Member - Mark Fields 733-9337

brna_mail@yahoo.com

(For submissions to website & newsletter or any
other notices)

BRNASbeauty@aol.com

Board Member - Jerri Schaefer 734-7227 (For the areal s beatification)

BRNA Beautification - Mary Bojanski 733-6263

Business Relations + Paul Schaefer & Joe Janousek (above) Mayor’s Hotline.............c......... 444-5555
Fund-raiser - Diane Luna 932-5862 OPPD ..o, 554-6773
PAC (Political Action Committee) - Mark Fields 733-9337 MUD....oooiiiiiie e, 554-7777
Speakers Coordinator- Rebecca Patlan 991-4377 or 812-5136 COXirriiii e, 399-9000
BRNA Signs- Virgil Patlan 991-4377 Pothole Report ................... 444-4919
Website and Newsletter - Theresa Bidrowski 731-1592 Gang Tip (LPOA)................. 504-1493

http://members.cox.net/brna

( % ) * + Khkkk

Marbadhip | nvitation and Reneval!

Meetings held Third Tuesdays each month at 6:30 P.M.
S.E. Precinct (Just off 25™ & Vinton)

Come meet your neighbors and learn how we can work together to solve problems.
Become a stronger voice in our future!
Members, please encourage your neighbors to join us at the next meeting.
A reminder to our 2004 members:
Please send in your membership renewal for 2005 or come to our next meeting to renew your membership!
Renewing your membership will guarantee that you will receive this newsletter in the coming months!

ATTN: Businesses or Organizations
You could receive one month of free advertisement for joining BRNA’s Membership.
Submit a business card or what you would like your advertisement to say.
Advertisements are $5.00 per month (or $50.00 per year) for a business card-size ad. Larger ads are also available.

Contact us at : Or call: Or email:
BRNA Rebecca Barrientos-Patlan
P.O. Box 7080 991-4377 brna_mail@yahoo.com
Omaha, NE 68107 812-5136




